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blifhed  in  every  kingdom  of  Europe.     The 
following  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  Ame- 
rica  will  not  diminiÛi  but  increafe  his  high  and 
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and  force  in  the  argumentation,  and   the  fame  im- 
partiality, candor  and  humanity  in  the  fentiments, 
that  diftinguifhed  his  former  publications.  In  every 
page  we  fee  the  abilities  of  the  Orator,   the  talents 
of  the  Philofopher,  and  the  feelings  of  the  Man. 
The  tranilator  has  endeavoured  to  infufe  the  fpirit 
of  the  original  into  the  following  (heets   as  much 
as  the  different  idioms  of  the  two  Languages  would 
admit.      To  render  it   every  way   valuable  to  an 
lEnglifli  Reader,  he  has  fubjoincd  a  few  notes  from 
[names  known   and  dear  to  Britain.     The   coinci- 
idence  of  opinion  among  fo  many  eminent  Authors 
twill  not  be  difpleafing,  and  (how  how  congenial  to 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  the  great  fundamental 
[principles  of  liberty  are. 

Thefe  extra61;?,  that  feemed  neceffary  to  illuftrate 
[oiu.  Authors  idea,  have  not  been  neglected.  It 
was  our  wifh  to  prefent  him  to  the  Englifh  Reader 
in  an  inftrudlive  and  engaging  form. 
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XIjNGLAND  was  juft  difengaged  from  a  j^ijj^.j-. 
long  and  bloody  war,  in  which  her  fleets  '''/i'^i 
Jiad  difplayed  the  banner  of  vidory   in  all  f^j^,'f 
feas  ;   in   which   a   dominion,   already  too 
V2.Û,  was   augmented  by   an  immenfe  ac- 
ceiïion  of  territory  in  both  the  Indies.   This 
fplendid  face  of  things  might  have  an  im- 
pofing  air  abroad  ;   but  the  nation  was  re- 
duced within  to  groan  for  its  acquifitions 
and  its   triumphs.      Overwhelmed  with  a 
debt  of  ^T  146,5 8 1 5845,   which  cofl  her  an 
intereil:   of  ;^4578o59io,   fhe  vv'as  fcarcely 
fuilicient  to   the  mod  neceiTary  expences 
with  the  five  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  which  remained  to  her  of  her 
revenue  ;   and  this  revenue,  fo   far  from    . 
being  capable  of  incrc^Tc,  had  no  certain 
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and  afî'ured  confiftency,  and  was  the  only 
fund  fhe  had  to  defray  her  annual  expcnces 
in  peace,  and  for  the  redudion  of  her  im- 
menfe  debt. 

The  land  remained  loaded  with  a  hicrher 
tax  than  it  ever  had  been  in  time  of  peace. 
New  taxes  had  been  laid  on  windows  and 
on  houfes.  Thefe  acls  laid  a  heavy 
charge  on  all  real  eftate.  Wine,  plate, 
cards,  dice,  all  that  was  regarded  as  an 
object  of  luxury,  or  amufement,  paid  more 
than  could  have  been  thought  pofhble.  To 
reimburfe  itfclf  for  the  facrifice  made  to 
the  prefer vation  of  the  public  health,  in 
the  prohibition  of  fpirituous  liquors,  the 
treafury  had  rccourfe  to  malt,  beer,  cyder, 
and  all  the  ufual  beverages  of  the  people. 
The  fea-ports  difpatched  nothing  to.  fo- 
reign countries,  and  received  nothing  from 
them,  but  what  was  burthened  cruelly  w^ith 
duties,  on  the  import  and  the  exporL 
Raw  materials  and  workmanfliip  were  rifen 
to  fo  high  a  price  in  Great  Britain,  that 
her  merchants  found  themfelves  fupplanted 
in  countries  where  they  had  never  before 
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experienced  a  competition.  The  profits  of 
her  commerce,  with  all  parts  of  the  globe, 
amounted  not  annually  to  above  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half;  and,  from  this  balance 
in  her  favour,  there  muft  have  been  de- 
dueled  a  million  and  a  half,  paid  in  interell 
to  foreigners,  on  their  capitals  placed  in 
her  public  funds. 

The  fprings  of  the  ftat€  were  ftrained. 
All  the  mufcles  of  the  body-politic,  expe- 
riencing at  once  a  violent  tenfion,  were  in 
forae  fort  difplaced.  It  was  a  critical  mo- 
ment.  It  was  neceifary  to  let  the  people 
breathe.  They  could  not  be  relieved  by  a 
diminution  of  expence.  That  of  the  go- 
vernment was  neceflary,  either  to  give  va- 
lue to  conquefts  bought  at  the  price  of  fo 
much  treafure,  at  the  price  of  fo  much 
blood  ;  or  to  reilrain  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon, angered  by  the  humiliations  of  the 
laft  war,  and  by  the  facrifices  of  the  laft 
peace.  In  default  of  other  means,  to  fix 
both  the  fecurity  of  the  prefent,  and  the 
profperity  of  the  future,  an  idea  Vv^as 
formed  of  calling  the  colonies  to  the  aid 
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of  the  mother-coviRtry.     This  vie\V  was 

wife  and  juft. 
E«^;<j;.'.i        The   members  of  a  confederacy  ought 
coiorûcs    2til,  in  proportion   to   the  extent  of  their 

io  her  aid  ^  r      r 

powers,  to  contribute  to  its  defence  and 
to  its  fplendour,  fin  ce  it  is  by  the  public 
power  alone  that  each  clafs  can  preferve 
the  intire  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  its 
poiTeffions.  The  indigent  man  has,  with- 
out doubt,  lefs  intereft  in  it  than  the  rich; 
but  he  has  the  intereft  of  his  quiet  in  the 
Hrft  inftance,  and  in  the  next,  that  of  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  wealth,  which 
he  is  called  upon  to  partake  of  by  his  in- 
duftry.  There  is  no  principle  of  fociety 
more  evident  ;  and  yet  no  fault  in  politics 
more  common  than  its  infraction.  "Whence 
can  arife  this  perpetual  contradiction  be- 
tween the  knowledge  and  the  conduct  of 
thofe  who  £?:overn  ?  From  the  vice  of  the 
jegitlatlve  power,  which  exaggerates  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  power,  and 
iifurps,  for  its  fancies,  a  part  of  the  funds 
dellined  to  this  maintenance.  The  gold  of 
the  trader,   and  of  the  hufbandman,  with 
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tlieûibiiftence  of  the  poor,  torn  from  them, 
in  the  name  of  the  Hate,  in  their  fields  and 
their  habitations,  proftituted  in  courts  to 
intereft  and  to  vice,  and  lavifhed  away  in 
penfions  and  ufelefs  places.  Thefe  immenfe 
fums,  which  alone  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  and  which  goes  to 
fwell  the  pomp  of  a  fet  of  men  who  flatter, 
hate,  and  corrupt  their  mafter  ;  goes  ulti- 
mately into  flill  viler  hands,  to  pay  the  fcan- 
dal  and  the  ignominy  of  their  pleafures.  It 
is  prodigally  fquandered  in  a  fafluous  ihew 
of  grandeur,  the  vain  decoration  of  thofe 
who  cannot  attain  to  real  grandeur,  and  in 
feflivities  and  entertainments,  the  refource 
of  impotent  idlenefs,  in  the  midfl  of  the 
cares  and  labours  which  the  right  govern- 
ment of  an  empire  would  demand.  A  por- 
tion of  it,  it  is  true,  is  given  to  the  public 
wants;  but  inattention,  and  incapacity,  ap- 
ply it  without  judgment,  as  without  ceco- 
nomy.  Authority  deceived,  and  which 
will  not  condefcend  even  to  make  an  effort 
at  being  undeceived,  fuffers  an  unjufl  dif- 
tributionin  the  taxes,  and  a  manner  of  ga- 
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thering  them  which  is  itfelf  but  an  op- 
preflion  more.  Then  is  every  patriotic  fen- 
timent  extingiiifhed.  A  war  is  eftabliflied 
between  the  prince  and  fubjecls.  They 
who  raife  the  revenues  of  the  ftate  appear 
to  be  no  other  than  the  enemies  of  the  ci- 
tizen. He  defends  his  fortune  from  taxa- 
tion as  he  would  defend  it  from  invafion. 
Whatever  cunning  can  purloin  from  power 
feems  lawful  gain;  and  the  fubjecls,  cor- 
rupted by  the  government,  make  reprifals 
on  the  mafter  by  whom  they  are  pillaged. 
They  perceive  not,  that  in  this  unequal 
combat,  they  are  themfelves  dupes  and 
victims.  The  infatiable  and  ardent  trea- 
fury,  lefs  fatisfied  with  what  is  given,  than 
irritated  by  what  has  been  refufed,  reaches 
eagerly,  with  a  hundred  hands,  after  v/hat 
one  alone  has  dared  to  divert  from  its 
gripe.  It  joins  the  aclivity  of  power  to 
that  of  intereft.  Vexations  are  multiplied, 
under  the  fpecious  name  of  juftice  ;  and 
the  monfrcr  who  beggars  all  thofe  whom 
he  torments,  thanks  heaven  devoutly  for 
the  number  of  the  criminals    who   have 
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been  puniilied  by  him,  and  of  the  crimed 
by  which  he  is  enriched.  Happy  the  fove- 
reign  who  ihould  not  difdain,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  fo  many  abufes,  to  render  to 
his  fubjefts  a  faithful  account  of  the  em- 
ployment of  the  fums  he  might  exad  !  But 
this  fovereign  has  not  yet  appeared  ;  and, 
without  doubt,  he  never  will  appear.  The 
debt,  however,  of  the  protected  people, 
towards  the  proteclor-ftate,  is  not  a  lefs 
neceffary  and  facred  tie;  and  no  nation  has 
difowned  it.  The  Engliih  colonies  in 
North  America  had  not  given  an  example 
of  it  ;  and  never  had  the  Britiih  miniflry 
recourfe  to  them  without  obtaining  the 
fuccour  it  folicited. 

But  this  fuccour  v/as  granted  in  gifts, 
and  not  in  taxes  ;  flnce  the  conceilion  of  it 
was  preceded  by  free  and  public  delibera- 
tions in  the  affembiies  of  each  eflablilh- 
ment.  The  mother-country  had  found 
herfelf  encraeed  in  expenfive  and  cruel 
wars.  Tumultuous  and  enterprizing  par- 
liaments had  difturbed  her  tranquillity. 
She  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  miniflers 
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corrupt  and  bold;  unhappily  difpofed  to 
raife  the  authority  of  the  throne  upon  the 
ruin  of  all  the  rights,  and  all  the  powers 
of  the  people.  And  even  revolutions  had 
taken  place,  before  an  attack  upon  a  cuf- 
tom,  ftabliflied  and  ftrengthened  by  the 
happy  experience  of  two  ages,  had  ever 
once  been  dreamed  of. 

The  colonies  in  the  new  world  had  been 
accuftomed  to  regard  this  mode  of  fur- 
nifliing  their  contingent,  in  men  and  mo-  , 
ney,  as  a  right.  Had  this  pretenfion  been 
doubtful,  or  erroneous,  prudence  would 
have  forbidden  its  being  too  openly  at- 
tacked. The  art  of  maintaining  authority 
is  a  delicate  art,  which  requires  more  cir- 
cumfpedion  than  is  generally  thought. 
They  who  govern  are  perhaps  too  much 
accuftomed  to  hold  men  in  contempt. 
They  regard  them  too  much  as  flaves, 
fubdued  and  bent  down  by  nature,  whilft 
they  are  only  fo  from  habit.  If  you  lay 
on  them  a  new  load,  take  care  left  they 
fliake  it  off  with  fury  and  with  intereft. 
Forget  not  that  the  lever  of  power  has  no 
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otiier  fulcrum  than  opinion  ;  that  the  power 
of  thofe  who  govern  is  in  reality  but  the 
power  of  thofe  who  fuffer  government. 
Remind  not  people  attentively  occupied 
by  their  labours,  or  ileeping  in  their  chains, 
to  lift  up  their  eyes  to  truths  too  terrible 
for  you;  and  whilft  they  are  obeying, 
bring  not  to  their  remembrance  their  right 
to  command.  When  the  moment  of  this 
fearful  roufmg  fliall  arrive  ;  when  they 
fliall  have  thought  in  earned  that  they  are 
not  made  for  their  magiftrates,  but  that 
their  magiftrates  are  made  for  them  ; 
when  they  fliali  once  have  been  able  to 
bring  themfelves  together,  to  feel  the 
communication  of  kindred  minds,  and  to 
pronounce  with  2.  voice  unanimous  -,  We 
iviU  7iot  have  this  law  ;  this  pra&ice  is  of- 
ferifi-ve ;  medium  is  no  more;  you  v/iii 
be  conflrained,  by  an  unavoidable  alter- 
native, either  to  punifh  or  to  yield  ;  ei- 
ther to  be  tyrannical  or  weak;  and  your 
authority  henceforth  detefted  or  defpifed, 
whichever  part  it  take,  will  have  to  chufe 
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from  the  people  but  their  open  infolence, 
or  then'  hidden  hate. 

The  firft  duty,  therefore,  of  a  wife  ad- 
miniflration,  is  to  manage  the  prevailing 
opinions  in  any  country  :  for  opinion  is  the 
property  moft  dear  to  man,  dearer  even 
than  his  life,  and  confequently  much  dearer 
than  his  wealth.  A  wife  adminiftration' 
may,  without  doubt,  endeavour  to  rectify 
opinions  by  information,  or  to  alter  them 
by  perfuafion,  if  they  tend  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  public  power.  But  it  is  not 
permitted  to  thwart  them  without  necef- 
fity;  and  there  never  was  any  neceffity 
for  rejeding  the  fyftem  adopted  by  North 
America. 

In  efFecl,  whether  ^he  different  fettle- 
ments  in  this  new  world  had  been  autho- 
rized, as  they  wilhed,  to  fend  reprefenta- 
tives  to  parliament,  where  they  might  have 
deliberated  with  their  fellow-citizens  on 
the  neceffities  of  the  Britifh  empire  at 
large  ;  or,  whether  they  had  continued  to 
examine  within  themfelves  what  fhouldbe 
the   contribution  which  it  wa*  right  for 


them  to  m^ke,  no  inconvenience  could 
have  refulted  from  it  to  the  treafury.  In 
one  cafe,  the  voice  of  their  delegated  clai- 
mants would  have  been  drowned  in  that  of 
the  majority  ;  and  thefe  provinces  would 
have  found  themfelves  legally  loaded  with 
fuch  a  portion  of  the  burden  as  it  fhould 
be  wiflied  to  make  them  bear.  In  the 
other,  the  miniftry,  continuing  to  difpofe 
of  the  dignities,  the  employments,  the 
penfions,  and  even  of  the  elections,*  would 
have  experienced  no  more  reiiilance  to  its 
will  in  that  hemifphere  than  in  this. 

But  the  maxims  confecrated  by  cuftom 
in  America  were  not  founded  in  prejudice 

*  "  In  either  hemifphere,  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedl 
*'  is  gone,  when  a  minifter  can  influence  the  votes  of 
"  a  free  people.  When  the  legi/Iative  body  become 
**  corrupt,'*  fays  Montefquieu,  "  the  liberty  of  a  free 
*'  nation  expires."  **  It  is  lefs  dangerous,"  adds 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  '*  to  liberty,  to  fee  2^Jlandingarmy 
"  of  red  and  blue,  ^without  the  walls  of  parliament, 
**  than  to  fee  a  veteran  hatid  of  corrupted  members  en- 
**  lifted  in  the  fervice  of  the  minifter."  Nothing  can 
cure  this,  but  the  honefty  and  independence  of  the 
people. 
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alone.  The  preteniions  of  the  colonifts 
rafted  on  the  nature  of  their  charters,  and 
on  the  ftill  more  folid  bafis  of  that  right  of 
every  Englifli  fubjed,  not  to  be  taxed  with- 
out confent,  expieffed  by  himfelf  or  his 
reprefentative.  This  right,  which  ought 
to  be  that  of  every  people,  fince  it  is 
founded  on  the  eternal  law  of  reafon,  ori- 
ginated fo  far  back  as  in  the  reign  of  the 
firft  Edward.  From  that  epoch  the  Englifh- 
man  has  never  loft  light  of  it.  In  peace, 
in  war,  under  weak  or  wicked  kings,  in 
llavifti  or  tumultuous  times,  it  has  been  his 
unremitted  claim.  Under  the  Tudors,  this 
Englifhman  has  been  feen  to  give  up  fome 
of  his  moft  precious  privileges,  and,  un- 
rcfiftingly,  to  fubmit  his  neck  to  the  axe  of 
tyrants;  but  never  to  renounce  the  right 
of  felf-taxatlon.  It  was  in  the  defence  of 
it  that  he  has  fhed  rivers  of  blood,  that  he 
has  punifhed  or  dethroned  his  kings.  In 
Ihort,  at  the  Revolution  in  1688,  this  right 
was  folemnly  acknowledged,  by  the  cele* 
bratcd  acl,  in  which  liberty  was  feen  to 
trace,  with  the  fame  hand  with  which  it 
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had  driven  out  the  royal  defpot,  the  con- 
ditions of  the  contract  between  a  nation 
and  the  fovereign  it  had  newly  chofen. 
This  prerogative  of  a  people,  much  more 
facred,  without  all  queftion,  than  fo  many 
imaginary  rights  vv^hich  fuperflition  would 
fanclify  in  tyrants,  was,  with  regard  to 
England,  at  once  both  the  inilrument  and 
the  rampart  of  her  liberty.  She  thought, 
file  felt,  that  it  was  the  only  barrier  which 
could  for  ever  limit  defpotifm  ;  that  the 
moment  which  ftrips  a  people  of  this  pri- 
vilege, condemns  it  to  oppreflion;  and  that 
the  funds,  raifed  in  appearance  for  its  fecu- 
rity,  are  fooner  or  later  fubfervient  to  its 
ruin.  The  Engliihman,  in  founding  his 
colony,  had  carried  with  him  thefe  princi-  . 
pies  beyond  the  feas;  and  the  fame  ideas 
had  been  tranfmitted  to  his  progeny. 

If  in  the  countries  even  of  Europe,  in 
which  flavery  feems  long  fuice  to  have 
taken  its  feat  in  the  midfc  of  vices,  of 
riches,  and  of  arts  ;  in  which  the  defpotifm 
of  armies  fupports  the  defpotifm  of  courts; 
in  which  man,  chained  from  his  cradle, 
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and  bound  tightly  by  all  the  cords  both 
of  policy  and  fuperftition,  has  never  , 
breathed  the  air  of  liberty  ;  if  in  thefe 
countries,  notwithftanding,  they  who  have 
once  in  their  lives  reflecled  on  the  fate  of 
nations,  cannot  forbear  adopting  the  max- 
ims, and  envying  the  happy  people  who 
knew  how  to  make  it  the  ground-work  and 
foundation  of  their  conftitution  ^  how  much 
more  ought  the  Englifii  natives  of  America 
to  be  attached  to  the  glorious  birth-right 
they  inherit  !  They  know  the  price  at  which 
their  anceflors  had  bought  it.  The  very 
foil  which  they  inhabit  muft  produce  in 
them  a  fentiment  favourable  to  thefe  ideas. 
Difperfed  throughout  an  immenfe  conti- 
nent j  free  as  the  wild  nature  which  fur- 
rounds  them,  amidft  their  rocks,  their 
mountains,  the  vaft  plains  of  their  deferts, 
on  the  confines  of  thofe  forefts  in  which  all 
is  ftill  in  its  favage  flate,  and  where  there 
are  no  traces  of  either  the  llavery  or  the 
tyranny  of  man,  they  feem  to  receive  from  • 
every  natural  object  a  lelTon  of  liberty  and 
independence.    Befides,  thefe  people,  given 
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lip  almoft  all  of  them  to  agriculture  and 
i^  to  commerce,  to  ufeful  labours  which  ele- 
vate and  fortify  the  foul  in  infpiring  fim- 
ple  manners,  hitherto  as  far  removed  from 
riches  as  from  poverty,  cannot  be  yet  cor- 
rupted either  by  the  excefs  of  luxury,  or 
by  the  excefs  of  want.  It  is  in  this  ft  ate 
above  all  others,  that  the  man  who  enjoys 
liberty  is  moft  capable  to  maintain  it,  and 
to  fliew  himfelf  jealous  in  the  defence  of 
an  hereditary  right,  which  feems  to  be 
the  moft  certain  fecurity  for  all  the  reft. 
Such  was  the  refolution  of  the  Americans. 

Whether  the  Britifh  miniftry  were  igno-   England 
rant  of  thefe  difpoiitions,  or  whether  they  /rem 
hoped  that  their  dele2:ates  would  fucceed  nies-what 
m  cnangmg  them,   they  laid   noid   or   the  but  havs 
moment  of  a  glorious  peace  for  exacling 
a  forced  contribution  from   the   colonies. 
For  war,  and  let  it  be  well  remarked,  w^ar 
whether  unfortunate  or  fuccefsful,  ferves 
always   as  a  pretext  for  the  ufurpations  of 
governments;   as  if  the   direflors  of  the 
warring  powers  propofed  to  themfelves  by 
it,  lefs  to  vanquifh  their  enemies  than  to 
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enflave  their  fiibjecls.  The  year  1764  faw 
the  birth  of  the  famous  ftamp-aâ:,  which 
forbid  the  admilTion  in  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  of  any  inftrument  which  Ihould  not 
be  written  on  paper  marked  and  fold  for 
the  profit  of  the   Britifli  treafury. 

The  Englifh  provinces  of  North  Ame- 
rica become  indignant  at  this  ufurpation 
of  their  moft  precious  and  mofl  facred 
rights.  By  an  unanimous  agreement  they 
renounce  the  confumption  of  w^hatevcr 
was  furniflied  themby  the  mother-country, 
'till  it  fliould  have  withdrawn  this  illegal 
and  oppreflive  bill.  Even  the  women, 
whofe  weaknefs  might  have  been  feared, 
are  the  moft  ardent,  facrificing  the  fub- 
ferviencies  of  their  drefs  and  ornament  ; 
and  the  men,  animated  by  this  example, 
give  up  on  their  part  other  conveniencies 
and  enjoyments.  Many  cultivators  of  land 
quit  the  plough,  to  form  themfelves  to  the 
induftry  of  the  workfhop  ;  and  wool,  flax, 
and  cotton,  coarfely  wrought,  are  fold  at 
the  price  which  w^ould  before  have  pur- 
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chafed  the  fineft  cloths  and  the  moft  beau- 
tiful fluffs. 

This  kind  of  confpiracy  ftuns  the  fo- 
vernment.  By  the  clamour  of  the  mer- 
chants, whofe  wares  are  without  vent,  its^ 
inquietude  is  encreafed.  The  enemies  of 
the  miniftry  uphold  thefe  difcontents  ; 
and  the  ftamp-acl  is  revoked  after  two 
years  of  a  convulfive  agitation,  which  in 
other  times  would  have  lighted  up  a  civil 
war. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  Colonies  is  of 
fhort  duration.  The  parliament,  which 
had  retreated  but  with  extreme  repug- 
nance, ordains  in  1767,  that  the  revenue 
w^hich  could  not  be  obtained  by  means  of 
ftamps,  ftiould  b£  raifed  by  taxes  on  the 
glafs,  the  lead,  the  pafte-board,  the  colours, 
the  paper-hangings,  and  the  tea,  which  are 
carried  from  England  to  America.  The 
people  of  the  Northern  Continent  are  not 
lefs  revolted  at  this  innovation  than  at  the 
former.  In  vain  are  they  told  that  no  ong 
could  difpute  the  right  of  Great  Britain 
to  lay  on  her  exportations  the  duties  which 
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her  intereft  demands,  fince  flie  denies  not 
to  her  Colonies,  fituated  beyond  the  feas, 
the' liberty  of  fabricating  themfelves  the 
wares  fubjecled  to  the  new  taxation.  This 
fubterfuge  appears  but  as  a  derifion  to 
men,  who  being  cultivators  of  land  alone, 
and  reduced  to  the  having  no  communi- 
cation but  with  their  mother  country,  can* 
not  procure,  either  by  their  own  induftry, 
or  by  foreign  connexions,  the  objeds  which 
had  recently  been  taxed.  Whether  this 
tribute  be  paid  in  the  old  or  new  world, 
they  perceive  that  the  word  makes  no  al- 
teration  in  the  thing,  and  that  their  li- 
berty would  not  be  lefs  attacked  by  this 
mode,  than  by  that  which  had  been  repel- 
led by  them  with  fuccefs.  The  Colonifts 
fee  clearly  that  the  government  would  be- 
guile them  ;  and  they  will  not  be  beguiled, 
Thefe  political  fophifms  appear  to  them  as 
they  are,  the  mafk  of  tyranny. 

Nations  in   general  are  made  more  for 

,  feeling  than  for  thinking.      The  greateft 

part  of  them  never  had  an  idea  of  analyf- 

ing  the  nature  of  the  power  by  which  they 
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are  governed.  They  obey  without  reflec- 
tion, and  becaufe  they  have  the  habit  of 
obeying.  The  origin  and  the  object  of 
the  firft  national  affociations .  being  un- 
known to  them,  all  refiftance  to  govern- 
ment appears  to  them  a  crime.  It  is  chief- 
ly in  thofe  ftates  where  the  principles  of 
legillation  are  confounded  with  thofe  of 
religion,  that  this  blindnefs  is  to  be  met 
with.  The  habit  of  believing  favours  the 
habit  of  fuffering.  Man  renounces  not 
any  one  object  with  impunity.  It  feems 
as  if  nature  would  revenge  herfelf  upon 
him  who  dares  thus  to  degrade  her.  The 
fervile  difpoiition  which  flie  (lamps  upon 
his  foul  in  confequence,  extends  itfelf 
throughout.  It  makes  a  duty  of  relignation 
as  of  meannefs  ;  and  kiffing  chains  of  all 
kinds  with  refpecl,  trembles  to  examine 
either  its  dodrines  or  its  laws.  In  the  fame 
manner  that  a  iingle  extravagance  in  reli- 
gious opinions  is  fufEcient  to  make  many 
more  to  be  adopted  by  minds  once  de- 
ceived, a  firft  ufurpation  of  government 
opens  the  door  to  all  the  reft.     He  who 
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believes  the  greater,  believes  the  lefs  5  he 
who  can  do  the  greater,  can  do  the  lefs. 
It  is  by  this  double  abufe  of  credulity  and 
authority  that  all  the  abfurdities  in  matters 
of  religion  and  policy  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  world  for  the  harrafling  and 
the  crufhing  of  the  human  race.      Thus  at 
the  firft  fignal  of  liberty  among  nations, 
they  have  been  prompted  to  fhake  off  both 
thefe  yokes  together;   and  the   epoch  in 
which  the  human  mind  began  to  difcufs 
the  abufes  of  the  church  and  clergy,  is  that 
in  which  reafon  perceived  at  laft  the  rights 
of  men  ;   and  in  which  courage  attempted 
to  fet  the  firft  limits  to  defpotic  power. 
The  principles  of  toleration  and  of  liberty, 
eftabliflied  in   the    Englifli   colonies,    had 
made  them  a  different  people  from  all  o- 
thers.      There  it  was  known  what  was  the 
dignity   of  man  ;    and  when  the  Britifli 
miniftry  violated  it,  it  could  not  be  other- 
wife  but  that  a  people  all  compofed  of  de- 
nizens, fhould  rife  againft  the  wickednefs 
of  the  attempt. 
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Three  years  elapfed,  without  a  revenue 
from  any  one  of  the  taxes  which  had  fo 
wounded  the  Americans  to  the  quick. 
This  was  fomething  :  but  it  was  not  all  to 
\vhich  men  jealous  of  their  prerogatives 
had  pretenfions.  They  infifted  upon  a 
general  and  formal  renunciation  of  v/hat 
had  been  fo  illegally  ordained  ;  and  this 
fatisfaclion  was  given  them  in  1770.  Tea 
only  was  excepted.  But  the  objed  of 
this  exception  was  only  to  palliate  the 
fliame  of  entirely  giving  up  the  fuperion- 
ty  of  the  mother-country  over  her  co- 
lonies :  for  this  duty  was  not  more  co- 
gently exacled  than  the  others  had  been. 

The  miniftry,  deceived  by  their  dele-  ^^"^ 
gates,  believed  undoubtedly  that  the  dif-  ^^;^3 
pofition  of  the  new-v/orld  was  altered,  ^7"^^^,^^ 
when,  in  1773,  they  ordered  the  collection  ^jj^f* 

of  the  duty  upon  tea.  yures 

At  this  news   the  indignation  becomes   -^J^f^^^^^ 
general  in  North  America.      In  fome  pro-  l[f^ 
vinces,  formal  thanks  are  agreed  upon  to 
be  rendered  to  the  mafters  of  veffels  who 
would  not  fuffer  this  production  to  make 
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any  part  of  their  cargo.     In  others,  the 
merchants  to  whom  it  is  configned  will  not 
receive  it.      Here,  he  is  declared  an  enemy 
of  his   country  who  ihall  dare  to  vend  it. 
There,  they  are  ftigmatized  with  the  fame 
reproach  who  fliall  keep  it  in  their  ftores. 
Many  provinces  folemnly  renounce  the  ufe 
of  this  elegant  refrefliment.      A  ftill  great- 
er number  burn  what  they  had  remaining 
of  this  leaf,  'till  then  the  objed  of  their 
delight.      The  tea  fent  to  this  part  of  the 
globe   was  valued  at  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  ;   and  not  a  fmgle 
cheft   of  it  was  landed.      Bofton  was  the 
principal  theatre  of  this  infurrecT:ion.      Its 
inhabitants  deftroyed,   in  their  very  port, 
three  cargoes  of  tea  which  arrived  from 
Europe. 

This  great  town  had  always  appeared 
more  occupied  by  a  fenfe  of  its  rights  than 
the  reft  of  America.  The  leaft  attempt 
that  was  made  upon  their  privileges  had 
been  repelled  without  fcruplc  and  without 
referve.  This  refiftance,  fometimes  not 
unaccompanied  by  tumult,  had  for  fome 
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years  been  tirefome  to  government.  The 
miniftry,  who  had  a  vengeance  to  wreak, 
feized  too  eagerly  upon  the  circumftance 
of  a  blameable  excefs  ;  and  required  the 
parliament  to  punifli  it  feverely. 

Moderate  men  wifiied  that  the  offending 
town  might  be  fentenced  only  to  an  in- 
demnification proportioned  to  the  wafte 
that  had  been  made  in  its  road,  and  to 
fuch  amends  as  it  ought  to  make  for  not 
having  puniflied  this  act  of  violence.  This 
fe'ntence  was  thought  too  flight  ;  and  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1774,  a  bill  was  paffed 
for  {hutting  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  and 
forbidding  any  thing  to  be  landed  or  load- 
ed at  it. 

The  court  of  London  applauded  itfelf 
for  fo  rigorous  a  law^  and  doubted  not  but 
that  it  would  brins:  the  Boftonians  to  that 
difpofition  to  llavery  which  it  had  vainly 
laboured  'till  then  to  give  them.  If,  con- 
trary to  all  appearance,  tliefe  ilurdy  men 
fliould  perfevere  in  their  pretenfions,  their 
neighbours  would  be  ardent  in  profiting 
from  the  interdiction  laid  upon  the  prin- 
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cipal  harbour  of  the  province.  Suppofing 
the  worfl,  the  other  colonies,  long  fince 
jealous  of  that  of  Maffachufet,  would  aban- 
don it  with  indifference  to  its  melancholy 
fate,  and  gather  up  the  immenfe  trade 
which  would  flow  in  to  them  on  the  tide 
of  its  misfortunes.  By  theie  means  would 
be  broken  the  union  of  thefe  different  eila- 
blifiaments,  which  had  for  fome  years  pafl 
acquired  a  greater  degree  of  confiflency 
than  was  pleafmg  to  the  mother- country. 
The  expedation  of  the  miniflry  was 
totally  deceived.  An  acl  of  rigour  fome- 
times  over-awes.  The  people  who  have 
murmured  as  long  as  the  thunder-ftorm, 
growled  only  at  a  diflance,  when  it  comes  to 
burfl  upon  them,  frequently  fubmit.  It 
is  then  that  they  weigh  the  advantages  and 
diflidvantages  of  refiftance  ;  that  they  con- 
template their  own  ilrength  and  that  of 
their  opprefTors  ;  that  a  panic  terror  feizes 
thofe  who  have  every  thing  to  lofe,  with- 
out any  thing  to  gain  ;  that  they  lift  up 
their  voice,  that  they  intimidate,  that  they 
corrupt  J  that  divifion  arifes  in  the  minds 
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of  men,   and  that  the  community  is  fepa- 
ratedinto  two  faclions,  which  irritate  each 
other,   which   come   oftentimes    to  blows, 
and  cut  each  other's  throats  under  the  eyes 
of  their  tyrants,  w^ho  with  fweet  comphi- 
cency  behold  their  dreaming  blood.      But 
tyrants    feldom    find   accomplices   but  a- 
îTiongil  a  people  already  corrupted  to  their 
hands.      It  is  vice  which  gives  them  allies 
amongft  thofe  whom  they  opprefs.      It  is 
unmanly  foftnefs,  which,  filled  with  ter- 
rors, dares  not  barter  its  repofe  for  honour- 
able peril.      It  is  the  vile  ambition  to  com- 
mand,   which    lends  its   arm  to  defpotic 
power,  and  confents  to  be  a  ilave  in  order 
to  domineer  ;   to  give  up  a  people  in  order 
to  partake  their  fpoil  ;   and   to  renounce 
real  honour  for  the  obtaining  of  titles,  the 
nick-names  of  honour.      It   is,   above  all, 
the  indifferent  and  cold  perfonality,  which 
is  the  lad  vice  amongft  a  people,   the  laft: 
crime  of  governments,  for  it  it  ever  the 
government  which  gives   it  birth  ;    it  is 
that,  which   from  principle  facrifices  a  na- 
tion to  a  man,  and  the  happinefs  of  an  age 
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and  of  pofterity  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  day 
and  of  a  moment.  None  of  thefe  vices, 
the  production  of  a  fociety  opulent  and 
voluptuous,  of  a  fociety  grown  old  and 
verging  to  its  end,  belong  to  a  people  new- 
ly eftablifhed  and  occupied  in  ufeful  la- 
bours. The  Americans  remained  united. 
The  execution  of  a  bill,  which  they  called 
inhuman,  barbarous,  and  bloody,  tended 
but  to  ftrengthen  them  in  the  refolution 
of  maintaining  their  rights  with  the  more 
accord  and  conRancy. 

At  Bofton,  the  acrid  and  ardent  fpirit  is 
more  and  more  exalted.  The  cry  of  reli- 
gion adds  force  to  that  of  liberty.  The 
houfes  of  worfhip  re-echo  with  the  moll 
violent  exhortations  againft  England.  It 
was  without  doubt  an  interefting  fpeclacle 
for  philofophy.  to  fee  that  even  in  temples, 
at  the  foot  of  altars,  where  fuperftition  has 
fo  often  blefled  the  chains  of  nations,  where 
priefts  have  fo  often  flattered  tyrants,  li- 
berty lifted  up  her  voice  in  defence  of  the 
privileges  of  an  oppreffed  people  ;  and  if 
it  can  be  thought  that   the  Deity  vouch- 
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fafes  to  look  down  upon  the  unhappy 
feuds  of  men,  it  was  better  pleafed  un- 
doubtedly to  fee  its  fancluary  confecrated 
to  this  ufe,  and  hymns  to  liberty  make  a 
part  of  the  worihip  by  which  it  was  ad- 
dreffed.  Thefe  exhortations  of  the  preach- 
ers muft  have  had  a  great  effect  ;  and  when 
a  free  people  invokes  heaven  againft  op- 
preffion,  it  delays  not  long  to  have  recourfe 
to  arms. 

The  other  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Maffachufet  difdain  even  the  idea  of 
drawing  the  leafl;  advantage  from  the  dif- 
afters  of  the  capital.  They  think  but  of 
drawing  clofer  the  bonds  which  unite  them 
with  the  Boflonians,  difpofed  rather  to  feek 
a  grave  in  the  ruins  of  their  common 
country,  than  to  let  the  leafl  aiiault  be 
HLiade  on  rights  which  they  had  learned  to 
prize  more  highly  than  their  lives. 

All  the  provinces  attach  themfelves  to 
the  caufe  of  Bofton  ;  and  their  affection 
encreafes  in  proportion  to  the  fufferings  of 
this  unhappy  town.  Nearly  as  culpable 
of  a  reliilance  fo  feverely  puniilied,  they 
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are  well  aware  that  the  mother-country 
but  defers  her  vengeance  againft  them  ; 
and  that  all  the  grace  with  which  the  mod 
favoured  can  be  flattered,  is  to  be  the  lafl 
on  which  the  hand  of  oppreffion  fhall  be 
doomed  to  fall. 

Thefe  difpoiitions  to  a  general  infurree- 
tion  are  augmented  by  the  acl  againft  Bof- 
ton,  which  is  feen  circulating  throughout 
the  continent  upon  paper  edged  with  black, 
emblematical  of  mourning  for  libertv  de- 
parted.  Soon  the  difquietude  communi- 
cates itfelf  from  houfe  to  houfe.  The  in- 
habitants affemble  and  converfe  together 
in  the  public  places  ;  and  writings,  full  of 
eloquence  and  vigour,  are  delivered  every 
where  from  the  prefs. 

"  The  feverities  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
'^  ment  againft  Bofton  (fay  they  in  thefe 
"  writings)  fhould  caufe  all  the  American 
"  provinces  to  tremble.  They  have  now 
''  nothing  left  them  but  to  chufe  between 
'"  fire  and  fword  and  the  horrors  of  death, 
"  or  the  yoke  of  paffive,  flavifh  obedi- 
"  cncc.      Behold  the  aera  of  an  important 
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*«  revolution  is  at  length  arrived,  the  event 
"  of  which,  as  it  ihall  be  happy  or  fuc- 
"  cefslefs,  will  claim  and  fix  for  ever  ei- 
"  ther  the  regret  or  the  admiration  of  po- 
;"   fterity.      ' 

"  Shall  we  be  freemen,  or  be  liaves  ? 
*'  On  the  folution  of  this  grand  problem 
"  is  about  to  depend,  for  the  prefent,  the 
"  fate  of  three  millions  of  men,  and,  for 
*'  the  future,  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of 
'*   their  numberlefs  defcendents. 

"  Awake  then,  roufe  then,  O  Ameri- 
"  cans  !  Never  did  clouds  fo  black  hano- 
"  over  the  region  you  inhabit.  You  are 
**  called  rebels,  becaufe  you  v/ill  not  be 
taxed  but  by  your  reprefentatives.  Vin- 
dicate this  juft  preteniion  by  your  cou- 
rage, or  feal  the  lofs  of  it  with  all  your 
''  blood. 

"  Time  for  deliberation  is  no  more, 
"  Whilft  the  hand  of  the  oppreiTor  labours 
"  inceffantly  to  forge  your  chains,  filence 
would  be  guilt,  inadion,  infamy.  Let 
"  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  the 
^[  commonweal    be    your   fiipreme   law. 

I^  3 
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'•  That  man  would  be  the  la  ft  of  Haves, 
"  who  in  the  danger  into  which  the  li- 
"  berty  of  America  is  fallen,  would  not 
"   exert  every  effort  to  preferve  it." 

This  difpoiition  was  the  common  one  : 
but  the  important  object,  the  difficult  thing 
in  the  midfl  of  a  general  tumult,  was  to 
contrive  that  a  calm  might  be  brought  on, 
by  favour  of  which  might  be  formed  a  con- 
cert of  wills,  to  give  dignity,  ftrength, 
andconfiftency  to  their  refolutions.  It  is 
this  concert,  which,  of  a  multitude  of 
fcattered  parts,  and  each  eafily  to  be  bro- 
ken, compofes  a  whole  that  is  not  to  be 
rendered  traclable,  unlefs  it  be  to  be  divi- 
ded by  policy  or  by  power.  The  neceffii- 
ty  of  this  grand  combination,  or  totality, 
is  ftrikingly  perceived  by  the  provinces  of 
NewHampfliire,  of  Maffachufet,  of  Rhode- 
jfland,  of  Conneâ:icut,  of  New  York,  of 
New  Jerfey,  of  the  Delaware  counties,  of 
Maryland,  of  Pennfylvania,  of  Virginia, 
and  of  both  the  Carolinas.  Thefe  twelve 
colonies,  v/hich  were  afterwards  joined  by 
Georgia,  fent  deputies  to   Philadelphia,  in 
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the  month  of  September  1774?  charged  with 
the  defence  of  theh'  rights  and  interefls. 

The  difputes  of  the  mother-country  with 
her  colonies,  affume  at  this  period  an  im- 
portance to  which  they  had  not  been  be- 
fore in  titled.  It  is  no  longer  a  few  indivi- 
duals who  make  an  obftinate  refiftance  to 
imperious  mailers.  It  is  the  ftruggle  of 
one  body  of  men  againft  another;  of  the 
Congrefs  of  America  againft  the  Parliament 
of  England;  of  a  nation  againft  a  nation. 
By  the  refolutions  taken  on  either  fide, 
minds  mutually  are  heated.  The  ferment 
of  animofity  increafes.  All  hope  of  recon- 
ciliation vaniihes.  On  each  fide  the  fword 
is  whetted.  Great  Britain  fends  troops  to 
the  new  world.  This  other  hemifphere 
prepares  for  its  defence.  Its  citizens  be- 
come foldiers.  The  combuftibles  are  col- 
lected; the  conflagration  is  about  to  blaze. 
Gage,  the  commander  of  the  royal 
troops,  fends  from  Bofton,  in  the  night 
of  the  i8th  of  April,  1775,  a  detachment 
charged  with  the  deftruclion  of  a  magazine 
of  arms,  and  other  military  ftores,  collected 
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by  the  Americans  at  Concord.    This  body 
of  troops  meet  at  Lexington  with  fome 
militia,  whom  they  difperfe  with  little  dif- 
ficulty, continue  their  march  rapidly,  and 
execute  the  commiffion  to  which  they  had 
been  appointed.      But  fcarcely  are  they  on 
their  return  towards  the  capital,  but  they 
find  themfelves   affailed,  for  the  fpace  of 
fifteen  miles,  by  a  furious  multitude,  and 
death  on   each  fide  is  given  and  received. 
.    Englifli  blood,  fo  often  fhed  in  Europe  by 
Englifli  hands,  irrigates  America  in  its  turn, 
and  the  civil  war  is  embarked  in. 

On  the  fame  field  of  battle,  the  follow^ 
ing  months,  more  regular  combats  are  be- 
held. Warren  becomes  one  of  the  vidims 
of  thefe  unnatural  and  murderous  actions. 
The  Congrefs  honour  his  aflies. 

"  He  is  not  dead,  (faid  the  orator)  this 
"  excellent  citizen  fliall  never  die.  His 
memory  fliall  be  for  ever  prefent,  and 
for  ever  dear,  to  all  good  men,  to  all 
who  love  their  country.  In  the  fliort 
fpace  of  a  life  but  of  three  and  thirty 
years,  he  had  difplayed  the  talents  of  a 
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ftatefman,  the  virtues  of  a  fenator,  the 
foul  of  a  hero. 

"  Approach,  all  you  whom  the  fame 
intereil  infpirits  ;  approach  your  coun- 
trymarx's  ftill  bleeding  body.  Wafli 
with  your  tears  his  honourable  wounds» 
But  hang  not  too  long  over  this  inani- 
mated  corie.  Return  to  your  habitati- 
ons  to  fill  them  with  deteftation  at  the 
crime  of  tyranny.  Let  your  horrible 
defcriptions  of  it  make  each  particular 
hair  to  Hand  on  end  upon  your  chil- 
dren's heads,  inflame  their  eyes  with 
noble  rage,  ftamp  menaces  on  their 
brows,  and  draw,  by  their  mouths,  in- 
dignation from  their  hearts  !  Then, 
then,  ihall  you  give  them  arms;  and 
yourlaft,  your  fondefl  wifh  fliall  be,  that 
they  may  return  vidorious,  or  may  die 
like  Warren.*' 
The  difturbances  by  which  the  province 
of  Maffachufet  was  agitated,  were  repeated 
in  the  other  provinces.  The  fcenes,  in- 
deed, were  not  bloody,  becaufe  there  were 
no  Britifli  troops  ;  but  the  Americans  feize 
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every  where  on  the  forts,  the  arms,  and 
the  military  flores;  they  every  where  ex- 
pel their  governors,  and  the  other  agents 
of  England;  and  every  where  harrafs  fuch 
of  the  inhabitants  as  appeared  favourable 
to  its  caufe.  Some  enterprizing  men  have 
the  fpirit  even  to  take  pofleflion  of  the 
works  formerly  ereded  by  the  French  upon 
the  lake  Champlain,  between  New-England 
and  Canada,  and  to  make  an  irruption  into 
this  vaft  region. 

Whilfi:  fmiple  individuals,  or  detached 
diftridls,  are  thus  ufefuliy  ferving  the  com- 
mon caufe,  the  Congrefs  is  occupied  with 
the  care  of  affembling  an  army.  The 
command  of  it  is  given  to  George  Wafli- 
ington,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  known 
by  fome  happy  exploits  in  preceding  wars. 
Inftantly  the  new  general  flies  to  the  pro- 
vinceof  MaiTachufet,  drives  the  royal  troops 
from  poll  to  poft,  and  obliges  them  to  fliut 
themfelves  up  in  Boilon.  Six  thoufand  ■ 
of  thefe  old  foldiers,  efcaped  from  the 
fword,  from  ficknefs,  from  all  the  miferies  j 
incident  to  their  profcflion,  and  preffed  by 
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îiuîiger,  or  by  the  enemy,  embark  the  24th 
of  March  1776,  with  a  precipitation  which 
partakes  of  flight.  They  go  to  feek  an 
afylum  in  Nova  Scotia,  which  remained, 
as  well  as  lorida  and  Canada,  faithful  to 
its  ancient  mafters. 

This  fuccefs  was  the  firil  ftep  of  Ensfîifh   '^J-^  ^°^°' 

*  »^  mes -were 

America  towards  the  revolution.      It  was  '"  {^^ 

right  to 

begun  to  be  openly  defired.      The  princi-  ff'^^'^^^ 
pies  which  iuftiiied  it  were  difperfed  on  f'^^'"^^ 

■*  ^  -^  ^       ^  *  fromtheir 

all  fides.      Thefe  principles,   which   w^re   ""^^-'f'"- 

country^ 

indebted  for  their  birth   to   Europe,  and  '''^'Z'^"- 

^    ^  dently  of 

particularly  to   England,   had  been  t'ranf-   ^^^'^'f- 

.  .  'Content. 

planted  in  America  by  philofophy.  The 
knowledge,  and  the  difcoveries  of  the  mo- 
ther-country v/ere  turned  againft  herfelf, 
and  ihe  was  told  that 

Care  muil  be  taken  not  to  confound  to- 
gether fociety  and  government.  That  they 
may  be  known  diftinftiy,  their  origin 
ihould  be  conlidered. 

Man,  thrown,  as  it  were,  by  chance  up- 
on this  globe,  furrounded  by  all  the  evils 
of  nature  ;  obliged  continually  to  defend 
and  protect  his  life  againft  the  ftorms  and 
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tempefts  of  the  air,  againft  the  inundati- 
ons of  water,  againft  the  fire  of  volcanos, 
againft  the  inteniperature  of  frigid  or  torrid 
zones,  againft  the  fterility  of  the  earth, 
which  refufes  him  aliment,  or  its  baneful 
fecundity  which  makes  poifons  fpring  up 
beneath  his  feet;  in  fhort,  againft  the  claws 
and  teeth  of  favage  beafts,  who  difpute 
with  him  his  habitation  and  his  pffey,  and, 
attacking  his  perfon,  feem  refolved  to  ren- 
der themfelves  rulers  of  this  globe,  of  which 
he  thinks  himfelf  to  be  the  mafter  :  man 
in  this  ftate,  alone  and  abandoned  to  him- 
felf, could  do  nothing  for  his  prefervation. 
It  was  neceflary,  therefore,  that  he  fhould 
unite  himfelf,  and  alTociate  with  his  like, 
in  order  to  bring  together  their  ftrength 
and  intelligence  in  common  ftock.  It  is 
by  this  union  that  he  has  triumphed  over 
fo  many  evils,  that  he  has  fafliioned  this 
globe  to  his  ufe,  reftrained  the  rivers,  fub- 
jugated  the  feas,  infured  his  fubfiftence, 
conquered  a  part  of  the  animals  in  oblig- 
ing them  to  fcrve  him,  and  driven  others 
far  from  his  empire,  to  the  depths  of  de- 
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ferts  or  of  woods,  where  their  number  di- 
miniflies  from  age  to  age.  What  a  man 
alone  would  not  have  been  able  to  efiecl, 
men  have  executed  in  concert  ;  and  alto- 
gether they  preferve  their  work.  Such  is 
the  origin,  fuch  the  advantage  and  the  end 
of  all  fociety. 

Government  owes  its  birth  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  preventing  and  repre fling  the  inju- 
ries which  the  aiTociated  individuals  had  to 
fear  from  one  another.  It  is  the  fentinel 
who  watches,  in  order  that  the  common 
labours  be  not  difturbed. 

Thus  fociety  originates  in  the  wants  of 
men,  government  in  their  vices.  Society 
tends  always  to  good  ;  government  ought 
always  to  tend  to  the  repreffing  of  evil.  So- 
ciety is  the  firft,  it  is  in  its  origin  indepen- 
dent and  free  ;  government  was  infli- 
tuted  for  it,  and  is  but  its  inflrument. 
It  is  for  one  to  command  ;  it  is  for  the  o- 
ther  to  obey.  Society  created  the  public 
power  ;  government,  which  has  received 
it  from  fociety,  ought  to  confecrate  it  en- 
tirely to  its  ufe.     In  fliort,  fociety  is  ef- 
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fcntially  good  ;     government,  as  is  well 
known,  may  be,  and  is  but  too  often  evil. 

It  has  been  faid  that  we  were  all  born 
equal  ;  that  is  not  fo  :  that  we  had  all  the 
fame  rights.  I  am  ignorant  of  what  are 
rights,  where  there  is  .an  inequality  of  ta- 
lents, or  of  ftrength,  and  no  fecurity  nor 
fanction  :  that  nature  offered  to  us  all 
the  fame  dwelling,  and  the  farne  refources  ; 
that  is  not  fo  :  that  we  were  all  endowed 
indifferently  with  the  fame  means  of  de- 
fence ;  that  is  not  fo  :  and  I  know  not  in 
what  fenfe  it  can  be  true,  that  we  all  enjoy 
the  fame  qualities  of  mind  and  body. 

There  is  amongft  men  an  original  ine- 
quality which  nothing  can  remedy.  It 
muft  lafi;  for  ever  ;  and  all  that  can  be  ob- 
tained by  the  beft  legiflation,  is,  not  to  de- 
ftroy  it,  but  to  prevent  the  abufe  of  it. 

But  in  making  diftindions  between  her  j 
children   like   a  ilep-mother,    in   creating 
fome  children  flrong  and  others  weak,  has  1 
not  nature  he rfelf  formed  the  germ  or  prin- 
ciple of  tyranny  ?  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  denied }  efpecially  if  we  look  back  to 
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a  time  anterior  to  all  legiilatioh,  a  time  in 
which  man  will  be  feen  as  paflionate  and 
as  void  of  reafon  as  a  brute. 

"What  then  have  founders  of  nations, 
what  have  legiilators  propofed  to  them- 
felves  ?  To  obviate  all  the  diiafters  ariling 
from  this  germ  when  it  is  expanded,  by  a 
fort  of  artificial  equality,  which  might  re- 
duce all  the  members  of  a  fociety,  without 
exception,  underan  impartial,  fole  autho- 
rity. It  is  a  fword  which  moves  gently, 
equably  and  indifferently,  over  every  head  : 
but  this  fword  was  ideal.  It  was  necefia- 
ry  that  there  fhould  be  a  hand,  a  corpo^ 
real  being  who  fliould  hold  it. 

What  has  refuited  thence  ?  Whv,  that 
the  hiftory  of  civilized  man  is  but  the  hif- 
tory  of  his  mifery.  All  the  pages  of  it 
are  ftained  with  blood  ;  fonie  with  the 
blood  of  the  opprelTors,  the  others  with 
the  blood  of  the  opprelTed. 

In  this  point  of  view,  man  appears  more 
wicked  and  more  miferable  than  a  beaft. 
Different  fpecies  of  beafls  fubfifl  on  dif- 
ferent fpecies.      But  focieties  of  men  have 
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never  ccafed  to  attack  each  other.  Ev^n 
in  the  fame  fociety  there  is  no  condition 
but  devours  and  is  devoured,  vi^hatever 
may  have  been  or  are  the  forms  of  the  go- 
vernment,  or  artificial  equality,  which  hava 
been  oppofed  to  the  primitive  and  natural 
inequality. 

But  are  thefe  forms  of  government,  fup- 
pofing  them  made  by  the  choice,  and  the 
free  choice,   of  the  firft  fettlers  in  a  coun- 
try,  and  whatever  fanflion  they  may  have 
received,  whether  that  of  oaths,  or  of  un- 
animous accord,   or  of  their  duration,  are 
they  obligatory   upon  their  defcendents  ? 
There  is  no  fuch  thing:   and  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  that  you  Englilhmen,   who  have  fuc- 
ceffively  undergone  fo  many  different  re- 
volutions   in    your  political    conftitution,, 
toffed  as  you  have  been  from  monarchy  to 
tyranny,  from  tyranny  to  ariflocracy,  from 
ariftocracy  to  democracy,  and  from  demo- 
cracy to  anarchy;  it  is  impoffible  that  you, 
without  accufing   yourfelves   of  rebellion 
and  of  perjury,  can  think  otherwife  than  I 
do. 
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We  examine  things  with  a  philofophic 
eye;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  it  is  not 
the  fpeculations  of  philofophers  which 
bring  on  civil  troubles.  No  fubjects  are 
more  patient  than  \ye  are.  I  proceed  then 
in  purfuit  of  my  object,  without  any  caufe 
to  fear  that  mifchief  can  follow  fi'om  my 
reafoning. 

If  the  people  are  happy  under  their  form 
of  government,  they  will  keep  it.  If  they 
are  unhappy,  it  will  not  be  either  your 
opinions  or  mine,  it  will  be  the  impoiîi- 
bility  of  fuffering  more,  and  longer,  which 
will  determine  them  to  change  it  ;  a  falu- 
tary  impulfe,  which  the  oppreiTor  will  call 
revolt,  though  it  be  but  the  jufl  exercife 
of  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  of  the 
man  who  is  oppreffedj  and  even  of  the 
man  who  is  not  oppreiled. 

A  man  wills  and  chufes  for  him.felf.  He 
cannot  will  nor  chufe  for  another  ;  and  it 
would  be  a  madnefs  to  will  and  to  chui^^ 
for  him  who  is  yet  unborn,  for  him  who 
will  not  yet  exift  for  ages.  There  is  no 
individual  but  who,  difcontented  with  the 
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form  of  the  government  of  his  country,, 
may  go  elfewhcre  to  feek  a  better.  There 
is  no  fociety  but  which  has  the  fame  right 
to  change,  as  their  anceftors  had  to  adopt, 
their  form  of  government.  Upon  this 
point,  it  is  with  focieties  as  if  they  were 
at  the  firfl;  moment  of  their  civilization. 
Without  which  there  would  be  a  great 
evil  ;  nay,"  the  greateft  of  evils  would  be 
without  a  remedy.  Millions  of  men  would 
be  condemned  to  mifery  without  end. 
Conclude  then  with  me, 

Tha.t  there  is  no  form  of  government 
which  has  the  prerogative  to  be  immut- 
able. 

No  political  authority,  which,  created 
yellerday,  or  a  thoufand  years  ago,  may 
not  be  abrogated  in  ten  years  time  or  to- 
morrow. 

No  power,  however  refpeâ:able,  how- 
ever facred,  that  is  authorized  to  regard 
the  ftate  as  its  property. 

Whoever  thinks  otherwife  is  a  Have.  It 
is  to  be  an  idolater  of  the  work  of  his  own 
hands. 
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Whoever  thinks  other  wife  is  a  madman^, 
who  devotes  himfelf  to  eternal  mifery,  who 
devotes  to  it  his  family,  his  children,  and 
his  childrens'  children,  in  allowing  to  his 
anceftors  the  right  of  ftipulating  for  him 
when  he  exifted  not,  and  in  arrogating  to 
himfelf  the  right  of  ftipulating  for  a  pro* 
geny  which  does  not  yet  exift. 

All  authority  in  this  world  has  begun 
either  by  the  confent  of  the  fubjeéts,  or  by 
the  power  of  the  mafter*.  In  both  one  and 

*  "  Men,"  fays  Mr  Locke,  "  being  all  free, equal  and 
**  independent,  no  one  can  be  put  out  of  his  eftate,  and 
*'  fubjeéled  to  the  political  power  of  another,  nuithout 
**  his  onun  confent.  The  only  way,  whereby  any  one 
**  divefts  himfelf  of  his  natural  liberty,  and  puts  on  the 
"  bonds  of  civil  fociety,  is  by  agreeing  with  other  men 
**  to  join  and  unite  in  a  community  for  their  comforta- 
"  ble,  fafe,  and  peaceable,  living  one  among  another 
**  in  a  fecure  enjoyment  of  their  properties ,  and  a  great- 
"  er  fecurity  againft  any  that  are  not  of  it.  This  any 
«<  number  of  men  may  do,  becaufe  it  injures  not  the 
"  freedom  of  the  reft.  They  are  left,  as  they  were, 
*'  in  the  liberty  of  a  ftate  of  nature.  When  any  num- 
**  ber  of  men  have  fo  confented  to  make  one  commu- 
"  nity  or  government,  they  are  thereby  prefently  in- 
•'  corporated,  and  made  one  body  politic,  wherein  the 
<*  7naJ9rify\\2ivQ^.  right  to  aét."  2  Treat,  concertiing go- 
"  "jernrjient,  chap.  viii.  §  95. 
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the  other  cafe,  it  may  juftly  end.  There 
is  no  prefcription  in  favour  of  tyranny  a- 
gainft  liberty. 

**  And  thus,  that  which  begins,  and  a(^ually  con- 
*'  dudes  any  political  fociety,  is  nothing  but  the  con- 
**  fent  of  a  number  qI  free  men,  capable  of  a  majority 
«'  to  unite  and  incorporate  into  luch  a  fociety.  And 
<*  this  is  that,  and  that  onlyy  which  did,  or  could^  give 
^*  beginning  to  ajiy  laiv/ul  government  in  the  world.'^ 
«  lb,  98. 

**  It  13  true,  that  whatever  engagements  or  promifea 
<*  any  one  has  made  for  himfelf,  he  is  under  the  obli- 
<*  gation  of  them,  but  cannot  by  any  compad  what- 
«  ever  hind  his  children  or  pofterity  :  for  his  fon,  when 
«  a  man,  being  altogether  as  free  as  the  father,  any 
**  aâ:  of  the  father  can  no  more  give  away  the  liberty 
**  of  the  fon,  than  it  can  of  any  body  elfe.  He  may 
<'  indeed  annex  fuch  conditions  to  the  land  he  enjoyed, 
"  as  a  fubjeft  of  any  commonwealth,  as  may  oblige 
**  his  fon  to  be  of  that  community,  if  he  will  enjoy 
"  thofe  poffeffions,  which  were  his  father's  :  becaufe 
"  that  cilate  being  his  father's  property,  he  may  dif- 
**  pofe  or  fettle  it  as  he  pleafes."    §     16. 

"  There  is  a  common  diftindion  of  an  expre/t  and  a 
"  tacit  confent,  which  will  concern  our  prefent  cafe 
«*  no  body  knows;  but  an  exprefs  confent  of  any  man, 
"  entering  into  any  fociety,  makes  him  a  perfed  mem- 
«'  ber  of  that  fociety,  a  fubjed  of  that  government. 
"  The  difficulty  is,  what  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
**  a  tacit  cofifent,  and  how  far  it  binds;  /  e.  how  far 
"  any  one  (hall  be  looked  on  to  have  confented,  and 
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The  truth  of  thcfe  principles  is  fo  mucîi 
the  more  effential,  becaufe  that  all  power 

"'  thereby  fubmitted  to  any  government,  where  he  has 
*'  made  no  expreflions  of  it  at  all.  And  to  this  I  fay, 
**  that  every  man,  that  hath  any  poffeffions  or  enjoy- 
**  ment  of  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  any  govern- 
**  meat,  doth  thereby  give  his  tacit  confent,  and  is  as 
**  far  forth  obliged  to  obedience  to  the  laws  of  that 
*'  government,  during  fuch  enjoym.ent,  as  any  one  un- 
**  der  it,  whether  this  his  polTefiion  be  of  land  to  him^ 
"  and  his  heirs  for  ever;  or  a  lodging  only  for  a  week, 
*'  or  whether  it  be  barely  travelling  freely  on  the  high- 
*'  way.  And  it  in  effeét  reaches  as  far  as  the  very 
**  being  of  any  one  within  the  territories  of  that  go- 
**  vernment.*'    §117. 

*'  Whoever,  therefore,  from  henceforth  by  inheri- 
*'  lance,  purchafe,  permifiion,  or  otherways,  enjoys  any 
*'  part  of  the  land  fo  annexed  to,  and  under  the  gO" 
*'  vernment  of  that  commonwealth,  muft  take  it  with 
**  the  condition  it  is  under;  that  is,  of  fubmitting  to 
**  the  government  of  *the  commonwealth,  under  whofe 
"  jurifdiélion  it   is,   as  far   forth  as  any  fubjtél  of  it". 

§  12.0. 

*'   If  a  man  in  a  date  of  nature,   be  fo  free  as  hath 

*'  been  faid  ;  if  he  be  ahfolute  lord  of  his  own  perfcn 
*'  and  poifeSons,  equal  to  the  greateft  and  juhjeci  to 
**  no  body,  why  will  he  part  with  his  freedom,  why 
**  will  he  give  up  this  empire,  and  fubjedl  himfelf  to 
**  the  dominion  and  controul  of  any  other  pov^^er  ?  To 
**  which  it  is  obvious  to  anfwer,  that  though  in  the 
"  ftate  ef  nature  he  hath  fuch  a  right,  yet  the  enjoy- 
*'  ment  of  it  is  very  uncertain,  and  conftantly  expofed. 
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i)y  its  very  nature  tends  to  defpotilm,  even 
in  the  moft  jealous  nations,  even  in  yours, 
ye  Englilhmen,  yes,  in  yours. 

'*  to  the  invafion  of  others.  For  all  being  Kings,  as 
**  much  as  he,  every  man  his  equal,  and  the  greater 
**  part  no  ftrid  obfervqrs  of  equity  and  juftice,  the  en- 
*'  joyment  of  the  property  he  has  in  this  ftate  is  very 
*'  unfafe,  very  infecure.  This  makes  him  willinp-  to 
**  quit  his  condition,  which  however  free,  is  full  of 
"  fears,  and  continual  dangers."      Chap,  h:  §  123. 

"  The  fupreme  power  [the  legiilature]  cannot  [law- 
**  fully  or  rightly]  take  from  a;2y  man  any  part  of  his 
**  property,  without  his  own  confent.'*   chap  xi.  §  130. 

'*  It  is  true,  governments  cannot  be  fupported  with- 
**  out  great  charge;  and  it  is  fit  every  one  who  en- 
**  joys  his  fharc  of  the  protection,  fhould  pay  out  of 
"  his  eftate  hts  proportion  for  the  maintainauce  of  it. 
**  But  rtill  it  mud  be  with  his  own  confent,  /'.  e.  with 
**  the  confent  of  the  majority  giving  it  either  by  them- 
*'  fclves,  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  chofen  by  them." 
§  140. 

"  Whoever  gets  into  the  exercife  of  any  part  of  the 
*'  power  [of  governing]  by  otherways,  than  what  the 
**  laws  of  the  community  have  prefcribed,  hath  no 
**  right  to  be  obeyed,  though  the  form  of  the  common- 
**  wealth  be  ftill  preferved  ;  fince  he  is  not  the  perfon 
**  the  laws  have  appointed,  and  confequently  not  the 
*'  perfon  the  people  have  confented  to.  Nor  can  fuch 
*'  an  ufurper,  or  any  deriving  from  him,  ever  have  a 
**  title,  till  the  people  are  both  at  liberty  to  confent, 
**  and  have  adually  confented  to  allow,  and  confirnx 
<*  him  in  the  power  he  hath  till  then  ufurped.'*  Chap. 
xvii.  §  J 98. 


^ 
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î  have  heard  it  faid  by  a  whig,  by  a  fa- 
natic, if  you  will;  but  words  of  great 
fenfe  efcape  fometimes  from  a  madman  • 
I  have  heard  it  faid  by  him,  that  fo  long  as 
the  power  ihouldbe  wanting,  of  taking  to 
Tyburn  a  bad  king,  or  at  leaft  a  bad  mi- 
nifter,  with  as  little  formality,  preparation, 
tumult,  or  furprize,  as  the  obfcureft  male- 
fador  is  conducted  thither,  the  nation 
would  not  have  either  that  juft  idea,  or  that 
full  enjoyment,  of  their  rights,  which 
■became  a  people  who  dared  to  think  or  to 
fay  that  they  were  free  ;  and  yet  an  admi- 
niftration,  by  your  own  acknowledgement, 
ignorant,  corrupted,  and  audacious,  preci- 
pitates you,  v^^ith  imperioufnefs  and  with 
impunity,  into  the  moft  profound  abyfs  ! 

The  quantity  of  your  circulating  caili  is 
inconfiderable.  You  are  overwhelmed  with 
paper  ;  which  you  have  under  all  forts  of 
denominations.  Were  all  the  gold  of  Eu- 
rope coUecled  in  your  treafury,  it  would 
fcarcely  pay  the  nation's  debt'*.    We  know 

'  *   The  public  debt  of  England  firfl:  began  in  King 
Charles's  time,   when  that  ill-advifed   Monarch  was 
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îiOt  "by  what  incredible  illufion  this  fifti- 
tious  money  is  kept  up.  The  moil  frivo- 
lous event  might  in  the  courfe  of  a  day 
throw  it  into  difcredit.      There  is  need  but 

prevailed  upon  to  /hut  up  the  Exchequer,  and  feize  the 
Bankers  money,  to  the  amount  of  about  two  millions 
Sterling.  This  meafure  at  once  (lopped  any  perfoa 
from  lending  any  money  to  the  public  ;  and,  during 
the  unhappy  reigns  of  the  Stuarts,  the  national  faith 
never  again  recovered  its  proper  tone,  till  the  Revolu- 
tion, when  King  William  came  to  the  throne,  when, 
in  his  firft  parliament,  the  Bankers  debt  was  agreed  to 
be  funded,  and  intereft  paid  till  the  principal  was  paid 
off.  The  debt  was  further  increafed  by  the  wars  of 
his  reign,  fo  that  it  amounted  to  about  fixteen  millions 
at  the  death  of  King  William  ; — at  the  death  of  Queen 
Anne  it  amounted  to  above  fifty  millions  ; — in  1722  it 
was  fifty-five  millions  ; — in  1726  it  was  fifty-tv.'o  mil- 
lions ; — in  1  739,  after  a  long  peace,  it  was  about  for- 
ty-fix millions.  So  that  the  Debt  in  1  740,  amounted 
to  •        -  -  L.  46,382,650 

Increafc  during  the  war,  1740  to  1748, 

inclufive,  -  -  31,784,256 


Debt  1749,  -  •  78,166,906 

Decreafe  during  the  peace,  1 749  to  1 755,     3,089,641 


Debt  1755.  -  -  75»o77>265 

Increafe  during  the  war,  1755  to  1765,       71,504,580 


Debt  1765,       (Carried  over)  L.  146,581,845 
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of  an  alarm  to  bring  on  a  fudden  bank- 
ruptcy. The  dreadful  confequences  whicli 
would  follow  this  failure  of  faith,  are  be- 
vond  our  inia2:ination.  And,  behold,  fuch 
is  the  inllant  marked  out  for  you  to  make 
you  declare  againft  your  colonies,  that  is 
to  make  you  rife  up  againfl  yourfelves,  an 
unjuft,  mad,  ruinous  war.  What  will  be- 
come of  you,  when  an  important  branch 
of  your  commerce  fhall  be  dcilroyed  ; 
when  you  fhall  have  but  a  third  of  your 
poffeffions  y  when  you  fhall  have  maflacred 

F 

Debt  1765,     (Brought  over)   L.  146,581,845 
Decreafe  during  the  peace,  J  765  to  1775,   10,639,784 

Debt  1775,  -  -  135,942,061 

Increafe  from  177610  1781,   inclufive,        63,487,500 


By  which  it  appears,  that  the  funded  7  t  r 

',      ,  /^,    ;  ^L.i99,429>56i 

JJebt  or  iingland  amounts  to        j 

To   which,    add  the  unfunded  Debt, 

Navy  Bills,  L.  9,381,848 

Exchequer  Bills,  4,400,000 

Bank  Debt,    ^      -  2,000,000 

. 15,781,848 


Total  Debt  of  Great  Britain^     L.  215,211,409 
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a  million  or  two  of  your  countrymen^ 
when  your  force  fliall  be  exhaufted,  you*r 
traders  ruined,  your  manufacturers  reduced 
to  ftarve  ;  when  your  debt  fhall  be  aug- 
mented, and  your  revenue  decreafed  !  Look 
v/cU  to  it  ;  the  blood  of  the  Americans 
will  fooner  or  later  fall  heavy  on  your 
heads.  Its  effufion  will  be  revenged  by 
your  own  hands  j  and  you  are  arriving  at 
the  point. 

But^  fay  you,  thefe people  are  rebels — — 
Rebels  !  And  why  ?  becaufe  they  will  not 
be  your  Haves.  A  people  fubjecled  to  the 
will  of  another  people,  who  can  difpofe  as 
they  chufe  of  their  government,  of  their 
laws,  and  of  their  trade  ;  tax  them  at  their 
pleafure  ;  fet  bounds  to  their  induftry^  and 
enchain  it  by  arbitrary  prohibitions,  are 
])ond-fervants,  yes,  certainly  are  bond-fer- 
vants  ;  and  their  fervitude  is  worfe  than 
what  they  would  undergo  if  governed  by 
a  tyrant.  Deliverance  from  the  oppreffion 
of  a  tyrant  is  efiecled  by  his  expulfion,  or 
his  death.  You  have  delivered  yourfelves 
bv  each  of  thefe  methods.      But  a  nation 
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IS  not  to  be  put  to  death,  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pelled. Liberty  is  only  to  be  expected 
from  a  rupture,  which  by  its  confequences 
involves  one  of  the  nations,  and  fometimes 
both  of  them,  in  ruin.  A  tyrant  is  a 
monftsr  with  a  iingle  head,  which  may  be 
ftruck  off  at  a  iingle  blow.  A  tyrannic 
nation  is  an  hydra  with  a  thoufand  heads, 
for  the  cutting:  off  of  which  a  thoufand 
fwords  mufl  be  lifted  up  together.  The 
crime  of  oppreflion  committed  by  a  ty- 
rant collecfls  all  the  indignation  upon  him 
alone.  The  commifîîon  of  the  fame  crim.e 
by  a  numerous  fociety,  fcatters  the  hor- 
ror and  the  fhame  of  it  upon  a  multi- 
tude, which  never  blulhes.  It  is  every 
body's  fault  and  nobody's  ;  and  the  refent- 
ment  of  injury  wanders  wildly  in  defpair, 
without  knowino*  where  to  iix^  or  whither 
it  is  carried. 

But  they  are  our  fubjeâs Your  fub- 

je6ls  !  no  more  than  the  inhabitants  of 
Wales  are  fubjecls  to  thofe  of  Lancafhire. 
The  authority  of  one  nation  over  another 
cannot  be  founded  but   upon  conqueft, 

F    2 
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upon  general  confent,  or  upon  conditions 
propofed  on  one  part,  and  accepted  on 
the  other.  Conquefl  binds  no  more  than 
theft  :  the  confent  of  anceftors  cannot  be 
obligatory  upon  defcendents  :  and  there 
can  be  no  condition  which  muft  not  be 
underftood  to  be  exclufive  of  the  facrifice 
of  liberty.  Liberty  is  not  to  be  bartered 
for  any  thing,  becaufe  there  is  not  any 
thing  which  is  of  a  comparable  price. 
Such  have  been  the  difcourfes  held  by  you 
to  your  tyrants,  fuch  hold  we  to  you  for 
your  colonifts. 

The  earth  which  they  occupy  is  our^s 

Tour's  !  it  is  thus  you  call  it  becaufe  you 
ufurped  it.  But  be  it  fo.  Does  not  the 
charter  of  concefîion  oblige  you  to  treat 
the  Americans  as  countrymen  ?  Do  you 
do  fo  ?  But  we  are  well  employed  here 
truly  in  talking  of  conccffions  by  charters, 
by  which  men  grant  what  they  are  not 
mafters  of,  what  confequently  they  have 
not  the  right  to  grant  to  a  handful  of 
weak  people,  forced  by  circumftances  to> 
receive  as  a  gratification   that  which  be- 
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longs  to  them  of  natural  right.  And  then, 
have  the  defcendents  who  are  now  living 
been  called  to  a  compact  figned  by  their 
anceftors  ?  Either  confefs  the  truth  of  this 
principle,  or  recall  the  defcendents  of  James. 
What  right  had  you  to  drive  him  away 
which  we  have  not  to  feparate  ourfelves 
from  you  ?  fay  the  Americans  to  you  :  and 
what  have  you  to  fay  in  anfwer  ? 

They  are  ungrateful^  we  are  iheir  founders  ; 
we  have  been  their  defenders  ;   vje  have  run 

in  debt  upon  their  account '^ay,  as  much 

or  more  upon  your  own  than  theirs.  If 
you  have  undertaken  their  defence,  it  was 
as  you  would  have  undertaken  that  of  the 
Sultan  of  Conflantinople,  had  your  ambi- 
tion or  your  intereft  required  it.  But  have 
they  not  requited  you  in  delivering  up  to 
you  their  productions  *j  in  receiving  your 

F3 

*  Britain,  in  the  protedion  fhe  gave  to  America, 
protected  her  own  manufadures  ;-- her  own  revenue, 
and  hier  own  refources,  of  power,  and  influence.  The 
Americans  paid  near  three  millions  of  money  by  the 
navigation  ad  to  this  country  ;  at  leaft,  it  arofe  by 
balance  of  trade  to  this  country.     The  money  expend- 
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merchandize  exclufively  at  the  exorbitant 
price  you  would  pleafc  to  put  upon  it  ;  in 
fubjecling  themfelves  to  prohibitions  which 
cramped  their  induftry,  and  to  reftridions 
by  which  you  have  oppreffed  their  pro- 
perty ?  Have  they  not  helped  you  ? 
Have  they  not  run  in  debt  upon  your  ac- 
count ?  Have  they  not  taken  arms  and 
fought  for  you  ?  When  you  have  made 
your  requefts  to  them,  which  is  the  pro- 
per way  of  dealing  with  freemen,  have 
they  not  complied  with  them  ?  When  did 
you  ever  experience  a  refufal  from  them, 
but  when  you  clapped  a  bayonet  to  their 
breaft,  and  faid.  Tour  money  or  life  ;  die  or 
be  JIaves  f  What!  becaufe  you  have  been 
beneficent,  have  you  a  right  to  be  oppref- 
live  ?  What  1  and  fliall  nations  too  build 
on  gratitude  the  barbarous  claim,  to  de- 
bafe  and  trample  under  foot,  thofe  who 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  their 
favours  r  Ah  !  individuals  perhaps,  though 

cd  in  proteftion,  has  been  more  than  repaid,  befides, 
being  put  in  pofTcffion  of  Canada.  The  plea  of  gra- 
titude ought  therefore  to  be  equal. 
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ît  is  by  no  means  a  duty,  individuals  may,, 
perhaps,  in  a  benefactor  tolerate  a  tyrant. 
In  them,  it  is  great,  it  is  magnanimous, 
undoubtedly,  to  confent  to  be  wretched,, 
that  they  may  not  be  ungrateful.    But  na- 
tions have  a  different  morality.      The  pub- 
lic happinefs  is  the  firft  law,  as  the  firftr 
duty.     The  firft  obligation  of  thefe  great 
bodies  is  with  themfelves.      They  owe, 
before  all  other  things,  liberty  and  juftice 
to    the    members    which   compofe   them. 
Every   child  which,  is   born   to  the  ilate, 
every  new  citizen   who  comes  to  breathe 
the  air  of  the  country  he  has  chofen,  or  na- 
ture given  him,  is  entitled  to  the  greateft 
happinefs  he  can  enjoy.     Every  obligation 
which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  that,  is 
broken.     Every  contrary  claim,  is  a  wick- 
ed attempt  upon  his  rights.      And  what 
is  it  to  him,  that  his  anceftors  have  been 
relieved,  if  he  is   deftined   to  be  himfelf 
oppreiTed  ?      With  what  right  can  be  ex- 
aded  from  him  the  payment  of  this  ufu- 
rious  debt  of  benefits,  which  he  has  never 
felt  ?    No,  no.     The  wilhing  to  arm  one's 
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felf  with  fuch  a  claim,  againfl  a  whole 
nation,  and  its  pofteiity,  is  to  overthrow 
all  the  ideas  of  policy  and  order,  and, 
whilft  one  invokes  the  name  of  morality, 
to  betray  all  its  laws.'  What  have  you 
not  done  for  Hanover  ?  Do  you  command 
at  Hanover  ?  All  the  republics  of  Greece 
were  bound  together  by  mutual  fervices  ; 
but  did  any  one  exa6l,  as  a  mark  of  gra- 
titude, the  right  of  difpofing  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  fuccoured  ftate  ? 

Our  honour  is  engaged Say,   that  of 

your  bad  minifters,  and  not  your's.  In 
what  confifts  the  true  honour  of  him  who 
has  been  miftaken  ?  Is  it  to  perfift  in  his 
error,  or  to  acknowledge  it  ?  Has  he  who 
returns  to  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  any  caufe  to 
blufh  ?  Englifhmen  you  have  been  too 
hafty.  Why  did  you  not  wait,  till  the 
Americans  had  been  corrupted,  as  you  are, 
by  riches?  Then,  they  would  have  thought 
no  more  highly  of  their  liberty,  than  you 
do  of  your  own.  Then  it  would  have 
been  needlefs  to  take  arms,  againft  men 
fubdued  by  opulence.      But  what  inftant 
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have  you  chofen  for  attacking  them  ? 
That  in  which  what  they  had  to  lofe,  their 
liberty,  could  not  be  balanced  by  what 
they  had  to  keep. 

But  later  they  would  be  mere  numerous-—-^ 
1  agree,,  they  would.  What  then  have 
you  attempted  ?  the  enilaving  a  people 
who  fliali  be  unfettered  in  fpite  of  you  by 
time.  In  tv/enty,  in  thirty  years,  the  re- 
membrance of  your  attrocious  deeds  will 
flill  be  freili  ;  and  the  fruit  of  them  will 
be  ravifhed  from  yon.  Then,  there  will 
remain  to  you  but  remorfe  and  fhame» 
The  hiftcry  of  nations  and  empires  fhows 
us,  that  great  bodies  give  lav/s  to  little 
ones.  But,  tell  me,  if  the  Americans 
lliould  then  undertake  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain, what  you  have  now  undertaken  a- 
gainft  them,  v/hat  would  you  fay  ?  Pre* 
cifely  what  they  at  this  moment  fay  to  you. 
Why  fhould  motives  v/hich  affecl  you  fo 
little  in  their  mouths,  appear  to  you  more 
folid  in  your  own  ? 

They   zvill  not  obey  our  parliamenfy   7ior 
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ddopt  our  ordinances Did    they    make 

them  ?   Can  they  change  them  ? 

We  obey  them  readily  enough^  without  hav' 
ing  had,  in  time  paji^  or  having  in  the  prefent^ 

any  injiuence  over  them That  is  to  fay, 

that  you  are  flaves  ;  and  that  you  cannot 
bear  that  men  fîiould  be  free.  However, 
do  not  confound  the  fituation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans with  your  own.  You  have  repre- 
fentatives,  and  they  have  not.  You  have 
voices  which  fpeak  for  you,  and  no  per- 
fon  ftipulates  for  them.  If  indeed  thefe 
voices  are  bought  and  fold,  it  is  an  excel- 
^nt  reafon  for  their  difdaining  fuch  a  fri- 
volous advantage. 

Theywijh  to  be  independent  of  us Are 

not  you  fo  of  them  ? 

They   will  never  be  able  to  fupport  them* 

/elves  without  us If  that  be  fo,  be  quiet. 

Neceflity  will  bring  them  back. 

Andif  we  Jhould  not  be  able  to  fubftft  with* 
out  them It  would  be  a  great  misfor- 
tune j  but  to  cut  their  throats  in  order 
to  get  out  of  it,  is  a  fingular  expedient. 
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ît  is  for  their  inter  eft  ^  it  is  for  their  good^ 
*ihat  we  are  fever e  with  them^  as  one  is  fevere 

with  frantic    children Their  intereil  ! 

Their  good  !  And  \vho  made  you  judges 
of  thefe  two  objects  which  fo  nearly  touch 
them,  and  which  they  fhould  better  know 
than  you  :  If  it  fliould  happen,  that  a  man 
fhould  make  a  forcible  entry  into  another's 
houfe^  becaufe,  forfooth,  he  is  a  man  of 
great  fenfe,  and  nobody  more  able  to  main- 
tain peace  and  good  order  for  his  neigh- 
bour, ihould  not  one  be  in  the  right  to 
humbly  beg  he  would  be  pleafed  to  take 
himfelf  away,  and  to  trouble  his  head  a- 
bout  his  own  affairs  ?  And  if  the  affairs  of 
this  officious  hypocrite  fliould  be  very  bad- 
ly ordered  ?  If  he  fhould  be  at  the  bottom 
but  an  ambitious  mortal,  who,  under  the 
pretence  of  fettling  and  ordering,  fhould 
have  a  violent  inclination  to  ufurp  ?  If  he 
fhould  cover  with  the  maik  of  benevolence, 
but  views  full  of  injufrice,  fuch,  for  exam- 
ple, as  to  get  himfelf  out  of  ftraits  and 
difficulties  at  his  neighbour's  cofi:  ? 
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We  arc  the  mother-country What,  al- 
ways the  moft  holy  names  to  ferve  as  a 
veil  to  intereft  and  ambition  !  The  mo- 
ther-country !  Fuliill  the  duties  of  it  then. 
Befides,  colonies  are  formed  of  différent 
nations,  amongft  which  fome  will  grant, 
others  refufe  you  this  appellation  ;  and  all 
^11  with  one  voice  tell  you.  There  is  a 
time  v/hen  the  authority  of  parents  over 
their  children  ceafes  ;  and  this  time  is  when 
the  children  are  able  to  provide  for  them- 
felves.  What  term  have  you  fixed  for 
our  emancipation  ?  Be  candid,  and  you 
will  allow  that  you  had  promifed  your- 
felves  to  be  able  to  hold  us.in  a  wardfliip 
or  minority  which  fliould  never  end.  If, 
indeed,  this  wardftiip  were  not  to  have 
turned  for  us  into  an  infupportable  con- 
traint ;  if  our  advantage  were  not  for  ever 
to  be  facrificed  to  yours  ;  if  we  were  not 
to  have  had  a  multitude  of  thofe  minor 
oppreflions,  which,  together,  fwell  to  a 
bulk  moft  burdenfomc,  to  bear  from  the 
governors,  the  judges,  the  collectors,  and 
the  military,  whom  you  fend  us  j  if  the 
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greateft  part  of  them,  at  their  arrival  in 
our  climate,    were   not   to  have  brought 
with  them,  blafted  characters,  ruined  for- 
tunes, rapacious  hands,  and  the  infolence 
of  fubaltern  tyrants,   who,  tired,  in  their 
own  country,  with  obeying  laws,  come  to 
requite  themfelves,  in  a  new  world,  by  the 
exercife  of  an  arbitrary  power.      You  are 
the  mother  country  :  but  fo  far  from  en-. 
couraging,    you   fear  our  progrefs,  bind 
our  hands,   and  reprefs   and  ftrangle  our 
growing  ftrength.      Nature   in   favouring 
us  deceives  your  fecret  wiflies  ;   or  rather, 
you  would  chufe,  that  we  fhould  remain 
in  an  eternal  childhood,  with  regard  to  ail 
that  can  be  ufeful  to  ourfelves,  and  that, 
notwithftanding,  we  ihould  be  robuil  vaf- 
fals,  to   be  employed  in  your  fervice,   and 
in  the  furnilliing,  without  remiffion,   new 
fources  of  riches  to  your  infatiable  avidity. 
ÎS  it  this  then  to  be  a  mother  ?   Is  it  this  to 
be  a  country  to  her  children  !  Ah,  in   the 
forefts  which  furround  us,  nature  has  given 
a  gentler  inftind  to  the  favage  beaft,  which, 
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become  a  mother,  devours  not  at  leaft  thofe 
whom  fhe  has  produced. 

Were  all  their  pretenfions  io  he  acquiefced  in^ 
they  would f 0071  he  happier  than  ive  are.  And 
why  not  ?  If  you  are  corrupted,  is  it  ne- 
ceffary  that  they  muft  be  corrupted  too  ? 
If  you  have  a  difpofition  to  llavery,  muft 
they  too  follow  your  example  ?  If  they 
had  you  for  matters,  why  fhould  you  not 
confer  the  property  of  their  country  upon 
another  power,  upon  your  fovereign  ?  Why 
fhould  you  not  render  him  their  defpot, 
as  you  have  by  a  folemn  acl  declared  him 
the  defpot  of  Canada  ?  Would  it  then  be 
neceifary  that  they  ftiould  ratify  this  ex- 
travagant concefTion  ?  And  even  if  they 
fliould  have  ratified  it,  muft  they  obey  the 
fovereign  whom  you  fhould  have  given 
them,  and,  if  he  commanded  it,  take  arms 
againft  you  ?  The  King  of  England  has  a 
negative  power.  No  law  can  be  promul- 
gated without  his  confent.  Why  fhould 
the  Americans  grant  him,  in  their  country, 
a  power,  of  the  inconvenience  of  which 
you  are  continually  made  fenfiblc  ?  Should 
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it  be,  in  order  one  day  to  diveft  him  of  ii% 
fword  in  hand,  as  it  will  happen  to  you, 
if  your  government  be  perfected  ?  What 
advantage  do  you  find  in  fubjecling  them 
to  a  vicious  conftitution  ? 

Vicious  or  not,  this  is  our  conjîitution  ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  generally  acknowledged  and  re- 
ceived, by  all  who  bear  the  EîigUJh  name  ;  with- 
out which,  each  of  our  provinces  governing  itfelf 
in  its  own  way,  having  its  own  laws,  and  pre- 
tending to  independence,  we  ceafe  to  form  a  na- 
tional body,  and  are  no  more  than  a  heap  of  little 
republics,  detached,  divided,  continually  rifing 
againjî  one  another,  and  eafily  to  be  ufurped  by  a 
common  enemy»  The  adroit  and  powerful  Phi- 
lip, capable  of  attempting fuch  an  enterpri%e,  is 
at  our  door. 

If  he  is  at  your  door,  he  is  far  from  the 
Americans.  A  privilege  which  may  have 
fome  inconvenience  with  regard  to  you,  is 
not  the  lefs  a  privilege.  But  feparated,  as 
they  are,  from  Great  Britain  by  immenfe 
feas,  of  what  importance  is  it  to  you,  whe- 
ther your  colonies  receive,  or  reje6t,  your 
conftitution  ?  What  does  that  make,  for, 
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or  againft,  your  power;  for,  or  agam(t 
your  fafety  ?    This  unity,   of  which  you' 
exaggerate   the    advantages,    is    ftill    but 
a  vain    pretext.       You   objed  your  laws 
to    your    colonies,    when    they   are  har- 
raffed  by  them  5   and  you  tread  them  un- 
der foot,  when  they  make  in  their  favour. 
You  tax  yourfelves,   and  you  would  tax 
them.      If  the  leaft  attempt  is  made  upon 
this  privilege,  you  make  a  furious  outcry,, 
fly  to  arms,  and  are  ready  to  run  on  fwords 
in  its  defence  ;   and  yet,   you  hold  a  dag- 
ger to  the  breafl  of  your  countryman,  to 
oblige  him  to  renounce  it.      Your  ports 
are  open  to  all  the  world  ;   and  you  fliut 
up  the  ports  of  your  colonifts.      Your  mer- 
chandize is  wafted  where  you  pleafe  j   and 
theirs  muft  neceflarily  come  to  you.     You 
manufacture,  and  you  will  not  fufFer  them 
to  manufacture.      They  have  fkins,  they 
have  iron  ;   and   they  muft  deliver  up  to 
you,  unwrought,  this  iron  and  thefe  fkins. 
What  you  acquire   at   a  low  price,  they 
muft  buy   of  you  at  the  price  which  your 
rapacity  impofes.     You  offer  them  up  as 
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Tictimâ  to  your  traders  ;  and  becaufe  your 
India  Company  was  in  danger,  the  Ame- 
ricans muft  needs  repair  their  lolTes.  And 
yet  you  call  them  your  countrymen  and 
fellow-citizens  ;  and  it  is  thus  that  vou  in- 
vite  them  to  receive  your  conftitution.  Go 
to,  go  to.  This  unity,  this  league  which 
feems  fo  neceffary  to  you,  is  but  that  of 
the  filly  animals  in  the  fable,  amongft 
which  you  have  referved  to  yourfeives  the 
lion's  part. 

Perhaps  you  have  not  fuffered  yourfeives 
to  be  drawn  to  the  filling  the  new  world 
with  blood  and  devaflation  but  by  a  falfe 
point  of  honour.  We  wifh  to  perfuade 
<3urfelves  that  fo  many  crimes  have  not 
been  the  confequences  of  a  project  delibe- 
rately formed.  You  had  been  told,  that 
the  Americans  were  but  a  vile  herd  of 
cowards,  whom  the  leaft  threat  would 
bring,  terrified  and  trembling,  to  acquiefce 
in  whatever  it  ihould  pleafe  you  to  exact. 
Inftead  of  the  cowards  which  had  been  de- 
fcribed  and  promifed  you,  you  find  true 
men,  true  Engliihmen,  countrymen  wor- 

G   -. 


[     66     2 

thy  of  yourfelves.  Is  this  a  reafon  for 
your  being  irritated  ?  What  !  your  ancef- 
tors  admired  the  Hollander  fliaking  off  the 
Spanifh  yoke  ;  and  Ihould  you,  their  de- 
fcendents,  be  angry  or  furprized,  that  your 
countrymen,  your  brethren,  that  they  who 
feel  your  blood  circulate  in  their  veins, 
fliould  rather  pour  it  on  the  ground  and 
die,  than  live  in  yokes  and  bondage  ?  A 
ftranger,  upon  whom  you  fliould  have 
formed  the  fame  preteniions,  would  have 
difarmed  you,  if,  fhewing  you  his  naked 
breaft,  he  had  faid.  Plunge  in  your  poignard 
here^  or  leave  me  free  :  and  yet  you  ftab 
your  brother  ;  and  you  flab  him  without 
remorfe,  becaufe  he  is  your  brother  !  Eng- 
liflimen  !  what  can  be  more  ignominious 
than  the  favagenefs  of  a  man,  proud  of 
his  own  liberty,  and  wickedly  attempting 
to  deftroy  the  liberty  of  another  !  Would 
you  have  us  believe,  that  the  greateft  ene- 
my to  freedom  is  the  man  that  is  free  ? 
Alas  !  we  are  but  too  much  inclined  to  it. 
Enemies  of  kings,  you  have  their  arrogance 
and  pride.     Enemies  of  royal  prerogative» 
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you  carry  it  every  where.  Every  where 
you  fhew  yourfelves  tyrants.  Well  then, 
tyrants  of  nations,  and  of  your  colonies, 
if  in  the  event  you  prove  the  ftrongeft,  it 
will  be  becaufe  heaven  is  deaf  to  the  pray- 
ers which  are  direded  to  it  from  all  the 
countries  upon  earth. 

Since  the  feas  have  not  fwall owed  up  your 
bluftering  ruffians,  tell  me,  what  will  be- 
come of  them,  if  there  Ihould  arife  in  the 
new  world  a  man  of  eloquence,  promiling 
eternal  happinefs  to  the  martyrs  of  liberty 
who  die  in  arms.  Americans  1  let  your 
preachers  be  feen  inceffantly  in  their  pul- 
pits, with  crowns  of  glory  in  their  hands^ 
pointing  to  heaven  open.  Priefts  of  the 
new  world,  now  is  the  time  for  it  ;  expiate 
the  deteftable  fanaticifm,  which  once  laid 
wafte  America,  by  the  happy  fanaticifm, 
begotten  by  policy  upon  freedom.  No  ; 
you  will  not  deceive  your  countrymen.  To 
God,  who  is  the  principle  of  juftice  and 
ef  order,  tyrants  are  abomination.  God 
has  imprinted  on  the  heart  of  man  this  fa- 
cred  love  of  liberty  5  he  wills  not  that  liai- 
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very  disfigure  and  debafe  his  nobleft  work. 
If  deification  be  due  to  man,  it  is,  un- 
doubtedly, to  that  man  who  fights  and  dies 
for  his  native  foil.  Put  his  image  in  your 
temples  ;  fet  it  on  your  alters.  It  fhall  be 
worfliipped  by  his  country.  Form  a  po- 
litical and  religious  calendar,  marking 
each  day  by  the  name  of  fome  hero,  who 
Ihall  have  fpilled  his  blood  to  fet  you  free. 
Your  pofterity  fhall  one  day  read  them 
with  holy  joy  :  thefe,  Ihall  it  fay,  behold, 
thefe  were  the  men  who  gave  liberty  to  half 
a  world  ;  and  who,  charging  themfelves^ 
with  our  happinefs,  before  we  had  exifl:- 
ence,  fecured  our  infant  flumbers  from  the 
being  difturbed  and  terrified  by  the  clank 
of  chains. 

When  the  caufe  of  your  colonies  wa-s 
^hich  argued  in  your  houfes  of  parliament,  we 
foulr'^  heard  fome  excellent  pleadings  pronounced 
kenlhTn  ^^  ^^^^^  favour.  But  that  which  fliould 
fhe'^fTr-  ^^ve  been  addreffed  to  you  perhaps  is  this: 
^nlfher  "  ^  ^^1^  ^ot  t^^^  to  you5  my  lords  and 
colonies,    cc  gentlemen,  of  the  juflice  or  injuilice  of 

*'  your  pretenfions.    I  am  not  fuch  a  flrau- 
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ger  to  public  affairs  as  not  to  know  that 
this  preliminary  difcuflion,  fo  facred  ia 
all  the  other  circumftances  of  life,  would 
be  mifplaced  and  ridiculous  in  this.  Ï 
ihall  not  examine  what  hope  you  can 
have  of  fucceeding,  or  if  you  are  likely 
to  prove  the  ftrongeft  in  the  event,  tho* 
this  fubje6l  might,  perhaps,  appear  to 
you  of  forae  importance,  and  might 
probably,  infure  me  the  honour  of  your 
attention.  I  will  do  more.  I  fliall  not 
compare  the  advantages  of  your  fitua- 
tion,  if  you  fucceed,  with  the  confe*- 
quences  which  will  follow,  if  you  are 
"  unfortunate.  I  fhall  not  afk  you  how 
long  you  are  determined  to  ferve  the 
caufe  of  your  enemies.  But  I  v/ill  fup- 
pofe  at  once,  that  you  have  reduced 
your  colonies  to  the  degree  of  fervitude 
which  you  have  authoritatively  required. 
"  Shew  me  only  how  you  will  fix  and  keep 
"  them.  By  a  ftanding  army  ?  But  will 
*'  this  army,  which  will  drain  you  of  men 
"  and  money,  keep  pace,  or  not  keep 
**  pace,  with  the  increafe  of  population  I 
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There  are  but  two  anfwers  to  my  quef- 
tion;  and,  of  thefe  two  anfwers,  one 
feems  to  be  abfurd,  and  the  other  brings 
you  back  to  the  point  at  which  you  are. 
I  have  reflected  on  it  well;  and  1  have 
difcovered,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  the 
only  rational  and  certain  plan  which  you 
have  to  follow.  And  it  is,  as  foon  as 
you  fhall  be  the  mafters,  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  population,  fince  it  appears 
to  you  •  more  advantageous,  more  ho- 
nourable, and  more  becoming,  to  do- 
mineer over  a  fmall  number  of  Haves, 
than  to  have  a  nation  of  freemen  for 
your  equals  and  your  friends. 
"  But  you  will  alii  me,  how  is  the  pro- 
grefs  of  population  to  be  flopped?  The 
expedient  might  revolt  weak  minds,  and 
cowardly  fouls;  but  happily  there  are 
not  any  fuch  in  this  augufl  alTembly.  It 
is,  to  flab  without  pity  the  greatefl  part 
of  thefe  vile  rebels,  and  to  reduce  the 
refl  of  them  to  the  condition  of  the  ne- 
groes. The  high-fpirited  and  generous 
Spartans,  fo  extolled  in  ancient  and  mo- 
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*^  dern  ftory,  have  fet  you  the  example^ 
*^  Like  them,  and  with  their  faces  muffled 
"  in  their  cloaks,  ûiall  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  bravoes  in  our  pay,  go  clandef- 
tinely,  and  by  night,  to  mafTacre  the 
children  of  our  Helots,  at  their  fathers' 
fide,  and  on  their  mothers'  breafl  ;  and 
^'  leave  alive  but  fuch  a  number  of  them, 
"  as  may  be  fufficient  for  their  labours, 
*'   and  confiilent  with  our  fafetv." 

Engliilimen  !  you  fliudder  at  this  horrible 
propontion,  and  you  afk  what  part  there  is 
to  take.      Vanquifliers,  or  vanquiihed,  fee 
here  then  what  you  ought  to  do.      If  the 
refentment,  excited  by  your  cruelties,  can 
be  calmed;   if  the  Americans  can  fliut  their 
eves  to  the   devaftation   which   furrounds 
'  them  ;  if  in  paffing  over  the  ruins  of  their 
towns  deflroyed  by  fire,  and   their  fields 
whitened  by  the  bones  of  murdered  rela- 
tives ;   if,  in   drawing-in  with  every  refpi- 
ration  the  fcent  of  the  blood  which  your 
hands  have  on  all  fides  flied,  they  can  for- 
get the  outrages  of  your  defpotifm  ;  if  they 
can  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  place  the 
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Icaft  confidence  in  your  declarations  of  con- 
trition, and  to  believe  that  you  have  indeed 
renounced  the  injuftice  of  your  pretenlions, 
begin  by  recalling  your  mercenary  cut- 
throats. Rcftore  freedom  to  their  ports, 
which  you  keep  lliut  up  ;  withdraw  your 
fquadrons  from  their  coafts  ;  and,  if  there 
be  a  wife  citizen  amongft  you,  let  him  take 
the  olive-branch  in  his  hand,  prefent  him- 
felf,  an^  fay, 

"  O  you,  our  countrymen,  and  our  old 
*^  friends  ;  allow  us  this  title  ;  we  have 
profaned  it,  but  our  repentance  renders 
us  worthy  to  refume  it,  and  we  afpire 
hencefoi'ward  at  the  glory  to  preferve  it. 
We  confefs,  in  the  prefence  of  this  hea- 
ven, and  of  this  earth,  which  have  been 
"  confcious  of  it,  we  confefs,  that  our 
"  pretenfions  have  been  unjuft,  our  con- 
"  duel  has  been  cruel.  Let  it  on  each 
fide  be  forgotten.  Raife  up  again  your 
fortreiTes  and  your  ramparts.  RealTem- 
ble  in  your  peaceable  habitations.  Let 
us  wafli  out  the  remembrance  of  every 
drop  of  blood  that  has  been  fpilled.   We 
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^^  admire  the  generous  fpiritby  which  you 
"  have  been  direcled.  It  is  the  fame  with 
*'  that  to  which,  in  iimilar  circumftances, 
''  we  have  been  indebted  for  our  political 
''  falvation.  Yes,  it  is  by  thefe  marks, 
"  exprefsly5  that  we  now  knov/  you  to  be 
indeed  our  countrymen,  to  be  indeed 
our  brothers  ;  concerning  whom  we  have 
verily  been  guilty;  and  therefore  is  this 
diftrefs  come  upon  us.  You  would  be 
free  ;  be  ye  free.  Be  fo,  in  the  whole 
extent  which  we  have  ourfelves  given  to 
"  this  facred  name.  It  is  not  of  us  that 
^'  you  hold  this  right.  Not  unto  us,  not 
"  unto  us,  doth  belong  the  power,  by 
"  which  it  is  to  be  given,  or  taken  aw^ay. 
^'  You  have  received  it,  as  we  did,  from 
nature,  w^hich  the  fms  and  fwords  of  ty- 
rants may  oppofe,  but  which  the  fms 
and  fwords  of  tyrants  cannot  deftroy. 
We  lay  claim  to  no  fort  of  fuperiority 
over  you.  We  afpire  but  at  the  honour 
of  equality.  This  glory  is  fufficient  for 
"  us.  We  know  too  well  the  ineilimable 
^^  value  of  governing  ourfelves,  to  wiili 
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henceforeward  that  you  fhould  be  di- 
vefted  of  the  boon. 

"  If,  fupreme  maflers  and  arbiters  of 
your  legiflation,  you  can  create  for  your 
ftates  a  better  government  than  ours,  we 
give  you  anticipated  joy.  Your  happi- 
nefs  will  infpire  us  with  no  other  fenti- 
ment,  than  the  defire  of  imitation. 
Form  for  yourfelves  conftitutions  adapt- 
ed to  your  climate,  to  your  foil,  to  this 
new  world  you  civilife.  Who  better 
than  yourfelves  can  know  your  peculiar 
wants  ?  High-fpirited  and  virtuous 
minds  like  yours,  fliould  obey  but  the 
laws  which  fball  be  given  them  by  them- 
felves.  All  other  reftraint  would  be  un- 
worthy of  them.  Regulate  your  own 
taxation.  We  defire  you  only  to  con- 
form yourfelves  to  our  cuflom  in  the 
affeflment  of  the  duties.  We  will  pre- 
fent  to  you  a  ftate  of  our  wants  ;  and 
you  will  of  yourfelves  affign  the  juft  pro- 
portion between  your  fuccours  and  your 
riches. 
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^'  Moreover,  exercife  your  induftry,  like 
"  us;  without  limitation  exercife  it.  A- 
"  vail  yourfelves  of  the  benefits  of  nature, 
"  and  of  the  fruitful  countries  you  inha- 
*^'  bit.  Let  the  iron  of  your  mines,  the 
*'  wool  of  your  flocks,  the  fkins  of  the  fa- 
*'  vage  animals  which  wander  in  your 
*'  woods,  faihioned  in  your  manufactures, 
**  take  a  new  value  from  your  hands.  Be 
*'  your  ports  free.  Go,  and  expofe  to 
**  fale  the  productions  of  your  lands,  and 
*'  of  your  arts,  in  all  the  quarters  of  the 
"  world.  Go,  and  feek  for  thofe  of  which 
*'  you  Hand  in  need.  It  is  one  of  our  pri- 
*'  vileges,  let  it  be  likewife  yours.  The 
*'  empire  of  the  ocean,  which  we  have  ac- 
**  quired  by  two  ages  of  greatnefs  and 
**  glory,  belongs  as  well  to  you  as  us. 
**  "We  fhall  be  united  by  the  ties  of  com- 
**  merce.  You  will  bring  us  your  pro- 
"  ductions,  which  we  fhall  receive  in  pre- 
"  ference  to  thofe  of  all  other  people,  and 
"  we  hope  that  you  will  prefer  ours  to 
*'  thofe  of  foreigners,  without  being  re- 
**  flrained  to  it  however  by  any  law,  but 
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*^  that  of  the  common  interell,  and  the 
fair  claims  of  countrymen  and  friends. 
*'  Let  the  fliips  of  your  country  and  of 
ours,  adorned  by  the  fame  ftreamer, 
overfpread  the  feas  ;  and  let  fhouts  of 
joy  arife  on  each  fide,  when  fifter-veflels 
meet  each  other  in  the  deferts  of  the 
ocean.  Let  peace  fpring  up  again  be- 
tween us,  and    concord    lail    forever. 
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'  ^  Wc  are  fenfible  at  length,  that  the  chain 
*^  of  mutual  benevolence  is  the  only  one, 
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which  can  bind  fuch  diftant  empires  to- 
gether, and  that  every  other  principle 
of  unity  would  be  precarious  andunjuft. 
Upon  this  new  plan  of  eternal  amity, 
let  agriculture,  induftry,  laws,  arts,  and 
the  firft  of  all  fciences,  that  of  procur- 
ing the  greatefl  good  to  communities 
"  and  individuals,  be  perfected  amongft 
"  you.  Let  the  recital  of  your  happinefs 
"  call  around  you  all  the  unfortunate  of 
*'  the  earth.  Let  the  tyrants  of  all  coiin- 
tries,  let  all  oppreffors,  political  or  fa- 
crcd,  know,  that  there  exifts  upon  the 
earth  a  place,  where  a  deliverance  from 
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their  chains  is  to  be  found  ;  where  af- 
flicled,  dejecled  humanity  has  lifted  up 
her  head  ;  where  harvefts  grow  for  the 
poor  ;  where  laws  are  no  more  than 
the  fecurity  of  happinefs  y  where  reli» 
gion  is  free,  and  çonfcience  has  ceafed 
to  be  a  Have  ;  where,  in  iliort,  nature 
feems  to  put  in  her  plea  of  juiliiication, 
for  having  created  man  ;  and  govern- 
ment, fo  long  time  guilty,  over  all  the 
earth,  makes  at  laft  the  reparation  of 
its  crimes.  Let  the  idea  of  fuch  an  a- 
fylum  ferve  as  a  terror  and  reftraint  to 
defpots  :  for  if  they  have  no  kindnefs 
about  their  hearts,  and  look  with  indif- 
ference on  the  happinefs  of  man,  they 
have  atleaft  much  avarice  and  ambition, 
which  mud  make  them  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  both  their  riches  and  their  power. 
"  We  ourfelves,  O  countrymen,  O 
friends,  we  ourfelves  fhall  profit  by  your 
example.  If  our  conftitution  fhould  be 
altered  for  the  worfe  ;  if  public  riches 
Ihould  corrupt  the  court,  and  the  court 
the  nation  5  if  our  kings,  to  whom  we 
H  3 
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"  have  given  fo  many  terrible  examples, 
"  fliould  at  laft  forget  them  ;  if  we  fliould 
be  in  danger,  we  who  were  an  auguft 
people,  of  dwindling  to  a  vile  herd  of 
abjecls,  by  bafely  fetting  ourfelves  to 
*'  fale  ;  we  might  be  re-animated  by  the 
"  fight  of  your  virtues  and  your  laws. 
''  It  might  recall  to  our  depraved  and 
''  daflard  hearts,  with  a  fenfe  of  the  value 
"  and  the  grandeur  of  liberty,  the  energy 
"  to  preferve  it.  But  if  it  muft  be,  that 
"  fuch  an  example  as  yours  fhall  want 
pov^^er  to  prompt  us  ;  if  it  muft  be,  that 
flavery,  the  never-failing  follower  of 
venality,  fliall  be,  one  day,  eftablifhed 
*'  in  that  land,  which  has  been  inundated 
"  with  blood  in  the  caufe  of  freedom, 
*•  which  has  feen  fcafFolds  ere6led  for  the 
"  punifhment  of  tyrants  ;  then  will  we 
*'  emigrate  like  your  fathers,  then  will  we 
*'  abandon,  in  a  body,  the  ungrateful  ifle, 
'^  delivered  up  to  a  defpot,  and  leave  the 
''  monfter,  to  reign  and  roar,  in  a  defert 
"  for  domain.  Then  fhall  you  furely  wel- 
come us  as  friends,  as  brothers.     Ypii 
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*^  will  fuffer  us  to  partake  with  you  of  this 
*'  foil,  of  this  air,  free  as  the  generous 
"  fouls  of  their  inhabitants,  and,  thanks 
*^  to  your  virtues,  we  fliall  find  again  an 
*^  England,  again  a  country. 

*'  Such,  brave  countrymen,  are  our 
*^  hopes,  fuch  our  wiihes.  Receive  then 
*^  our  oaths,  pledges  of  fo  holy  an  alliance. 
^'  Let  us  invoke,  to  ftill  add  folemnity  to 
*^  the  treaty,  let  us  invoke  our  common 
<^  anceftors,  who  Vv^ere  all  animated  by  the 
**  fpirit  of  liberty  like  you,  and  did  not 
«<  dread  to  die  in  its  defence.  Let  us  call 
<*  towitnefs,  the  memory  of  the  illuftrious 
*«  founders  of  your  colonies,  that  of  your 
«*  auguft  legifiators,  of  the  philofophic 
<^  Locke,  the  nrft  man  upon  the  earth  who 
*^  made  a  code  of  toleration,  of  the  vene- 
^*  rable  Penn,  the  firft  who  founded  a  city 
*^  of  brethren.  The  fpirits  of  thefe  great 
*'  men,  who  furely  at  this  moment  are 
^*  beholding  us  with  earneilnefs  and  with 
*'  pleafure  are  worthy  to  prefide  at  a  trea- 
**  ty,  which  is  about  to  draw  the  bleflings 
*'  of  peace  upon  a  double-world.      Swear 
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*  we,  in  their  prefence  ;  fwear  we,  uporf 
'   the  very  arms,  with  which  you  have  fo 

*  valiantly  withftood  us  ;  fwear  we,   to 

*  remain  for  ever  united,  and  for  ever 
^  true  ;  and  when  the  oath  of  peace  fliall 
'  have  been  pronounced  by  all,  make,  of 
^   thefe  fame  arms,  a  facred  depofite  in 

*  fome  hallowed  pile,  where  the  fathers 
'  fhall  (hew  them  to  the  generations  as 
^  they  rife  ;   and  there  keep  them  careful- 

*  ly  from  age  to  age,  in  order  to  their 
'  being,  one  day,  turned  againft  the  firft, 

*  be  he  Engliih  or  American,  who  fhall 

*  dare  propofe  the  rupture  of  that  alliance, 
'  which  is  equally  ufeful,  equally  honour- 
'  able  to  both  the  names." 

At  this  difcourfe,  I  hear  the  towns,  the 
villages,  the  fields,  all  the  fhores  of  North 
America  refound,  with  livelieft  acclama*- 
tion,  with  tendered  repetition  of  the  en- 
dearing names  of  brother  and  of  mother, 
applied  to  your  country  and  her  fons.  And 
whilft  the  conflagrations  of  war  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  bonfires  and  fports  and  every 
demonflration  of  a  heart- felt  triumphant 
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Joy,  I  fee  the  nations,  envious  of  youf 
power,  to  ftand  aghaft,  in  filence,  aftonifh- 
ment,  defpair. 

Your  parliament  is  about  to  meet.  What 
is  to  be  cxpecled  from  it  ?  Will  it  liften  to 
reafon,  or  will  it  perfevere  in  its  madnefs  ? 
W^iil  it  be  the  defender  of  the  rights  of  na- 
tions, or  theinftrument  of  the  tyranny  of 
minifters  ?  Will  its  acts  be  the  decrees  of  a 
free  people,  or  edicts  dictated  by  the  court  ? 
I  am  prefent  at  the  deliberations  of  your 
houfes.  In  thefc  revered  reforts  I  hear  wif- 
dom  fpeak  by  the  mouth  of  moderation. 
Soft  perfuafion  feems  to  flow  there,  from 
the  lips  of  moil  diftinguifhed  orators.  My 
heart  is  filled  with  hope  :  my  eyes  over  run 
with  tears.  Prefently  a  voice,  the  organ 
of  defpotifm  and  of  vv^ar,  fufpends  the  deli- 
cious, fweet  emotion. 

"  Englifhmen,  cries  a  mad  haranguer, 
can  you  hefitate  a  moment  ?  It  is  your 
rights,  it  is  your  moft  important  inte- 
refts,  it  is  the  glory  of  your  name,  that 
you  are  called  upon  to  defend.  It  is 
not  a  foreign  power  which  attacks  thefc 
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effential  objeds.  They  are  menaced  by 
an  interior,  domeftic  enemy.  The  dan- 
ger therefore  is  more  eminent,  the 
outrage  the  more  fenfible. 
*'  Between  two  rival  powers,  armed  for 
*'  mutual  pretenfions,  policy  may  fome- 
''  times  fufpend  hoftilities.  Againfl  rebel 
*'  fubjeds,  ilacknefs  is  the  greateft  fault, 
*'  and  all  moderation  weaknefs.  The 
**  ftandard  of  revolt,  which  was  fet  up  by 
'*  audacity,  fhould  be  torn  down  by  power» 
**  Let  the  fword  of  juilice  fall  heavy  on 
**  the  hands  which  dared  difplay  it.  Let 
'*  us  be  expeditious.      In  thefe  cafes  there 
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their  birth.  Give  not  to  minds,  yet  in 
amazement,  time  to  grow  familiar  with 
their  guilt;  to  the  ringleaders,  time  te 
confirm  their  power  ;  nor  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  of  learning  jto  obey  new  maf- 
ters.  The  people,  in  a  revolt,  are  al- 
moft  always  actuated  by  alien  impulfes. 
Neither  their  fury,  nor  their  hatred, 
nor  their  love,  are  properly  their  own. 
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*^  You  may  give  them  paillons,  as  ealily  as 
arms.      Difplay  to  their  eyes,  the  power 
and  majefty  of  the  Britilh  emph'e:   they 
will  prefently  be  falling   at  your  feet  ; 
**  and    2:0  in   an    inftant  from   terror  to 
^*  compunction,  from  compunclion  to  obe- 
**  dience.      If  we   muft  have  recomfe  to 
**   the    fe verity  of  arms,   let  us   have   no 
**  fcruples.      In   civil  war,  pity  is   a  mofl: 
*'   miftaken  virtue.      "When   the   fword  is 
**   once  drawm,  it  ought  not  to  be  ftayed, 
**  but  by  fubmiffion.      It   is   for  them  to 
**   anfwer  now,    to   heaven   and  to   earth, 
**  for  the   evils   which    they   bring  upon 
^'   themfelves.      Coniider  that  a  traniient 
■  '  feverity,   in  thefe  rebellious  countries, 
"   will  infure  us  peace  and  obedience  that 
^*   will  laft  for  ages. 
ko;    **  In   order  to  make  us  fufpend  our 
"  blows,  and  difarm  our  hands,  we  have 
*'  been  told,  and  told  repeatedly,  that  the 
"   land  is  peopled  by  our  countrymen,  by 
**   our  friends,  by  our  brelhren.      What, 
'*  invoke  in  their  favour  names  which  they 
^*  have  outraged,   bands  which  they  have 
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^^  broken?   Thefe  names,  thefe  bands,  fo 
*•  facred,  arc  the  very  thing  that  accufes 
**  and  attaints  them.      Since  when,  were 
^*  thefe  revered  titles  to  impofe  duties  but 
*'  on  us  ?      Since   when,    had  rebellious 
children  the  right  to  take  arms  againft 
their  mother,    defpoil  her  of  her  heri- 
tage,  and  rend    her  heart  ?     They  talk 
of  liberty  ;   I  refpect  this  name  as  much 
as  they  do;   but  by   this  liberty,  is  it 
independence,    that  we  are  to  under- 
*'  Hand  ?      Is  it  the  right,   to  overturn  a 
**  legillation  founded  and  eftabliflied  two 
**   ages  fmce  ?     Is  it  the  right,  to  ufurp 
**  all  thofe  which  we  pofîefs  ?     They  talk 
of  liberty,  but  I  talk,   and  will   always 
talk,  of  the  fupremacy,   and  the  fove- 
reign  power,  of  Britain. 
'*  What  fuppofmg  they  had  fome  caufes 
of.  complaint,   fuppofmg  they  intended 
to  refufe  bearing  fome  light  portion  of 
**   the  heavy  burden  under  which  we  ftag- 
'*  ger,    to   refufe   unreafonably  to   make 
**   themfelves  partners  in  our  expences,  as 
'*  we  have  made  them  partners  in  our 
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'^   grearnefs,  had  they  no  other  way  to  do 

^*   it,  than  by  revolt  and  arms  ?   There  are 

*'  thofe  who   call  them  our  countrymen, 

*^   and  our  friends  ;    but,   for  my  part,   I 

**  can   fee   them  in   no   other  light  than 

*'   that  of  the  moil  cruel  perfecutors  and 

*'   enemies  of  our  country.     We  had  com- 

'^  mon  fathers,  itisfaid  ;  andfo,  undoubt- 

"   ediy,  we  had  :   but  thefe  refpectable  an- 

*'   ceftors  I  myfelf  with  confidence  invoke. 

**   If  their  fpirits  could  here  refu me  their 

**   places,  their  indignation  would  not  be 

*'   inferior  to  our  own.      With  what  wrath 

*'   would  thefe   virtuous  citizens  then  un- 

**   derilarid,    that  thofe   of  their  children 

**  who  went  to  fix  themfelvcs  beyond  the 

'*   feas,    no   fooner    began   to  be    a  little 

*'   confcious  of  their  ftrength,   than   they 

'^   made   a  traitorous   triai   of    it   againft 

^'   their  country;  armed  themfelves  againfl 

**  her  with  the  very  beneHts   her  bounty 

**   had  beftowed  ?   Yes,   all;   even   to  that 

•^   pacific   feci,    enjoined   ftriccly  by   their 

*'   founder   never  to   dip   their  hands    in 

*'   blood  ^    they,  who  have  refpected  the 
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lives  and  the  rights  of  lavage  people  ; 
they,  who  by  an  enthunafm  of  liuma- 

nity,  have  flruck  off  the  fetters  from 
their  flaves  :  now,  equally  faithlefs  to 
their  country  and  their  religion,  they 
arm  their  hands  for  {laughter  ;  and  it  is 
againfi:  you.  They  treat  ail  men  as  bre- 
thren ;  and  you,  you  only,  of  all  peo- 
ple, are  excluded  from  the  title.  I'hey 
have  fliewn  the  world  that  the  favages 
of  America,  that  the  negroes  of  Africa, 
are  henceforward  lefs  alien  to  them  than 
the  citizens  of  Britain. 
**  Arm,  then,  arm.  Britons,  firike 
home  ;  revenge,  revenge,  your  coun- 
try's wrongs,  your  offended  rights.  Re- 
venge the  trcafon  to  your  greatnefs.  Dif- 
play  that  power,  fo  redoubtable  in  Eu- 
rope, in  Africa,  and  the  Indies  ;  which 
has  fo  often  aflonilhed  America  herfelf  ; 
and  fmce  between  a  fovereign -people 
and  the  fubjecl  people  who  revolt,  there 
can  be  no  treaty  now,  but  force,  let 
force  decide.  Snatch  opportunely  at 
this  world,  which  is  falling  from  you, 
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*^  and  refume  it  ;  it  is  your  property, 
"  which  ingratitude  and  infolence  would 
"  raviih  from  vou." 

The  fophifms   of  a   fretting,    flrutting  ^^'£^'^'^ 
fpeechifier,  upheld  by  royal  power  and  na-  ^nmesto 
tional  pride,    fupprefs,   in  the   maiority  of  ^^^  "^<'- 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,   the  de-  f^^^^- 
fire  of  pacific  meafures.      New  refolutions 
refemble  thofe   wdiich  begot  them  ;    but 
with  aggravated  features  of  ferocity  and 
defpotifm.      Levies  of  troops,  equipments 
of  fleets.      Admirals  and  generals  fet  fail 
for  the  new  world,  with  orders  and  projeds 
fanguinary  and  favage.      Nothing  lefs  than 
unconditional  fubmiflion   can    reftrain  or 
retard  the  devaftation  ordained  a gainft  the 
colonies. 

Until  this  memorable  period,  the  Ame- 
ricans had  confined  themfelves  to  a  reiift- 
ance,  authorized  even  by  the  Engliih  laws. 
No  other  ambition  appeared  in  them,  than 
that  of  maintaining  the  very  limited  rights 
which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed.  Even 
the  leading  men  amongft  them,  who  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  more  enlarged  idea», 
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had  not  yet  ventured  to  fpeak  to  the  mul- 
titude of  any  thing  but  an  advantageous 
accommodation.  They  would  have  been 
afraid,  in  going  further,  of  lofing  the  con 
fidence  of  people  attached  by  habit  to  an 
empire,  under  whofe  Vvdngs  they  had  pro- 
fpered.  The  accounts  of  the  great  prepa- 
rations which  were  makinginthe  old  world, 
with  fetters  to  confine,  or  with  fire  to  con- 
fume,  the  new,  extinguiihed  all  remains 
of  affection  for  the  original  government. 
The  only  bufinefs  now,  was  to  give  energy 
to  minds  ready  to  receive  it.  This  was 
the  effeft  which  a  work,  intituled  "  Com- 
*^  7non  Senfe^^  produced.  We  ftiall  give 
here  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  its  doclrine, 
without  tying  ourfelves  down  to  its  exaft 
form  and  order. 

Never,  fays  the  author  of  this  celebrated 
performance,  never  did  a  more  grand  con- 
cernment call  for  the  attention  of  the  world. 
It  is  not  that  of  a  city  or  a  province,  it  is 
that  of  an  immenfe  continent,  and  of  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  globe.  It  is 
not  the  affair  of  a  day,  it  is  that  of  ages. 
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The  prefent  is  about  to  decide  upon  a  long 
futurity;  and  many  hundreds  of  years  after 
that  we  fiiall  be  no  more,  the  fun,  in  illu- 
minating this  hemifphere,  will  illuminate 
our  glory,  or  expofe  our  fhame.  A  long 
time  did  we  fpeak  of  peace  and  reconcile- 
ment :  all  is  changed.  On  the  day  when, 
in  confequence  of  the  recourfe  which  has 
been  had  to  arms,  the  ûrû.  drop  of  blood 
was  fhed,  time  for  difquilltion  palled  away. 
A  day  has  given  birth  to  a  revolution.  A 
day  has  tranfported  us  to  another  age. 

Timid  fouls,  fouls  who  meafure  the  fu- 
ture by  the  pail,  think  that  we  ftand  in 
need  of  the  protection  of  England.  That 
protection  might  be  ufeful  to  a  rifing  co- 
lony ;  it  is  become  dangerous  for  a  nation 
formed.  Infancy  muft  needs  be  fupported 
in  its  weak  endeavours  to  walk  ;  youth 
fliould  march  actively  and  freely,  in  power 
and  pride  of  port.  The  nation,  as  well  as 
the  man,  who  may  have  the  power  and 
right  to  proted  me,  may  have  the  power 
and  will  to  opprefs  me.    I  give  up  the  fup> 
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port  of  a  proteclor,  to  be  fecured  from  the 
fear  of  a  mailer. 

In  Europe,  the  people  are  too  much 
agitated  to  allow  to  this  part  of  the  world 
the  enjoyment  of  confiant  peace.  In  thofe 
courts  and  nations  interefls  meet  interefls, 
and  joille  without  end.  As  friends  of  Eng- 
land we  mull  neceflarlly  have  all  her  ene- 
mies for  our  own.  This  alliance  will  en- 
tail upon  America ^he  dower  of  perpetual 
war.  Let  us  part,  let  us  part.  Neutra- 
lity, trade  and  peace  ;  fuch  and  fuch  only, 
can  be  the  foundations  of  our  greatnefs. 

The  authority  of  Great  Britain  over 
America  mull  fooner  or  later  be  extindl. 
So  v/ills  nature,  necefîity,  and  time.  The 
Englifli  government  can,  therefore,  give 
us  only  a  tranhent  conftitution  -,  and  we 
juiall  bequeath  to  our  pofterity  but  debts, 
and  diflenfions,  and  a  precarious  ilate.  If 
v/e  would  infure  their  happinefs,  let  us 
part.  If  we  are  fathers,  if  we  love  our 
children,  let  us  part.  Laws  and  liberty 
are  the  heritage  we  owe  them. 
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England  is  too  far  removed  from  us  ; 
we  cannot  be  governed  by  fuch  a  difiant 
country.  What,  to  traverfe,  always,  fix 
thoufand  miles,  to  claim  juftice,  or  to  aik 
for  laws  !  to  exculpate  ourfelves  from  ima- 
ginary crimes,  or  folicit,  wdth  meannefs, 
the  court  and  minifters  of  a  foreign  clime  I 
What,  to  wait  for  years  for  every  anfwer  ; 
and  to  find,  as  we  might  too  often,  when 
we  had  crofTed  and  recroiied  the  ocean, 
that  injuftice  only  would  be  the  product 
of  our  voyage  !  No  ;  to  be  a  great  ilate, 
the  centre  and  the  feat  of  powder  mull  be 
in  the  (late  itfelf.  Nothing  but  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  Eaft  can  inure  men  thus  to  re- 
ceive their  laws  from  rulers  far  remote,  or 
from  the  bafhav/s,  by  whom  invilible  ty- 
rants are  reprefented.  But  let  it  not  be 
forgotten,  that  the  more  the  diflance  is 
augmented,  the  more  ponderous  and  cruel 
is  the  preiTure  of  the  defpotic  power  ;  and 
the  people  then,  deprived  of  almoft  all  the 
advantages  of  government,  feel  only  its 
xniferies  and  its  vices. 
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Nature  did  not  create  a  world  to  fub- 
jed  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  an  illand.  Na- 
ture has  eftablifhed  the  laws  of  equilibri- 
um, which  Ihe  every  where  obferves,  in  the 
heavens  as  well  as  upon  the  earth.  By 
the  laws  of  bodies,  and  of  diftances,  Ame- 
rica can  belong  but  to  itfelr. 

There  is  no  government  without  a  mu- 
tual confidence  between  him  who  com- 
mands and  him  who  obeys.  It  is  all  over; 
this  mutual  confidence  is  gone,  and  never 
can  return.  England  has  too  clearly  fhewn 
that  file  would  command  us  like  flaves  ; 
America,  that  flie  was  equally  fenfible  both 
of  her  rights  and  of  her  ftrength.  They 
have  each  betrayed  their  fecret.  From 
this  moment  there  can  be  no  further  trea- 
ty. It  would  be  figned  by  hatred  and 
difiiruft  ;  hatred,  which  never  pardons  ; 
diilruft,  which,  by  its  very  nature,  can  ne- 
ver be  reconciled. 

Would  you  know  what  an  accommoda- 
tion fubjeclion  to  I'ngland  would  produce? 
Your  ruin.  You  fland  in  need  of  laws  ; 
you  will  not  obtain  them.      Who  would 
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.^  give  them  to  you  ?  The  Englifli  nation  ? 
She  is  jealous  of  your  increafe.  The  ? 
He  is  your  enemy.  Yourfelves,  in  your 
alTemblies  ?  Do  you  not  remember  that  all 
îegiilationis  fubmitted  to  the  negative  right 
of  the  monarch  who  v/oul<3  bring  you  to 
his  yoke  ?  This  right  would  be  a  formid- 
able ric:ht  inceiiantlv  armed  aorainft  you. 
Make  requeils  ;  they  will  be  eluded.  Form 
picas  of  commerce  and  greatnefs  ;  they 
will  become  to  the  mother-country  an  ob- 
ject of  affright.  Your  government  will 
be  no  more  than  a  kind  of  cîandcHinc  war; 
that  of  an  enemy  who  would  deitroy  with- 
out openly  attacking  ;  it  will  be,  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  coaife  of  policy,  a  flow 
and  fecret  afTaiii nation,  which  will  caufelan- 
gour  and  prolong  weaknefs,  and,  with  the 
art  of  an  imperial  torturer,  equally  prohibit 
you  to  live  or  die.  Submit  to  England  ; 
and  behold  vour  fate. 

It  is  not  without  ri2:ht  that  we  take 
arms.  Our  right  is  necefuty,  a  juft  de- 
fence, the  miferies  of  ourfelves  and  of  our 
children,   the  excelles   committed    againfl 
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US.  Our  right  is  our  augufl  title  of  na^ 
tion.  It  is  for  the  fword  to  judge  us. 
The  tribunal  of  war,  is  the  only  tribunal 
which  now  exifts  for  us.  Well  then,  fince 
the  fword  muft  necelTarily  be  drawn, de t  us 
be  fure  at  leaft,  that  it  be  for  a  caufe  that 
may  be  worthy  of  it,  and  requite  us  for 
both  our  treafure  and  our  blood.  What, 
fhall  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  the  feeing  our 
habitations  ruined,  our  lands  laid  wafte, 
our  families  llaughtered,  in  order  to  com- 
pafs  at  laft  an  accommodation  ;  that  is, 
to  implore  new  chains,  and  cement  our- 
felves the  edifice  of  our  bondage  ?  What, 
fliall  it  be  by  the  dreadful  light  of  confla- 
grations, fhall  it  be  on  the  tomb  of  our 
fathers,  or  our  children,  or  our  wives,  that 
we  fliall  fign  a  treaty  with  our  proud  op- 
preflbrs  !  and,  all  covered  with  our  blood, 
will  they  deign  to  pardon  us!  Ah,  we 
fhould  then  be  but  a  vile  objecft  of  pitying 
wonder  to  Europe,  of  indignation  to  Arne- 
rica,  and  of  contempt  even  to  our  enemies. 
If  we  can  obey  them,  we  had  not  the  right 
to  combat  them.     Liberty    only  can  ab- 
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folve  us.  Liberty,  and  perfect  liberty,  is 
the  only  obiecl  worthy  of  our  labours  and 
our  dangers.  AVhat  do  I  fay  ?  From  this 
moment  it  is  our  own.  Our  title  is  writ- 
ten on  the  bloody  plains  of  Lexington  ;  it 
was  there  that  the  hand  of  England  tore 
the  contract  by  which  we  were  united  to 
her.  Yes.  At  the  moment  when  the  re- 
port of  the  fird  mufquet  difcharged  by 
England  was  heard,  nature  herfelf  pro- 
claimed us  free  and  independent. 

Let  us  profit  by  the  benefit  of  foes. 
The  youth  of  nations  is  the  age  moil  fa- 
vourable to  their  independence.  It  is  the 
time  of  energy  and  vigour.  Our  fouls  are 
not  yet  furrounded  by  that  apparatus  of 
luxury,  which  ferves  as  hoilage  to  a  tyrant. 
Our  arms  are  nor  yet  enervated  in  the  arts 
of  foftnefs.  Amongft  us  are  not  feen  to 
domineer  thofe  nobles,  who,  by  their  very 
conilitution,  are  the  necelTary  allies  of 
kin  es  ;  who  love  not  liberty,  but  when 
they  can  make  of  it  an  initrument  of  op- 
preflion  ;  thofe  nobles,  eager  for  privilege 
and  title,  for  whom,  in  critical  conjunc- 
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tures,  the  people  are  but  tools,  for  whom 
the  fupreme  power  is  a  ready  corruptor. 

Your  colonies  are  formed  of  plain,  brave, 
laborious,  upright  men,  proprietors  and 
cultivators  of  their  land  in  one.  Liberty 
is  their  firft  want.  Rural  labours  have  al- 
ready hardened  them  for  war  ;  and  every 
engagement,  nay,  every  petty  rKirmifli  with 
the  enemy,  muft  at  lad  perfecl  them  in  the 
art  of  war.  Public  enthufiafm  brino^s  to 
light  unknown  talents.  It  is  in  revolu- 
tions that  great  minds  are  formed,  that 
heroes  fliev/  themfelves,  and  take  their 
place.  Remember  Holland,  and  ail  her 
fons;  and  that  number  of  extraordinary 
men  to  v/Iiich  the  quarrel  of  her  liberty 
gave  birth:  behold  in  thefe  men  an  ex- 
ample for  you;  remember  their  fuccefs, 
snd  behold  a  prefage. 

Let  our  firft  ftcp  be  to  form  a  conftitu- 
tion  by  which  we  may  be  united.  The 
moment  is  -arrived.  Later,  it  would  be 
abandoned  to  an  uncertain  futurity  and  the 
caprice  of  chance.  the  more  people  and 
riches  we  fhall  acquire,  the  more  barriers 
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will  there  be  railed  up  between  us.  Then, 
how  {hall  fo  many  provinces  and  interefls 
be  made  connflent  ?  For  iuch  an  union 
it  is  neceHary  that  each  people  lliould  at 
once  be  feniible,  both  of  the  particular 
weaknefs,  and  the  general  ftrength.  There 
mud  be  great  calamities  or  great  fears.  It 
is  then,  amongfl  communities  as  amongft 
individuals,  that  fpring  up  thofe  firm  and 
vigorous  friendihips  which  aiTociate  fouls 
with  fouls,  and  interefts  with  interefls.  It 
is  then,  that  one  fpirit,  breathed  from  every 
part,  forms  the  genius  of  ftates  ;  and  that 
all  the  fcattered  powers  become  by  union  a 
fmgle  and  a  formidable  power.  Thanks 
to  our  perfecutors,  wq  are  at  this  epocha. 
if  we  have  courage,  it  will  be  that  of 
our  happinefs.  Few  nations  have  laid 
hold  of  the  favourable  moment  to  form 
their  government.  Once  efcaped,  this  mo- 
ment returns  no  more  ;  and  anarchv  or 
flavery  puniûies  the  neglecl:  of  it  for  ages. 
Let  not  a  fimilar  fault  prepare  for  us  iimi- 
iar  reoTet..     Re2:ret  is  impotent. 
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Let  the  moment,  which,  in  refpeâ:  to 
us,  is  lingular,  be  feized  on.  We  have  it 
in  our  power  to  frame  the  fineft  conftitu- 
tion  that  the  world  has  feen.  You  have 
read  in  your  flicred  books  how  mankind 
were  deftroyed  by  the  general  dehige.  A 
fmgle family  furvived,  and  was  commanded 
by  the  Supreme  Being  to  re-people  the 
earth.  We  are  this  family.  Defpotifm 
has  deluged  all  ;  and  we  can  a  fécond  time 
renew  the  world. 

We  are  about,  at  this  moment,  to  decide 
the  fate  of  a  race  of  men  more  numerous 
perhaps  than  all  the  people  of  Europe  put 
together.  Shall  we  wait  till  we  may  be 
the  prey  of  a  conqueror,  and  fuffer  the 
hope  of  the  univerfe  to  be  deftroyed  ? 
Imagine  to  yourfelves,  that  all  the  genera- 
tions of  the  world  to  come,  have  at  this 
moment  their  eyes  fixed  on  us,  and  de- 
mand of  us  their  liberty.  We  are  about 
to  fix  their  dcftiny.  If  we  give  them  up, 
they  will,  perhaps,  one  day,  drag  their 
chains  acrofs  our  tombs,  and  load  them 
with  imprecations. 
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Call  to  mind  a  writing  which  has  ^p* 
peared  amongft  you,  and  had  for  a  motto. 
Unite  or  die. 

Let  us  unite  then,  and  begin  by  declaring 

our  Independence.  That  alone  can  efface 
the  name  of  rebellious  fubjects,  which  our 
infolent  oppreflbrs  have  dared  to  give  us. 
That  alone  can  make  us  rife  up  to  the 
dignity  which  is  our  due,  infure  us  allies 
.amongft  the  powers,  imprefs  refpecl  even 
upon  our  enemies,  and,  if  we  treat  with 
them,  give  us  the  right  to  treat,  with  the 
power  and  majeily  which  becomes  a  nation. 
But  I  repeat  it  ;  we  mufc  be  quick. 
Our  uncertainty  makes  our  weaknefs.  Let 
us  dare  to  be  free,  and  we  are  fo.  Ready 
to  take  the  leap,  we  draw  back.  We  read 
the  countenances  of  each  other  with  anxi- 
ous curioiity.  It  feems,  as  if  we  were  afto- 
niflied  at  our  ov/n  boldnefs,  and  that  our 
very  courage  gave  us  fear.  But  it  is  not 
now  the  time  to  be  mufins:  on  calculations^ 
It  is  paffed.  In  great  affairs  in  which  there 
is  but  one  great  part  to  take,  too  much  cir- 
cumfpeclion  ceafes  to  be  prudence.  Every 
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thing  that  is  extreme,  demands refolution  in 
the  extreme.  Then,  the  boldeil  meafure;? 
are  the  wifeil  5  and  the  excefs  of  boldnefs 
itfelf  becomes  the  means  and  the  waiTant 
of  fiiccefs. 
7ii:eccic'        Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  fentiments 

liicshrcr.k 

the  ùes  difplayed  in  this  work.  They  confirmed 
uicdthem  \i\  thcir  principles  the  enterprizing  fpirits 
lund,ôrJ  who  had  lono:  required  a  total  feparation 
ii-emji-i-    from  the  mother-country.      The  timid  ci- 

7' es  inde- 
pendent    tizens,  who   had  been  waverinf^  till  then. 

if  bcr.  ^ 

now  declared  deciiively  for  this  great  and 
interefling  rupture.  The  votaries  of  inde^ 
pendence  were  numerous  enough  to  bring 
the  general  congrcfs,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1776,  to  the  determination  to  pronounce 
it. 

Why  have  I  not  received  the  genius  and 
the  eloquence  of  the  celebrated  orators  of 
Athens  and  of  Rome  !  V7ith  what  gran- 
deur, with  what  enthufiafm,  fhould  I  not 
ipeak  of  thofe  generous  men  who  ereded 
this  grand  edifice,  by  their  patience,  their 
.  wifdom,  and  their  courage  !  Hancock, 
Franklin,  the  tv/o  Adamfes,  were  the  great- 
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til;  a(5lors  in  this  afiecling  fcene  :  but  they 
were  not  the  only  ones.  Pofterity  fliall 
know  them  all.  Their  honoured  names 
fliall  be  tranfmitted  to  it  by  a  happier  pen 
than  mine.  Brafs  and  marble  fhall  fliew 
them  to  remoteil  ages.  In  beholding  them, 
fliall  the  friend  of  freedom  feel  his  heart 
palpitate  with  joy,  feel  his  eyes  floating  in 
delicious  tears.  Under  the  bufi  of  one  of 
them   has    been    written  •    He    wrested 

THUNDER  FROM  HEAVEN  AND  THE  SCEPTRE 

FROM  TYRANTS*.      Of  the  làû.  words  of 
this  eulogy  fhall  all  of  them  partake. 

Heroic  country,  my  advanced  age  per- 
mits me  not  to  vifit  thee.  Never  fhall  1 
fee  myfelf  amongft  the  refpectable  perfon- 
ages  of  the  Areopagus  ;  never  fhall  I  be 
prefent  at  the  deliberations  of  thy  congrefs. 
I  fhall  die  without  having  feen  the  retreat 
of  toleration,  of  manners,  of  laws,  of  vir- 
tue, and  of  freedom.      My  aflies  will  not 
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tke  line  applied  to  the  great  Eleélrician  ;  and  ths. 
tranflator  dares  not  crîticife  a  line  which  his  mailer 
has  thought  worthy  to  be  iludded  in  his  work,  '^» 
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be  covered  by  a  free  and  holy  earth:  but  Ï 
lliall  have  defired  it;  and  my  lafl  breath 
fliall  bear  to  heaven  an  ejaculation  for  thy 
profperity. 

Thoui^h  America  mi^'ht  be  affured  of 
univerflii  approbation,  flie  thought  it  in- 
cumbent on  her  to  expofe  to  the  eyes  of 
the  world  the  motives  of  her  conduct. 
She  publifhed  her  manifeflo,  in  which  we 
read  that, 

'^  The  hiftory  of  the  Englifli  nation  and 
its  king  w^ill  iliew  to  the  fucceeding  ge- 
nerations, whom  it  Ihall  entertain  and  in- 
ftrucl  with  accounts  of  them  and  us,  a 
feries  of  outrages  and  of  ufurpations 
which  vied  with  each  other  in  their 
tendency  to  eftablifh  abfolute  tyranny  in 
thefe  provinces. 

"  It  will  ihevv',  that  the  monarch  refufed 
his  confent  to  laws  the  moft  falutary  and 
the  mofl  neceflary  to  the  public  good. 
''  That  he  removed  the  affemblies  to 
inconvenient  places,  at  a  diftance  from 
all  records,  in  order  to  bring  the  depu- 
ties more  eafily  to  his  views. 
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'*  That  he  had  frequently  dilTolved  the 
aflembly  of  reprefentatives,  becaufe  they 
had  firmly  defended  the  people's  rights. 
"  That,  after  fuch  diffolution,  he  had 
left  the  ftates  too  long  without  reprefen- 
tatives,  and  confequently  expofed  to  the 
inconveniences  refulting  from  the  want 
^'   of  ailemblies. 

"  That  he  endeavoured  to  hinder  po- 
*'  pulation,  by  raifing  difficulties  to  the 
"  naturalization  of  foreigners,  and  byfell- 
"  ing  the  lands,  of  which  he  granted  the 
property,  too  dear. 

"  That  he  made  the  judges  too  depen- 
dent en  himfelf,  by  decreeing  that  they 
fliould  hold  but  of  him  alone,  both  their 
"   offices  and  their  falaries. 

'•  That  he  created  new  employments, 
*'  and  filled  this  country  with  a  multitude 
"  of  place-men,  who  devoured  our  fub- 
"  ftance  and  diilurbed  our  quiet. 

"  That  he  maintained  amongft  us,  in 
"  time  of  profound  peace,  a  confiderable 
*'  number  of  troops,  without  the  confent 
"  or  the  legrflative  power. 


a 
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*^  That  he  rendered  military  power  in- 
dependent of,  and  even  fuperior  to,  the 
civil  power. 

"  That  he  contrived  all  means,  in  con- 
junâiion  with  perverfe  men,  to  quarter 
armed  foldiers  in  our  houfes,  and  ex- 
empt them  from  the  pains  due  to  the 
murders  they  might  commit  in  Ameri- 
ca ;  to  deftroy  our  trade  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  ;  to  impofe  taxes  on  us  with- 
out our  confent  ;  to  deprive  us,  in  many 
cafes,  of  our  trials  by  juries  ;  to  tran- 
fport  us,  and  make  us  take  our  trials,  be- 
yond the  feas,  6000  miles  from  our  own 
home,  and  which  diftance  we  muft  have 
tranfported  all  our  witneffes,  an  expence 
burdenfome  to  the  mofl  opulent  ;  to 
take  away  our  charters,  fupprefs  our 
beft  laws,  to  alter  the  foundation  and 
the  form  of  our  government  for  the 
worfe  )  to  fufpend  our  own  legiflationj 
and  make  us  receive  other  laws. 
"  That  he  himfelf  abdicated  his  govern- 
ment in  the  American  provinces,    by 
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"  declaring  us  fallen  from  his  protection^ 
"   and  by  making  war  upon  us.   , 

"  That  he  caufed  our  coafts  to  be  ra- 
"  viihed,  our  ports  to  be  deftroyed,  our 
'^  towns  to  be  burnt,'  our  people  to  be 
*•  maiïacred. 

"  That  he  forced  thofe  who  \vere  taken 
"  prifoners  upon  the  high  feas,  to  bear 
'•  arms  againil  their  country,  to  become 
'*  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and 
''  brethren  J  or  to  perifh  themfdves  by 
**  hands  fo  dean 

'*  That  he  excited  amongft  us  intefline 
''  divifions  ;  and  that  ha  endeavoured  to 
''  raife  againfl  our  peaceable  inhabitants, 
"  the  barbarous  favaj^es,  accuflomed  to 
"  m.affacre  all,  without  diftinclion  of  rank, 
''  fex,  and  ai^e.  - 

'*  That  at  this  time  there  arrived  on 
"  our  fhores  foreign  mercenaries,  com- 
''  mifîioned  to  compleat  the  w^ork  of  de- 
"  vaflation  and  death. 

"   And  that  a  prince,   whofe   charader 

was  thus  marked  by  all  the  features  ot 


«c 


I      i°6     ] 

*^  tyranny,  was  not  fit  to  govern  a  free 
*'  people." 

A  ftep  which  broke  the  ties  formed  by 
blood,  by  religion,  and  by  habit,  was  to  be 
fupported  by  a  grand  concert  of  wills,  by 
wife  and  visforous  meafures.      The  United 

o 

States  of  America  gave  themfelves  a  fede- 
rate conftitution,  which  joined,  to  the  inte- 
rior advantages  of  republican  government, 
all  the  power  of  monarchy. 

Each  province  had  an  alTembly  formed 
by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  different  dif- 
tricls,  and  in  which  the  legillative  power 
relided.  The  executive  power  \Yas  com- 
mitted to  its  prefident.  His  rights  and 
his  obligations  were,  to  liflen  to  every  ap- 
plication from  any  of  the  people  ;  to  call 
them  together  v/hen  circumflances  might 
require  it  j  to  provide  for  the  arming  and 
fubfifling  troops,  and  concert  the  opera- 
tions of  them  with  their  officers.  He  was 
at  the  head  of  a  fecret  committee,  which 
was  to  hold  a  continual  correfpondence 
with  the  general  congrefs.  The  time  of 
his  continuance  in  office  was  limited   to 
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tv/o  years.      But  the  laws  permitted  a  pro- 
lonsfation  of  it. 

o 

The  provinces  were  not  obliged  to  ren- 
der an  account  of  their  adminiftration  to 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  though 
compofed  of  the  deputies  of  all  the  colo- 
nies. The  fuperiority  of  the  general  con- 
grefs  over  the  particular  congreiîes  was 
confined  to  matters  relative  to  politics  and 
war. 

But  fome  people  have  thought  that  the 
inftitution  of  this  body  was  not  fo  well 
contrived  as  the  legiHation  of  the  provinces. 
It  feems,  it  mud  be  confefTed,  that  federate 
flatcs,  which  raife  themfelves  from  the  con- 
dition of  fubjecls  up  to  that  of  being  inde- 
pendent, cannot  without  danger  truft  their 
delegates  with  the  unlimited  power  of 
making  peace  and  v*-ar.  For  thefe  dele- 
gates, ihould  they  be  corrupt  or  ill  in- 
formed, might  bring  back  the  whole  ilate 
to  the  bondage  which  it  is  feeking  to  efcape 
from.  It  feems,  that  in  thefe  times  of  re- 
volution, the  public  will  cannot  be  too 
well  knowRj  too  literally  pronounced.     It 
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is  ncceffary,  undoubtedly,  they  fay,  that 
all  the  meafures,  all  the  operations,  which 
relate  to  the  common  defence  and  offence, 
fliould  be  decided  on  by  the  common  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  body  of  the  ftate:  but 
the  continuation  of  war,  and  the  conditions 
of  peace,  ought  to  be  deliberated  upon  in 
every  province;  and  the  deliberations  to 
be  tranfmitced  to  the  congrefs  by  the  depu- 
ties, who  would  fubmit  the  opinion  of  their 
provinces  to  the  plurality  of  voices.  In 
fhort,  they  add,  that  if  in  eftablifhed  go- 
vernments it  is  proper  that  the  people 
fliould  rely  with  confidence  in  the  wifdom 
of  their  fenate,  in  a  ftate  where  the  confti- 
tution  is  forming,  where  the  people,  as  yet 
uncertain  of  their  fate,  call  for  their  liberty, 
fword  in  hand,  it  is  necefl'ary  that,  all  the 
citizens,  fliould  be  continually  in  council, 
in  camp,  in  the  public  places,  and  have 
their  eyes  continually  open  upon  the  repre- 
fentatives  to  whom  their  deftiny  has  been 
committed. 

Though  thefe  principles  are  true  in  ge- 
neral, there  might  be  a  difficulty,  we  may 


tinfwer  in  applying  them   to  the  new  re- 
public formed  by  the   Americans.       It  is 
not  with  that  republic  as  with  the  federate 
republics  which  we  fee  in  Europe,  I  mean 
Holland  and  Switzerland,  which  occupy  a 
country  but  of  fmall  extent,  and  in  which 
it  is  eafy  to  eftablifh  a  rapid  communica- 
tion between  all  the  provinces.      The  fame 
thing  may  be  faid  of  the  confederacies  of 
ancient  Greece.    Thefe  ftates  were  fituated 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other,  con- 
fined almoil  within  the  narrow  compafs  of 
the  Peloponnefus,  or,  at  moft,   v/ithin  the 
limits  of  the  Achipelago.      But  the  united 
States  of  America,   difperfed  over  an  im- 
menfe  continent  ;    occupying  in  the  new 
world   a    fpace    of    almoft    2000    miles  ; 
feparated   by  deferts,    by  mountains,    by 
gulfs,  and  by  a  vaftextent  of  coaft,  cannot 
have  the  advantage  of  this  rapid  commu- 
nication.     If  the  general  congrefs  could 
not  decide  upon  political  interefts  without 
the    particular  deliberations  of  each  pro- 
vince ;  if  on  every  important  occaiion,  on 
qvery  unforfeen  event,  it  fhould  be  necef- 
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fary  to  give  new  inftruâ:iohs,  and,  as  we 
may  fay,  a  new  power  to  the  reprefenta- 
tives,  this  body  would  remain  inactive. 
The  diftances  to  be  pafled,  the  delays  and 
the  multitude  of  debates,  might  too  often 
be  hurtful  to  the  public  good. 

Beiides,  it  is  never  at  the  birth  of  a  con- 
ftitution,  and  amidft  the  great  fermenta- 
tions of  liberty,  that  there  is  caufe  to  fear 
that  a  body  of  reprefentatives  fliould,  either 
from  weaknefs  or  corruption,  betray  the 
interefts  with  which  they  are  entrufted.  It 
is  rather  in  fuch  a  body  that  the  general 
fpirit  is  both  exalted  and  inflamed.  In 
that  refides,  in  its  vigour,  the  genius  of  the 
nation.  Chofen  by  the  efteem  of  their 
fellow.citizens,chofen  at  a  time  when  every 
public  function  is  a  danger,  and  every  vote 
an  honour,  placed  at  the  head  of  thofe  who 
will  compofe  for  ever  that  celebrated  areo- 
pagus,  and  thence  even  naturally  carried 
to  regard  the  public  liberty  as  their  own 
work,  they  cannot  but  have  the  enthufiafm 
of  founders,  who  make  it  their  pride  to 
have  their  names  engraved  confpicuoufly, 
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to  be  read  by  diftant  ages,  on  the  frontif- 
piece  of  an  auguft  monument  which  is 
rifing.  The  fears  which  the  partifans  of 
the  country  fyftem  might  have  upon  this 
objecl,  feem  therefore  to  have  fmall  foun- 
dation. 

I  will  fay  more.  It  might  happen  that 
a  people  who  are  fighting  for  liberty,  fa- 
tigued with  a  long  and  painful  ftruggle, 
and  more  ftruck  with  the  prefent  danger 
than  the  future  good,  might  feel  their  cou- 
rage failing,  and  perhaps,  one  day,  be 
tempted  to  prefer  dependence  and  peace  to 
independence  and  tumult,  attended  with 
peril  and  with  blood.  Then  would  it  be 
advantageous  to  this  people  to  have  di- 
vefted  themfelves  of  the  power  of  making 
peace  with  their  oppreffors,  and  depofited 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  fenate  which  they 
had  chofen  to  ferve  as  an  organ  to  their 
will,  when  this  will  could  fliew  itfelf  with 
freedom,  pride,  and  courage.  It  feems  as 
if  each  individual,  when  he  had  given  his 
voice  for  the  inftituting  fuch  a  fenate, 
ihould  fay  to  it,  I  raife  the  Handard  of 
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war  againil;  my  tyrants.  If  my  arm  fliould 
weary  in  the  war,  if  1  could  debafe  myfelf 
fo  low  as  to  implore  repofe,  fupport  me 
againft  my  weaknefs.  Liften  to  no  prayer 
or  wifh  unworthy  of  me,  which  I  difavow 
beforehand  ;  and  pronounce  not  the  name 
of  peace  until  my  bonds  be  broken. 

In  reality  if  we  confult  the  hiflory  of 
republics,  we  Ihall  fee,  that  the  multitude 
have  almoft  always  great  impetuofity  and 
heat  at  the  firfl  moment  ;  but  that  it  is 
only  in  a  fmall  number  of  choffen  men, 
and  qualified  to  fervc  as  chiefs,  that  re- 
fide  thofe  confiant  and  vigorous  refolutions 
which  march,  with  a  Heady,  firm, undaunt- 
ed ftep,  towards  fome  great  and  worthy 
end,  never  turning,  or  looking,  from  the 
path,  and  never  ceafing,  moft  ftubbornly 
to  combat  all  obftruclions  that  they  meet 
with,  from  fortune,  from  mifery,  and  from 
man. 

However  it  be,  and  whatfoever  fide  may 
be   taken  in  this  political  difcuflion,  the 
iheUmt-  Americans  had  not  yet  created  for  them- 

ed  States  ^ 

Z'rfd^"^'  ^^^ves  a  fyftem  of  government,  when  in 
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the  month  of  March,  Hopkins  plundered 
the  ifland  of  Providence  of  a  large  train 
of  artillery  and  a  conliderable  quantity  of 
anamunition  ;  when  in  the  beginning  of 
May,  Carleton  drove  out  of  Canada  the 
Provincial  troops,  which  were  employed 
to  reduce  Quebec  with  a  view  of  complet- 
ing the  conqueft  of  that  important  terri- 
tory ?  when  in  the  month  of  June,  Clinton 
and  Parker  had  been  fo  vigoroufly  repulfed 
on  the  Southern  coafts  of  America.  Far 
greater  fcenes  followed  the  declaration  of 
independence. 

Howe  had  been  appointed  to  fuperfede 
the  feeble  Gage  :  and  it  was  this  new  ge- 
neral who  had  evacuated  Bofton.  Havine: 
arrived  on  the  2d  of  April  at  Halifax,  on 
the  loth  of  June  he  departed  for  Staten 
Ifland.  The  forces,  which  were  to  acl 
both  by  fea  and  land,  fucceflively  joined 
him  according  to  expectation  ;  and  on  the 
28th  of  Auguft  he  landed  on  Long-Ifland 
without  oppoiition,  under  the  protection 
of  a  Fleet  commanded  by  the  admiral  his 
brother.     The  Americans  exhibited  as  lit- 
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tie  fpirit  in  defending  the  interior  part  of 
their  country  as  they  did  on  the  landing 
of  the  enemy. 

After  a  very  feeble  refiftance,  and  confix 
derable  lofs,  they  took  refuge  on  the  con- 
tinent with  a  facility,  which  would  hardly 
have  been  granted  them  by  a  conqueror, 
who  kdiew  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  ad- 
vantages he  had  obtained.  The  city  of 
New-York  too  was  abandoned  by  thefe 
new  republicans  with  flill  greater  precipi- 
tation than  they  had  evacuated  Long- 
Iiland  :  and  they  filed  off  towards  Kingf- 
bridge,  where  they  appeared  determined 
to  make  an  obftinate  refiftance. 

If  the  Englifh  had  followed  up  their 
fuccefs  with  that  vivacity  which  circum- 
Hances  demanded,  the  new-raifed  troops 
which  had  oppofed  them  had  infallibly 
been  difperfed,  or  reduced  to  the  necelîity 
of  laying  down  their  arms.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  were  allowed  fix  weeks  to  reco- 
ver from  their  confternation  :  nor  did  they 
abandon  their  intrenchments  till  the  night 
of  the  firft  or  fécond  of  November,  v/hen 
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the  movements,  which  were  making  iq 
their  view,  were  fufficient  to  convince  them 
that  their  camp  was  upon  the  point  of  be- 
ing attacked. 

Their  commander  in  chief,  Wafhington, 
was  unwilling  to  trufl  the  fate  of  his  coun- 
try to  an  adion,  which  might  and  natu- 
rally would  have  terminated  to  the  preju- 
dice of  thofe  important  interells  which  had 
been  committed  to  him.  He  knew,  that 
delays,  ever  favourable  to  a  native,  are 
ever  fatal  to  a  ftranger.  This  convidion 
determined  him  to  retire  to  the  Jerfeys 
with  a  defign  of  protracting  the  w^ar.  Fa- 
voured both  by  the  inclemency  of  the  fea- 
fon,  by  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
by. the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  com- 
penfated  in  fome  meafure  for  the  want  of 
difcipline,  he  had  reafon  to  flatter  himfelf, 
that  he  iliould  be  able  to  cover  the  greateft 
part  of  this  fertile  province,  and  keep  the 
enemy  at  a  difiance  from  Penfylvania.  In 
a  moment,  however,  he  fees  his  colours 
abandoned  by  the  foldiers,  whofe  engage- 
ment, at  the  end  of  fix,  and  even  at  the- 
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end  of  three  months,  had  exph-ed  :  and  of 
an  army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men, 
there  fcarce  remained  two  thoufand  five 
hundred,  with  which  he  was  fortunate  e- 
nough  to  retire  beyond  the  Delaware. 

Without  lofing  a  moment,  the  King's 
troops  ought  to  have  paiTcd  the  river  in 
purfuit  of  this  handful  of  fugitives,  and 
have  put  them  totally  to  the  rout.  If  the 
five  thoufand  men,  deflined  for  the  con- 
quell  of  Rhode-Uland,  had  gone  up  the  ri- 
ver in  the  tranfports  they  were  aboard  of, 
the  junclion  of  the  two  corps  might  have 
been  efFeded  without  oppofition  even  in 
Philadelphia  itfelf,  and  the  new  republic 
had  been  ftifled  in  that  important  and  ce* 
lebrated  city  which  gave  it  birth. 

At  this  time,  perhaps,  reproaches  were 
caft  on  the  Englifli  general  for  being  timid 
and  too  circumfpeft  in  the  operations  of 
the  campaign.  Certain  it  is,,  however, 
that  he  was  rafh  enough  in  the  diftribution 
of  his  winter-cantonements.  They  were 
difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  there  re- 
mained not  in  America  a  fingle  individual. 
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who  had  either  inclination  or  power  ta 
moleft  them. 

This  prefumption  encouraged  the  militia; 
of  Penfylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia^ 
coliecled  together  and  reunited  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  common  caufe. 

On  the  25th  of  December  they  croffed 
the  Delaware,  and  fell  accidentally  upon 
Trenton,  which  was  'occupied  by  fifteen 
hundred  of  the  twelve  thoufand  Heffians, 
fold  in  fo  bafe  a  manner,  by  their  avarici- 
ous mafter,  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
This  corps  was  mafiacred,  taken,  or  entire- 
ly difperfed.  Eight  days  after  three  Eng- 
lifli  regiments  were  in  like  manner  driven 
from  Prince- town,  but  after  having  better 
fupported  their  reputation  than  the  foreign 
troops  in  their  pay. 

Thefe  unexpecled  events  reduced  the 
enemies  of  America,  in  the  Jerfeys,  to  the 
neceffity  of  confining  their  pofls  to  Amboy 
and  Brunfvvick,  where  yet  they  were  ex- 
ceedingly harraffed  during  the  rem^ainder 
of  the  winter.. 
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The  efFeâ;  of  ftrong  paflions,  and  of 
great  dangers,  is  often  to  aftonifh  the  mind, 
and  to  throw  it  into  that  kind  of  torpor 
that  deprives  it  of  the  ufe  of  its  powers  ; 
by  degrees  it  recovers  and  coUecls  itfelf  : 
all  its  faculties,  fufpended  for  a  moment, 
difplay  themfelves  with  redoubled  vigour  : 
every  fpring  of  aélion  is  awakened,  and  it 
feels  its  powers  rife  at  once  to  a  level  with 
the  difficulties  it  has  to  encounter.  In  a 
great  multitude  there  are  always  fome  who 
feel  this  immediate  effed:,  which  rapidly 
communicates  itfelf  to  others.  Such  a  re- 
volution took  place  amongft  the  confede- 
rate ftates.  It  caufed  armed  men  to  iffue 
from  all  quarters. 

It  was  very  late  before  the  campaign  of 
1777  was  opened.  The  Engliih  army,  in 
defpair  of  penetrating  into  Penfylvania  by 
way  of  the  Jerfeys,  at  laft  embarked  on 
the  23d  of  July,  and,  by  the  bay  of  Che- 
fapeak,  landed  in  a  country  which  their 
generals  may  very  juftly  be  reproached  for 
not  having  invaded  the  year  before.  Their 
march  is    uninterrupted,    till  they  reach 
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Brandywine.  There,  on  the  i  ith  of  Sep- 
tember, they  attack  and  beat  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  arrive  on  the  30th  at  Philadel- 
phia, which  had  been  abandoned  on  the 
25th  by  the  Congrefs,  and  a  few  days  later 
or  fooner  by  the  greateft  number  of  the 
inhabitants. 

This  vidory  is  attended  with  no  confe- 
quences.  The  conqueror  fees  nothing  a- 
round  him  but  hatred  and  devaftation. 
Pent  up  in  a  fpace  extremely  circum- 
fcribed,  he  meets  with  infurmountable 
obftacles  in  extending;  himfelf  over  an 
uncultivated  country.  Even  his  gold  af- 
fords him  not  its  ufual  refources  ih  the 
neighbouring  diftrici:s,  nor  is  there  a  pof- 
fibility  of  any  fupplies,  but  what  muft 
neceffarily  crofs  the  feas.  The  irkfome- 
nefs  of  an  imprifonment  of  nine  months 
duration,  determined  him  to  regain  New 
York  by  way  of  the  Jerfeys  ;  and  under 
the  command  of  Clinton,  fuccefiortoHowe, 
this  long  and  dangerous  retreat  was  effect- 
ed,  without  fuftaining  fo  much  lofs  as  a 
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jiîore  experienced  enemy  would  have  oc- 
cafioned. 

While  the  Englifli  were  wafting  away 
their  time  in  Fenfylvania,  an  important 
■fcene  opens  itfelf  in  the  more  northern 
part  of  America.  In  the  month  of  May, 
17765  Carleton  had  driven  the  provincials 
out  of  Canada,  and  in  Odober  deftroyed 
the  armed  floops  which  they  had  conftruél- 
ed  on  the  Lake  Champlain.  This  fuccefs 
■drew  Burgoyne  to  Ticonderago,  in  the 
month  of  July  in  the  following  year.  At 
-his  approach,  a  garrifon,  confifting  of  faur 
ihoufand  men,  abandoned  this  important 
poft,  with  tlie  lofs  of  their  rear-guard, 
their  artillery,  and  ammunition. 

The  EngliÛi  general  was  naturally  pre- 
fumptuous.  A  weaknefs  fo  extraordinary 
increafed  his  arroo-ance.  He  had  conceived 
the  defign  of  reuniting  the  troops  of  Cana- 
da with  thofe  of  New-York  by  Hudfon's 
bay.  This  project  was  bold  and  great. 
Had  he  fucceeded,  he  would  have  cut 
North  America  in  two,  and  perhaps,  have 
ended  the  war.     But,  to  have  had  fuccefs, 
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it  would  have  been  ncceilar)',  that  Vyhllil; 
one  army  was  going  down,  the  other  fhoukl 
have  gone  up,  the  river.  Having  failed  in 
this  idea,  Burgoyne  ought  to  1\?a'c  fecn, 
from  the  very  iirfl  fteps  of  it,  that  his  on- 
terprize  v^as  chiinericaL  At  every  march 
it  became  more  and  more  fo.  His  com- 
munications grew  more  diilant  ;  his  pro- 
vifions  lefs  abundant.  The  Americans, 
taking  heart  again,  alTembled  from  all  partb 
round  him.  At  length  this  unlucky  body 
of  men  found  themfelves  caught,  on  the 
i3th  of  October,  at  Saratoga;  and  nations 
learned  with  artoniflim.ent,  that  fix  thou- 
fand  of  the  beft  difciplined  troops  of  the 
old  hemifpere,  had  laid  down  their  arms 
before  the  hufbandmen  of  the  new,  con- 
dueled  by  the  fortunate  Gates.  Thofe  who 
remembered  that  the  Swedes,  under  Char- 
les the  Twelfth,  till  then  invincible,  had 
capitulated  before  the  Ruillans,  yet  uncivi- 
lized, did  not  accufe  the  Engliui  troops, 
but  only  blamed  the  imprudence  of  their 


general. 
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This  event  fo  decifive  in  the  opinion  of 
our  politicians,  was  of  no  greater  confe- 
quence  than  that  with  which  other  actions, 
lefs  favourable  to  the  American  arms,  had 
been  attended.  After  three  years  of  fight- 
ing, maiTacre,  and  devaftation,  the  flate  of 
things  was  fcarcely  changed  from  what  it 
had  been  a  fortnight  after  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities.  Let  us  endeavour  to 
difcover  the  caufes  of  fo  flrange  a  fmgu- 
larity. 
Why  the  Great  Britain,  accuilomed  to  fl  or  m  s  at 
dj  iirA     home,  faw  not  at  firft  all  the  danger  there  . 

fuccccd 

vi  trag-  might  be  in  the  temped   which  was  rifing 

in^  the        .  re   rr 

confeac-    m  her  remote  poliemons.      For  a  long  time 

rale  pro- 

innct's  to  her  troops  had  been  infulted  at  Bofton  ;  an 

fuhm':/' 

fion.  authority,  independent  of  hers,  had  been 
formed  in  the  province  of  Maffachufet. 
The  other  colonie?  were  making  difpofi- 
tions  to  follow  this  example,  had  not  the 
adminiftration  taken  thofe  great  objects  into 
their  ferioup  confideration.  When  they 
were  laid  before  parliament,  both  houfes 
were  Riled  with  clamour;  and  much  decla- 
mation followed,  after  much  declamation 
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that  had  gone  before.  The  fenate  of  the 
nation  decreed  at  laft,  that  the  country 
which  was  rebellious  to  its  decrees,  fliould 
by  force  be  made  obedient;  but  this  vio- 
lent refolution  was  executed  with  the  ilow- 
iiefs  too  frequent  in  fiâtes  of  freedom. 

England  thought,  in  general,  that  coafts 
without  defence,  that  countries  entirely 
open,  could  not  refift  her  fleets  and  armies, 
nay,  her  flatefmen  boldly  averred  in  par- 
liament, that  the  Americans  were  poltrons, 
and  would  fall  an  eafv  vicftim  to  the  s;al- 
lantry  of  a  Britiih  army.  It  did  not  appear 
to  her  that  this  expedition  could  be  of  fuf- 
ficient  duration  to  give. time  to  the  peace- 
ful hufbandmen  of  America  to  learn  the 
art  of  war.  It  was  forgotten  that  the  cli- 
mate, the  rivers,  the  defiles,  the  fwamps, 
the  want  of  provifion,  in  proportion  as  ad» 
vances  were  made  into  the  country,  and  an 
infinity  of  other  natural  obftruclions,  mili- 
tating againft  a  rapid  progrefs  in  a  regioa 
three-fourths  uncultivated,  Ihould  have 
made  a  part  of  the  calculation. 
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Succefs  was  Hill  more  retarded  by  the 
influence  of  moral  caufes. 

Great  Britain  is  the  region  of  party. 
Her  kings  have  generally  feemed  to  be  well 
enough  convinced  of  the  necelTity  of  leav- 
ing public  affairs  to  the  management  of  the 
prevailing  faction,  by  which  they  were 
conducled  commonlv  with  intelli2:ence  and 
with  vigour,  becaufe  the  principal  agents 
of  v/hich  it  was  compofed  were  animated 
by  a  common  intereft.  Then,  to  public 
foirit,  which  reia:ns  more  in  En<:xiand  than 
in  any  other  government  of  Europe,  was 
added  the  power  of  a  fu élion,  and  that 
fpirit  of  party  which  moves  men's  minds 
fo  powerfully,  becaufe  it  is  always  the  ef- 
fed  of  paiîion.  To  rid  himfelf  of  this  re- 
train t,  George  the  Third  compofed  his 
council  of  detached,  unconnçcted  meni- 
bers.  This  innovation  v/as  not  attended 
with  any  very  great  inconveniences,  as  long 
as  events  rolled  round  in  their  common 
courfe.  But  as  foon  as  a  war  with  Ame- 
rica had  complicated  a  machine,  which  was 
not  before  too    fim^^le,   it  was  perceived 


tîiat  it  had  neither  that  ftrèngth,  nor  that 
union  which  are  fo  neceffary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  great  affairs.  The  wheels,  too 
far  afunder,  wanted,  as  we  may  fay,  a 
centre  of  motion,  and  a  common  impulfe. 
They  went  lluggilhly  and  precipitately,  by 
turns.  The  adminiftration  too  much  re- 
fembled  that  of  an  ordinary  monarchy, 
when  the  principle  of  action  proceeds  not 
from  the  head  of  an  intelligent  and  adivc 
monarch,  who  brings  together  all  the 
fprings  under  his  owm  hand.  There  v/as  no 
longer  any  integrity  or  wholenefs  in  what 
was  undertaken,  nor  w^as  there  more  of  it 
in  what  was  executed. 

A  miniftry,  without  harmony  and  con- 
cord, was  expofed  to  the  inceffantly  re- 
newed attacks  of  a  body  of  enemies,  uni- 
ted, clofe,  and  firm.  Its  refolutions,  be 
they  what  they  would,  were  fure  to  be  com- 
bated by  reafoning  or  by  ridicule.  It 
was  reproached  for  having  been  fevere 
with  the  diftant  members  of  the  ftate. 
Even  they,  who  in  parliament  were  the 
moil    outrageous    againft    the    treatment 
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v/hicîi  haJ  been  iïicwn  to  the  Americans  ; 
they  who  moft  encouraged  them  to 
refiflance  ;  they  who,  perhaps,  fecretly 
fent  them  fiiccour,  were  as  averfe  to 
their  independence  as  the  very  minifters 
whom  thev  laboured  without  cea'llns:  tore- 
move  or  vilify.  Could  the  oppofition 
have  fiicceeded  in  difgufting  the  king  with 
Ills  coniidents,  or  have  obtained  the  facri- 
iice  of"  them  by  the  cry  of  the  nation,  the 
project  of  fubjugating  America-  had  ftill 
been  followed,  but  v/ith  more  dignity, 
more  force,  and  perhaps  with  meafures 
better  planned.  As  the  reduclion  of  the 
revolted  provinces  was  not  tobe  their  work, 
they  rather  wifhed  that  this  immenfe  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire  might  be  feparated 
from  it,  than  that  it  fliould  be  reunited  to 
by  any  other  hands  than  theirs. 

The  aâ:ivity  of  the  generals  repaired  not 
the  vice  of  thefe  contrarieties,  and  the  de- 
lays in  confequence.  They  indulged  the 
foldierv/ith  toolongrepofe  ;  they  employed 
in  meditating,  the  time  for  acling  ;  they 
r.pproachcd  nevz-raifcd  men  with  the  pre- 
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caution  they  would  have  taken  before  ve- 
teran troops.  The  EngliOi,  who  have  fo 
much  impetuofity  in  party,  are  of  a  cool 
and  calm  character  in  other  things.  They 
are  to  be  agitated  but  by  violent  paffions. 
When  this  fpring  is  wanting,  they  move 
flow  enough  to  count  their  fteps.  Then 
they  govern  themfelves  by  the  temper  of 
their  mind,  v/hich,  in  general,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  arts  of  imagination  and  tafte,  is, 
in  every  thing  elfe,  methodical  and  wife. 
In  war,  their  valour  never  lofes  light  of 
principles,  or  leaves  much  to  chance. 
Rarely  do  they  leave,  either  on  their  flanks 
or  in  their  rear,  any  thing  which  may  give 
them  trouble.  This  fyftem  has  its  advan- 
tages, particulary  in  a  clofe  and  narro^^ 
country,  in  a  country  fet  thick  with  ftrong 
holds  and  fortified  towns.  But  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumflances,  and  upon  the  vafl  con- 
tinent of  America,  againfl  a  people  who 
fiiould  not  have  had  time  allowed  them  for 
their  being  fortified,  or  inured  to  war,  the 
perfection  of  the  art,  perhaps,  had  been 
to  have  fori^ot  it,  and  to  fubftitute,  in  its 
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fiead,  the  rapid  and  impetuous  march,  and 
the  mighty  darings  which  at  once  aftonifh, 
ftrike,  and  overcome.  It  was  in  the  firft 
moments,  above  all,  that  it  would  have 
been  neceffary  to  imprefs  upon  the  Ame- 
ricans, not  the  terror  of  fuch  ravages  as 
affect  a  people,  armed  for  their  liberty^ 
more  with  indignation  than  with  fear  ;  but 
that  dread  which  is  ilruck  fromafuperiority 
of  talents  and  of  arms,  and  which  a  war- 
like people,  of  the  old  world,  fliould  na- 
turally be  fuppofed  to  carry  to  the  new. 
The  confidence  of  vidory  had  foon  been 
victory  itfelf.  But  by  too  much  circum- 
fpeclion,  by  their  too  fervile  attachment  to 
rules  and  principles,  fkilful  leaders  failed 
of  rendering  to  their  country  the  fervice  it. 
expeâ:ed  from  them,  and  which  it  was  juf- 
tified  in  expecting. 

The  troops,  on  their  fide,  did  not  prefs 
their  commanders  to  lead  them  on.  They 
were  jufi:  come  from  a  country,  where  the 
caufe  which  had  fent  them  acrofs  the  ocean, 
made  no  imprefilon.  It  was,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people,  but  a  broil  which  could  not. 
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be  of  any  confequcnce.  They  confounded 
the  debates  it  occafioned  in  parliament  with 
otker  debates,  often  of  fmall  importance. 
It  was  not  talked  of;  or  if  fome  perfons 
entertained  themfclves  with  it,  they  were 
not  more  earneft  about  it  than  about 
thofc  pieces  of  news,  which,  in  great  ci- 
ties, occupy  the  idîenefs  of  every  day. 
The  indifference  of  the  nation  had  com- 
municated itfeli  to  the  defenders  of  its 
rights.  They  would  even  have  been  afraid, 
perhaps,  to  gain  too  decilive  advantages 
over  countrymen,  who  had  taken  arm-S  but 
to  keep  themfelves  from  chains.  In  all  the 
monarchies  of  F.urope,  the  foldier  is  but 
an  inflrument  of  defpotifm,  and  has  its  dif- 
pofition.  He  looks  upon  himfelf  as  be- 
longing to  the  throne,  and  not  to  the  coun- 
try ;  and  a  hundred  th^oufand  armed  men, 
are  but  a  hundred  thcufand  difciplined  and 
formidable  flaves.  The  habit  even  of  exer- 
ciiing  the  empire  of  force,  that  empire  to 
which  all  gives  way,  contributes  to  extin- 
guifh  in  them  every  fpark  of  the  love  of 
liberty.      At  length,  the  military  govern- 
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ment  and  fubordination,which  moves  thou- 
fands  of  arms  by  a  fingle  voice,  which 
permits  no  afking,  nor  feeing,  nor  judging, 
nor  thinking  ;  and  at  the  firft  fignal,  makes 
it  a  law  to  kill  of  die,  compleats  the  work 
of  changing  thefe  fentiments  into  princi- 
ples, which  make  what  may  be  called  the 
morals  of  their  ftate.  It  is  not  fo  in  Eng- 
land. The  influence  of  the  conflitution^ 
is  fo  great,  that  it  extends  itfelf  even  to 
the  troops.  There,  a  man  is  a  citizen  be- 
fore iie  is  a  foldier.  Public  opinion,  con- 
forming itfelf  to  the  conflitution,  honours 
one,  and  lightly  regards  the  other,  of  thefe 
titles.  Thus  we  fee,  by  the  hiftory  of  the 
revolutions  and  tempefts  by  which  that 
turbulent  ifland  has  been  torn,  that  the 
Englifh  foldier,  tho'  enlifted  for  life,  pre- 
ferves  for  political  liberty  a  paflion,  of 
which  an  idea  is  not  eafily  to  be  formed 
in  our  countries  of  flaves. 

Howfhould  the  ardour  which  was  want- 
ing in  the  Britifh  troops  have  animated  the 
Heffians,  the  Brunfwickers,  and  the  other 
Germans  ranking  under  the  fame  banners. 
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all  equally  difcon tented  with  the  princes 
who  had  fold  them,  difcontented  with  the 
fovereign  who  had  bought  them,  difcon- 
tented with  the  nation  which  paid  their 
wages,  and  difcontented  with  their  com- 
rades, who  treated  their  mercenarinefs  with 
contempt?  Belides,  they  had  alfo.  brothers 
in  the  enemy's  camp,  to  whom  they  dread- 
ed to  give  death,  and  from  whofe  hand  a 
wound  would  have  grieved  them  with  a 
double  pain. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Engliih  army  had  been 
altered  too,  in  confequence  of  a  revolution 
intlie  manners  of  their  country,  which  had 
taken  place  about  fifteen  or  eighteen  years 
before.  The  fuccefles  of  the  lafl  war  ; 
the  extenficn  which  the  peace  had  given 
to  commerce  ;  the  great  acquifitions  made 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  :  all  thefe  means  of  for- 
tune had,  without  interruption,  accumu- 
lated in  Great  Britain  prodigious  riches. 
Thefe  riches  kindled  the  defire  of  hew  en- 
joyments. The  great  went  to  acquire 
them  in  foreign  countries,  and,  above  all, 
in  France  j  and  brought  home  the  poifon 


C    132    ] 

to  their  country.  From  the  higher  con- 
ditions, it  flowed  down  into  all  the  claiTes, 
even  to  the  lowcft.  To  a  characlier  of 
plainnefs,  fimpliclty,  rcfcrve,  and  haughti- 
ncfs,  fuccceded  a  taile  for  exterior  fhew, 
for  diilipation,  galhintry,  and  what  is  cal- 
led polite  nefs.  Travellers  who  had  for- 
merly vifited  this  ifland  fo  renowned, 
thoiisfht  themfelves  in  another  climate. 
The  contagion  had  fpread  to  the  troops. 
They  carried  with  them  to  the  new  hcmi- 
fpherc  the  paffion  which  they  had  con- 
tracled  in  the  old,  for  gaming,  for  foft  ac- 
commodation, and  good  living.  In  de- 
parting from  their  coaft,  they  fhould  have 
renounced  the  fupcrlluities  of  which  they 
were  enamoured.  This  tafte  for  luxury, 
this  ardour,  fo  much  the  more  violent  as 
it  v/as  new,  did  not  encourage  them  to 
purfuc,  into  the  interior  part  of  the  coun- 
try, an  enemy  ever  ready  to  plunge  into 
it  for  fticlter.  Ye  new  politicians  who  ad- 
vance with  fo  much  confidence  that  man- 
ners have  no  influence  on  the  fcite  of  na- 
tions, that,  with  regard  to  them,  the  mea- 
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fare  of  greatnefs  is  that  of  riches  ;  that  the 
pleafures  of  peace  and  the  voluptuoufnefs 
of  the  citizen  cannot  weaken  the  efiecl  of 
thofe  great  machines  called  armies,  and  of 
which  the  European  difcipline  has,  accord- 
ing to  your  account,  fo  perfected  the  in- 
fallible and  tremendous  operations  :  you, 
who  to  fupport  your  opinion,  muft  turn 
away  your  eyes  from  the  afhes  of  Carthage 
and  the  ruins  of  Rome,  upon  the  recital  I 
am  making  to  you,  fufpend  your  judge- 
ment, and  believe  it  poiTible  that  there 
may  be  opportunities  of  fuccefs  which  are 
loft  by  luxury.  Believe,  that,  even  to 
courageous  troops,  independence  on  wants 
,  has  been  often  the  chief  caufe  of  conqueft. 
It  is  too  eafy  perhaps  to  brave  only  death. 
For  nations  corrupted  by  opulence  a  feverer 
trial  is  referved,  that  of  fupporting  the  lofs 
of  their  pleafures. 

Add  to  all  thefe  reafons,  that  the  means 
of  war  feldom  arrived,  acrofs  fuch  a  length 
of  fea,  in  the  convenient  feafon  for  action. 
Add,  that  the  councils  of  George  the 
Third  were  wifely  determined  to  have  too 
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mircli  influence  in  military  operations  which 
were  to  be  executed  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
them  ;  and  you  will  know  the  greateft  part 
of  the  obftacles  by  which  the  ruinous  ef- 
forts of  the  mother-country  againft  the 
freedom  of  her  colonies  were  oppofed. 
jrh  the  ]3u^  i^Q^  happened  it  that  America  did 
rate  pro-  j^qj-  hcrfclf   rcpulfc  from  her  fliores  thefe 

vinccsdid  -^ 

not  fuc-    Europeans  who  were  brin2:inQ;  to  her  chains 

ceed  m  ^  <j      <^ 

driving     Qy  death  ? 

Ibe  tng- 

np  from        This  new  world  was  defended  by  reg^u- 

ihe  cofi/i-  '         *^ 

tient  of    i^j,  troops,  which  at  firft  had  been  enlifted 

Amer-.cs.  *     ^ 

but  for  three  or  fix  months,  and  afterwards 
for  three  years,  or  as  long  as  hoftilities 
might  continue.  It  was  defended  by  citi- 
zens who  took  the  field  only  when  their 
particular  province  was  invaded  or  me- 
naced. Neither  this  army  always  on  foot, 
nor  this  militia  cafually  alTembled,  had  a 
military  turn.  They  were  farmers,  traders, 
lawyers,  exercifed  only  in  the  arts  of  peace, 
and  conducted  to  danger  by  guides  as  lit- 
tle verfed  as  their  fubalterns  in  the  very 
complicated  fcience  of  war.  In  this  ftate 
of  things,  what  hope  could  they  have  of 
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meafurlng  themfelves  with  advantage  a- 
gainft  veterans  in  difcipline,  formed  to  evo- 
lutions, inftrucled  in  taclics,  and  abundant- 
ly provided  with  all  the  inftruments  necef- 
fary  to  a  vigorous  attack,  to  an  obfiinate 
defence  ? 

Enthuiiafm  alone  might  have  furmount- 
ed  thefe  difficulties  :  but  did  there  in  rea- 
lity exill  more  enthuiiafm  in  the  colonies 
than  in  the  mother-country  ? 

The  general  opinion  in  England,  was, 
that  the  parliament  had  effentially  the  right 
of  taxing  every  country  which  made  a  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire.  Perhaps,  in  the  be^ 
ginning  of  the  troubles,  not  a  hundred  in- 
dividuals were  to  be  found  who  would 
have  called  this  authority  in  queftion.  Yet 
no  anger  was  excited  by  the  refufal  of  the 
Americans  to  acknowledge  it.  No  hatred 
was  borne  towards  them,  even  after  they 
had  taken  arms  in  fupport  of  their  preten- 
iions.  As  the  labours  of  the  people  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  kingdom  w^ere  not  af- 
fected by  it,  as  the  ftorm  murmured  but 
at  diftance,  every  one  was  peaceably  occu- 
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pied  with  his  bufinefs,  or  gave  himfelf  up 
without  difturbance  to  his  pleafures.  They 
all  waited  for  the  conclufion  of  the  drama 
without  impatience,  as  if  already  certain 
of  what  was  to  be  exhibited  in  the  unra- 
velling of  the  plot. 

The  ferment  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have 
fliewn  itfelf  at  firft  much  greater  in  the 
new  hemifphere  than  the  old.  Is  ever  the 
odious  name  of  tyranny,  or  the  grateful 
found  of  independence,  pronounced  to  na- 
tions without  communicating  to  them  that 
warmth  which  produces  motion  ?  But  did 
that  warmth  fuftain  itfelf  ?  Had  the  firft 
vehemence  of  imagination  lafted,  muft  not 
the  reprefling  of  exceftes  have  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  new  authority  ?  But  fo 
far  from  having  caufe  to  withhold  courage, 
it  had  cowardice  to  purfue.  It  was  feen 
to  punifli  defertion  with  death,  ftaining 
the  ftandard  of  liberty  with  blood.  It 
was  feen  to  refufe  admitting  of  an  ex- 
change of  prifoners,  for  fear  of  augment- 
ing the  inclination  of  the  troops  to  fur- 
render  at  the  fii'ft  fummons.     It  was  feen 
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reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  erecting  tribu- 
nals for  the  profecution  of  the  generals  or 
their  lieutenants  who  iliould  too  eafily  give 
up  the  pofts  which  their  vigilance  was  to 
guard.  It  is  true,  that  a  hoary  patriot,  of 
fourfcore  years,  who  was  defired  to  return 
to  his  fire  fide,  cried  out,  My  death  will  he 
ofufe;  I  fnall  Jhield  with  my  body  a  younger 
man.  It  i^  true,  that  Putnam  faid  to  a 
royalifl  his  prifoner,  Return  to  thy  coni^ 
mander^  and  if  he  aj?is  thee  how  many  troops 
1  have^  tell  him  that  I  have  enough  ;  that, 
even  if  he  fhould  beat  them^  I  fhould  have 
Jiill  enough  ;  and  that  he  will  fnd^  in  the 
event,  that  I  have  too  many  for  him  and  for 
the  tyrants  whom  he  ferves.  Thefe  fenti- 
ments  were  heroic,  but  they  were  rare  ; 
and  they  became  lefs  common  every  day. 
The  intoxication  was  never  general  ; 
and  it  could  be  but  momentaneous.  None 
of  thofe  energetic  caufes,  which  have  pro- 
duced fo  many  revolutions  upon  the  globe, 
exifted  in  North  America.  Neither  reli- 
gion nor  laws  had  there  been  outraged. 
The  blood  of  martyrs  or  patriots  had  not 

N3 
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there  ftreamed  from  fcafFolds.    Morals  had 
not  been  there  infulted.   Manners, cuftoms, 
habits,  no  objed  dear  to  nations  had  there 
been  the    fport    of    ridicule.      Arbitrary- 
power  had  not  there  torn  any  inhabitant 
from  the  arms  of  his  family  and  his  friends, 
to  drag  him  to  a  dreary  dungeon.      Public 
order  had  not  been  there  inverted.      The 
principles  of  adminiftration  had  not  been 
changed  there  ;   and  the  maxims  of  go- 
vernment had  there  always  remained  the 
fame.      The  whole  quellion  was  reduced 
to  the  knowing  whether  the  mother  coun- 
try had,  or  had  not,  the  right  to  lay  direct- 
ly, or  indircclly,  a  flight  tax  upon  the  colo- 
nies :   for  the  accumulated  grievances  in 
the  manifefto  were  valid  only  in   confe- 
quence  of  this  leading  grievance.      This, 
almoft  metaphyfical  queflion,  was  fcarcely 
of  fufficient  importance  to  caufe  the  mul- 
titude to  rife,  or  at  leaft  to  intereil  them 
llrongly  in   a  quarrel  for  which  they  favv 
their  land  deprived  of  the  hands  deftined 
to  its  cultivation,  their  harvefts  laid  wafte, 
their  fields  covered  with  the   dead  bodies 
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of  their  kindred,  or  ftained  with  their  owii 
blood.  To  thefe  calamities,  the  work  of 
the  royal  troops  upon  the  coaft,  v/ere  foon 
added  more  infupportable  ones  in  the  heart 
of  the  country. 

Never  had  the  reftleflnefs  of  the  courts 
of  London  and  Verfailles  difturbed  the 
tranquillity  of  North  America  but  both 
thefe  powers  brought  fome  of  the  migra- 
tory clans  in  this  part  of  the  nev/  hemi- 
fphere  to  partake  in  their  fanguinary  ftrife. 
Inftructed  by  experience  in  the  weight 
which  thefe  hordes  could  add  to  the  fcale, 
the  Englilh  and  the  colonifts  were  equally 
refolved  to  employ  them  for  their  mutuai 
deftruâ:ion. 

Carleton  tried,  firft,  to  arm  thefe  barba- 
rous hands  in  Canada.  "  It  is  the  dif- 
"  pute,"  faid  they  in  anfwer  to  his  folici- 
tations,  "  of  a  father  with  his  children  ; 
"  we  do  not  think  it  right  for  us  to  enter 
"  into  this  domeftic  fquabble." — "  But 
"  if  the  rebels  fliould  come  to  attack  this 
"  province,  would  not  you  help  us  to 
"  drive  them  back?" — ''  Ever  fince  the 
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'*  peace  the  hatchet  of  war  has  been  bu* 
*'  ried  forty  fathoms  deep.*'—"  You  would 
"  certainly  find  it,  if  you  were  to  dig  for 
"  it." — "  The  helve  of  it  is  rotten,  and 
"  we  cannot  make  any  ufe  of  it/' 

The  United  States  were  not  more  for- 
tunate. ''  We  have  heard  talk  of  fome 
"  differences  that  have  happened  between 
Old  and  New  England  (faid  the  tribe 
of  the  Oneidas  to  their  deputies)  but 
we  fhall  never  tî:ke  a  part  in  fuch  atro-- 
*•  cious  divifions.  War  between  brethren 
"  is  a  flrange  and  a  new  thing  in  thefe  re- 
^'  gions.  Our  traditions  have  left  us  no 
example  of  this  nature.  Supprefs  your 
mad  hatred  ;  and  may  a  benevolent  fun 
difperfe  the  black  vapour  in  which  you 
*'  are  involved  !" 

The  Mafphies  alone  feemed  to  interefl 
themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  the  Americans. 
There,  (faid  thefe  good  favages  to  them) 
there's  fixteen  fhillings  for  you.  'Tis 
all  that  we  have.  We  thought  to  have 
bought  fome  rum  with  it  ;  we'll  drink 
water.     We'll  go  a  hunting.—If  any 
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"  beafts  fall  by  our  arrows,  we'll  fell  their 
*'  ildns,  and  bring  you  the  money." 

But  in  time,  the  very  adive  agents  of 
Great-Britain,  by  means  of  immenfe  pre- 
fents,  fucceeded  in  conciliating  to  it  many 
nations  of  thefe  aborigines.  Its  interefts 
were  preferred  to  thofe  of  its  enemies, 
as  well  becaufe  the  remoter  diflance  had 
prevented  the  favages  from  having  re- 
ceived fo  many  outrages  from  it  as  from 
their  proud  neighbours,  as  becaufe  it  could 
and  would  better  pay  the  fervices  which 
might  be  rendered  to  its  caufe.  Under  its 
banners,  thefe  allies,  whofe  charaéleriftic 
fiercenefs  knew  no  reflraint,  did  a  hundred 
times  more  damage  to  the  colonifts  fettled 
near  the  mountains,  than  had  been  fufFered 
from  the  royal  troops,  by  thofe  of  their 
fellow  citizens  whom  a  happier  defliny  had 
fixed  upon  the  confines  of  the  ocean. 

Thefe  calamities  attacked  but  a  more  or 
lefs  confiderable  number  of  the  members 
of  the  United  States,  who  foon  after  were 
all,  colleâ:ively,  afflicled  by  an  inward 
hurt» 
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The  metals,  which  throughout  the' 
whole  globe,  reprefent  all  the  objeds  of 
commerce,  had,  in  this  part  of  the  new- 
world,  never  been  abundant.  The  fmall 
quantity  of  them  which  had  been  feen 
there,  difappeared  even  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities.  To  thefe  figns,  uni- 
verfally  agreed  upon,  were  fubflituted  figns 
peculiar  to  thefe  provinces.  Paper  re- 
placed filver  and  gold.  In  order  to  give 
fome  dignity  to  the  new  pledge,  it  was 
adorned,  with  emblems,  which  might  con- 
tinually remind  the  people  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  undertaking,  of  the  ineftim- 
able  price  of  liberty,  and  of  the  neceflity 
of  a  perfeverance  fuperior  to  all  fufferings. 
The  artifice  did  not  fucceed.  Thefe  ideal 
riches  were  rejected.  The  more  the  mul- 
tiplication of  them  was  urged  by  want,  the 
greater  did  their  depreciation  grow.  The 
congrefs  was  indignant  at  the  affronts  given 
toits  money,  and  declared  all  thofetobe  trai- 
tors to  their  country  who  fliould  not  receive 
it  as  they  would  have  received  gold  itfelf. 

Did  not  this  body  know,  that  prepof- 
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feiTioRS  ^re  no  more  to  be  controuled  than 
feelings  are  ?  Did  it  not  perceive,  that  in 
the  prefent  criiis  every  rational  man  would 
be  afraid  of  expofmg  his  fortune  ?  Did  it 
not  fee,  that  at  the  beginning  of  a  republic 
it  permitted  to  itfelf  the  exercife  of  fuch 
acls  of  defpotifm  as  are  unknown  even  in 
the  countries  which  are  moulded  to,  and 
become  familiar  with,  fervitude  and  op- 
prefiion  ?  Could  it  pretend  that  it  did  not 
punifh  a  want  of  confidence  with  the  pains 
which  would  have  been  fcarcely  merited  by 
revolt  and  treafon  ?  Of  all  this  was  the 
consfrefs  well  aware.  But  it  had  no  choice 
of  means.  It's  defpifed  and  defpicable  fcraps 
of  paper  were  actually  thirty  times  below 
their  original  value,  when  more  of  them 
were  ordered  to  be  made.  On  the  13th 
of  September,  1779,  there  was  of  this  pa- 
per money,  amongft  the  public,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  ^T  35,544,155.  rhe  ftate  owed 
moreover  /  8,385,356,  without  reckoning 
the  particular  debts  of  (ingle  provinces.  * 

*  What  the  amount  of  the  American  paper-curren- 
cy now  is,  we  cannot  tell,  but,  if  accounts  from  New- 
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The  people  had  no  amends  for  this  do- 
meftic  fcourge,  as  it  might  be  called,  by  an 
eafy  communication  with  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  world.  Great  Britain  had  inter- 
cepted their  navigation  v/ith  Europe,  with 
the  Weil  Indies,  with  all  the  latitudes  which 
their  veiïels  covered.  Then,  they  faid  to 
the  univerfe,  "  It  is  the  Englifli  name 
"  which  makes  us  odious  ;  we  folemnly 
*'  abjure  it.  All  men  are  our  brethren. 
*'  We  are  the  friends  of  all  nations.  Every 
*'  flag  may,  without  fear  of  infult,  fhew  it- 
*'  felf  upon  our  coafts,  frequent  our  ports.^' 
An  invitation,  fo  feducing  in  appearance, 
was  not  complied  with,    Thofe  dates  which 

York  be  credited,  it  has  long  fince  more  than  doubled 
this  fum,  while  we  are  afTured  by  the  Refugees,  that 
it-  is  in  fuch  difrepute,  that  150  paper  dollars  may  be 
had,  nay,  fome  of  their  accounts  fay,  that  11 00  have 
been  given  for  one  filver  one.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  muft  cor.Hder,  tliat  there  never  was  fo  much  fpecie 
in  America  as  at  prefent  ;  the  immenfe  fums  fpenC  by 
the  Britlfli  and  French  armies  ;  the  great  loans  pro- 
cured by  Congrcfs  from  the  fubjcfts  of  Holland, 
France  and  Spain,  muft  have  greatly  encreafcd  the 
hard  money  of  America  ;  though  thofc  into  whofe 
pofTcfiion  this  money  comes,  will  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  it  till  a  pacific  fyftem  takes  place. 

■9 
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are  truly  commercial  ones,  knowing  that: 
North  America  had  been  reduced  to  con- 
tract debts  at  the  epoch  even  of  her  great- 
eil  profperity,  thought  wifely  that  in  her 
prefent  diftrefs  fhe  would  be  able  to  pay  but 
very  little  for  what  might  be  carried  to  her. 
The  French  alone,  who  dare  every  thing, 
dared  to  brave  the  inconveniences  of  this 
new  connexion.  But  by  the  judicious  vi- 
gilance of  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  fliips  which  they  fent  out 
were  taken  before  they  arrived  at  the 
places  of  their  deftination,  and  the  others 
at  their  departure  from  the  American 
coafts.  Of  many  hundreds  of  veiTels 
v/hich  failed  from  France,  but  twenty-five 
or  thirtv  returned  back  to  it,  and  even 
thofe  brought  no  profit,  or  vçry  little,  to 
their  owners. 

A  multitude  of  privations,  added  to  fo 
many  other  misfortunes,  might  make  the 
Americans  regret  their  former  tranquillity, 
and  incline  them  to  an  accommodation 
with  England.  In  vain  had  the  people 
been  bound  to  the  new  government  by 
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the  facrednefs  of  oaths  and  the  influence 
of  religion.  In  vain  had  endeavours  been 
ufed  to  convince  them  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  treat  fafely  with  a  country  in  which 
one  parliament  might  overturn  what  fliould 
have  been  eftablilhed  by  another.  In  vain 
had  they  been  threatened  with  the  eternal 
refentment  of  an  exafperated  and  vindi(5live 
enemy.  It  was  poflible  that  thefe  diftant 
troubles  might  not  be  balanced  by  the 
weight  of  prefent  evils. 

So  thought  the  Britifli  miniftry,  when 
they  fent  to  the  New  world  public  agents, 
authorized  to  offer  every  thing  except  in- 
dependence to  thefe  very  Americans,  from 
whom  they  had  two  years  before  exacted 
an  unconditional  fubmiffion.  It  is  not  im- 
probable but  that  by  this  plan  of  concili- 
ation, a  few  months  fooner,  fome  effed 
might  have  been  produced.  But  at  the 
period  at  which  it  was  propofed  by  the 
Court  of  London,  it  was  rejeéled  with 
difdain,  becaufe  this  meafure  appeared  but 
as  an  argument  of  fear  and  weaknefs. 
The  people  were  already  re-affured.     The 
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congrefs,  the  generals,  the  troops,  the  bold 
and  fkilful  men  who  in  each  colony  had 
poiiefled  themfelves  of  the  authority  ;  e- 
very  thing  had  recovered  its  firft  fpirit. 
This  was  the  effecl:  of  a  treaty  of  friend- 
Ihip  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Court  of  Verfaillies,  figned 
the  6th  of  February,  1778  *. 

O  2 

*  "  The  Mod  Chriftian  King,  and  the  United  States 
**  of  North- America,  to  wit,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTa- 
**  chufett*s-Bay,  Rhode  lifland,  Connc6licut,  New- 
*'  Jerfcy,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi- 
•*  nia,  North-Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
**  having  this  day  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
•*  Commerce,  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their 
*<  fubjefts  and  citizens,  have  thought  it  ncceffary  to 
•*  take  into  confideratioa  the  means  of  ftrengthening 
*'  thofe  engagements,  and  rendering  them  ufeful  to 
'*  the  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  two  Parties  ;  par- 
**  ticularly  in  cafe  Great  Britain,  in  refentment  of  that 
**  connexion,  and  of  the  good  correfpondence  which  is 
**  the  objeâ:  of  the  faid  treaty,  fliould  break  the  Peace 
**  with  France,  either  by  diredl  hoililities,  or  by  hin- 
"  dcring  her  commerce  and  navigation,  in  a  manner 
*'  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations,  and  the  peace 
**  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns — And  his  Ma- 
**  jefty  and  the  faid  United  States  having  refolved  in 
**  that  cafe  to  join  their  councils  and  efforts  againft 
^  the  enterprizes  of  their  common  enemy, 
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Franct  jf  ^he  Bi itifli  miniftiv  had  reflecled  up- 

'^ndeTer-  ^^  ^*"'  ^^^^  would  liavc  Comprehended  that 
ihT-oJt  ^^^  f^nie  deUrium  which  was  drawing  them 
eàstatei.  ^q  attack  their  colonies  was  reducing  them 

Tl):S?ncJ  O 

/urcocca-  to  the   necefTitv  of  declaring:  war  in   the 

jtons  the  '  o 

lh^ee>uhis  ^^^^  inftant  againft  France.  Then  pre- 
^«7/L/  vailed  in  the  councils  of  this  crown  the 
kni"^'  circumfpeélion  which  muft  always  be  in- 


"  The  refpedtlve  plenipotentiaries,  impowcred  to 
**  concert  the  claufea  and  conditions  proper  to  fulfil 
**  the  faid  intentions,  have,  after  the  moft  mature  deli- 
**  beration,  concluded  and  determined  on  the  follow- 
'*  ing  articles  ; 

Art.  I.  "  If  war  fliould  break  out  betweca  France 
'*  and  Great  Britain  during  tlie  continuance  of  the 
"  prefent  war  between  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
'*  land,  his  Majefty  and  the  faid  United  States  (hall 
"  make  it  a  common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other  mutU' 
'*  ally  with  their  good  offices,  their  councils,  and 
"  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigency  of  conjunc- 
**  tares,  as  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies. 

II.  '*  The  effential  and  direcfl  end  of  the  prefent 
«*  defenfive  alliance  is,  to  maintain  effedually  the  li- 
"  berty,  fovereignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and 
♦«  unlimited,  of  the  faid  United  States,  as  well  ia 
"  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce. 

III.  "  The  two  contradling  parties  fliall  each  on 
^*  its  own  part,  and  in  the  manner  it  may  judge  mod 
«*  proper,  make   all  the  efforts  ia   its   power  againd 
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fpired  by  a  new  reign.     Then  the  finances 
were  ftill  in  the  confufion  into  which  they 

"  their  common  enemy,   in   order   to   attain  the  end 
**  propofed. 

IV.  *'  The  contrafting  parties  agree,  that  in  cafs 
**  either  of  them  fhould  form  any  particular  entcr- 
•«  prize  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  other  may  b-; 
**  defired,  the  party  whofe  concurrence  is  deflred  fhall 
^*  readily,  and  with  good  faith,  join  to  adl  in  concert 
*'  for  that  purpofe,  as  far  as  circumftances  and  its 
**  own  particular  fituation  will  permit  ;  and  in  that 
**  cafe  they  fhall  regulate,  by  a  particular  convention, 
**  the  quantity  and  kind  of  fuccour  to  be  furniflied, 
**  and  the  time  and  manner  of  its  being  brought  into 
*<  aftion,  as  well  as  the  advantages  which  are  to  be 
**  its  compenfation. 

V.  «  If  the  United  States  fhould  think  fit  to  at- 
'*  tempt  the  reduction  of  the  Britiih  power  remaining 
**  in  the  Northern  parts  of  America,  or  the  illands  of 
*'  Bermudas,  thofe  countries  or  iflands,  in  cafe  of  fuc- 
**  cefs,  fhall  be  confederated  with,  or  dependent  upos, 
«  the  faid  United  States. 

VI.  **  The  Mcft  Chriflian  King  renounces  for  ever 
"  the  pofTeflion  of  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as 
**  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  North  America, 
*<  which,  before  the  treaty  of  Paris  1763,  or  in  vir- 
"  tue  of  that  treaty,  were  acknowledged  to  belong  to 
"  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United 
'*  States,  heretofore  called  Britifh  Colonies,  or  which 
*'  are  at  this  ♦"ime,  or  have  lately  been,  under  the 
**  power  of  the  King  and  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 
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had  been  plunged  by  a  madnefs  of  twenty 
years.     Then  the  decayed  condition  of  the 

VII.  "  If  his  Moft  Chrlftîan  Majefty  fhall  think 
<*  proper  to  attack  any  of  the  iflands  fituated  in  the 
*«  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  near  that  Gulf,  which  are,  at 
<*  prefent,  under  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  all  the 
"  faid  ifles,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fhall  appertain  to  the 
**  Crown  of  France. 

VIII.  '*  Neither  of  the  two  parties  (hall  conclude 
**  either  truce  or  peace  wiLh  Great  Britain,  without 
**  the  formal  confent  of  the  other  firft  obtained  j  and 
*<  they  mutually  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
***  until  the  independence  of  the  Uniteci  States  fhall 
**  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  affured  by  the  treaty 
**  or  treaties  that  fhall  terminate  the  war, 

IX.  *'  The  contradling  parties  declare  that,  being 
**  refolved  to  fulfil,  each  on  its  own  part,  the  claufes 
"  and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance, 
**  according  to  its  own  power  and  circumftances,  there 
**  fhall  be  no  after- claims  of  compenfation,  on  one 
"  fide  or  the  other,  whatever  may  be  the  event  of 
**  the  war.. 

X.  "  The  Moft  Chriflian  King  and  the  United 
**  States  agree,  to  invite  or  admit  other  powers,  who 
*'  may  have  received  injuries  from  England,  to  make 
*'  a  common  caufe  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  thjC 
•*  prefent  alliance,  under  fuch  conditions  as  fhall  be 
**  freely  agreed  to,  and  fettled  between  all  the  parties. 

XT.  "  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually  from 
**  the  prefent  time,  and  for  ever,  againfl  all  other 
**  powers,  to  wit — The  United  States  to  his  Mofl 
«*  Chriflian   Majefty   the    prefent    pofTefïions    of  the 
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navy  was  fuch  as  filled  every  citizen  with 
difquiet.       Then  Spain,  already   fatigued 

**  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  thofe 
"  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of  peaces 
**  and  his  Moft  Chriftlan  Majefty  guarantees,  on  his 
**  part  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty,  fovereign- 
**  ty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  as 
**  well  in  matters  of  government  as  commerce,  and 
*'  alfo  their  pofleffions,  and  the  additions  or  conqueils 
**  that  their  confederation  may  obtain  during  the  war, 
**  from  any  of  the  Dominions,  now  or  heretofore 
"  poffeffed  by  Great  Britain  in  North  America,  con- 
*'  formable  to  the  fifth  and  fixth  articles  above  writ- 
"  ten,  the  whole  as  their  pofTeffions  (hall  be  fixed  and 
"  affured  to  the  faid  States  at  the  moment  of  the  ce£- 
**  fation  of  their  prefcnt  war  with  England. 

XII.  **  In  order  to  fix  more  precifely  the  fenfe 
*•  and  application  of  the  preceding  article,  the  con- 
*'  -trafting  parties  declare,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 
**  between  France  and  England,  the  reciprocal  gua- 
**  rante,e  declared  in  the  faid  article  fhall  have  its  full 
*'  force  and  effeél  the  moment  fuch  war  fhall  break 
"  out  ;  and  if  fuch  rupture  fhall  not  take  place,  the 
**  mutual  obligations  of  the  faid  guarantees  fhall  not 
**  commence  until  the  moment  of  the  ceffation  of  the 
**  prefent  war  between  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
**  land  fhall  have  afcertained  their  pofTeflions. 

XIII.  "  The  prefent  treaty  fhall  be  ratified  on 
*'  both  fides,  and  the  ratifications  fhall  be  exchanged 
<*  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poflible. 
<*   In  faith  whereof,  <àc. 
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with  her  extravagant  expedition  of  Al- 
giers, found  herfelf  in  embarraffments 
which  would  not  have  permitted  her  to 
run  to  the  fuccour  of  her  ally.  And  then 
might  England,  without  raihnefs,  have 
promifed  herfelf  fuccefs  againft  the  mod 
powerful  of  her  enemies,  and  to  intimidate 
America  by  victories  gained  or  conquefts 
made  near  home.  The  importance  that 
it  was  of,  for  this  crown  to  take  away  from 
its  rebellious  fubjeds  the  only  fupport  of 
which  they  might  be  alTured,  would  have 
diminilhed  the  indignation  infpired  by  a 
violation  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 

George  the  Third  faw  nothing  of  all 
this.  The  obfcure  fuccours  which  the 
Court  of  Verfailles  fent  to  the  provinces 
armed  for  the  defence  of  their  rights,  did 
not  open  his  eyes.  The  dock-yards  of 
France  were  filling  with  fhipwrights.  Her 
arfenals  were  filling  with  artillery.  Scarce- 
ly was  there  room  remaining  in  her  maga- 
zines for  more  naval  flores.  Her  ports 
prefented  the  moft  menacing  appearance; 
and  this  ftrange  blindncfs  ftill  continued. 
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To  awaken  the  Court  of  St.  James's  from 
its  lethargy,  it  was  neceflary  that  Lewis 
the  Sixteenth  fliould  fignify  to  it,  on  the 
14th  of  March,  that  he  had  acknowledged 
the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Tlris  lignification  was  a  declaration  of 
war.  It  was  impolïible  that  a  nation, 
more  accuftomed  to  give  provocation  than 
receive  it,  could  patiently  look  on,  whilil 
another  nation  was  loofening  its  fubje^ls 
from  their  bonds  of  allegiance,  and  railing 
them  up  with  much  parade  to  the  rank  of 
fovereign  powers.  All  Europe  forefaw 
that  two  ftates,  in  rivalfliip  for  ages,  were 
about  to  tinge  the  waters  of  the  ocean 
with  their  blood,  and  again  play  that  dread- 
ful game,  in  which  public  profperities  will 
never  compenfate  for  particular  difafters. 
They  in  whom  ambition  had  not  extin- 
guiihed  all  benevolence  for  their  fellow- 
creatures,  deplored  beforehand  the  calami- 
ties, which,  in  either  hemifphere,  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  the  human  race. 

The  bloody  fcene,  notwithdanding,  did 
not  open  yet  ;  and  this  delay  gave  credu- 


lity  a  ground  of  hope,  that  peace  would 
ftill  continue.  It  was  not  known  that  a 
fleet,  which  had  failed  from  Toulon,  was 
commiflioned  to  attack  the  Englifh  in 
North  America.  It  was  not  known  that 
orders  had  been  difpatched  from  London 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 
Without  being  initiated  in  thofe  myfteries 
of  perfidy,  which  infidious  politics  are  ar- 
rived at  regarding  as  great  ftrokes  of  ftate, 
judicious  men  fuppofed  that  hoftilities  muft 
be  inevitable,  and  on  the  point  of  taking 
place,  even  in  our  ocean.  This  events 
which  had  been  forfeen,  v/as  brought  on 
by  the  fight  of  two  frigates,  on  the  17  th 
of  June,  1778. 

Here  our  talk  becomes  more  and  more 
difficult.  Our  fole  objed:  is  to  be  ufeful, 
and  to  be  true.  Far  be  from  us  that  fpirit 
of  party  which  blinds  and  degrades  thofe 
who  are  the  condudors,  and  thofe  who 
afpire  to  be  the  inflru6lors,  of  mankind. 
Our  wifh  is  for  our  country  ;  our  homage 
is  to  juftice.  We  honour  virtue,  in  what- 
ever place,  in  whatever  form,  flie  is  feen  : 
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the  diftinclions  of  condition  and  of  nation 
cannot  eftrange  us  from  her  ;  and  the  man 
who  is  juft  and  magnanimous  is  our  coun- 
tryman over  all  the  world,  if  in  the  dif- 
ferent events  which  pafs  under  our  eyes,  we 
blame  with  boldnefs  what  appears  to  us 
blame-worthy,  we  feek  not  the  vain  and 
forry  pleafure  of  calling  indifcreet  reproach. 
But  we  are  fpeaking  to  nations  and  to  pof- 
terity.  We  ought  faithfully  to  tranfmit  to 
them  what  may  be  influential  on  the  public 
good.  We  ought  to  give  them  the  hiftory 
of  errors,  to  teach  them,  how  they  may  be 
fhunned.  Sould  we  dare  to  be  traiteroufly 
wanting  to  fo  great  a  duty,  we  might,  per- 
haps, flatter  the  generation  which  palTeth 
away  ;  but  truth  and  juflice,  which  are 
eternal,  would  impeach  us  to  future  gene- 
rations, who  would  read  us  with  contempt, 
and  pronounce  not  our  name  but  with  dif- 
dain.  In  this  long  career  we  fliall  be  jufl 
to  thofe  who  ftill  exift,  as  we  have  been  to 
thofe  who  exift  no  more.  If,  amongft  the 
men  of  power,  there  are  any  who  are  of- 
fended at  this  freedom,  let  us  not  fear  to 
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lell  them,  that  we  are  but  the  organ  of  a 
fupreme  tribunal,  which  reafon  is  creeling 
upon  a  bafis  that  cannot  be  fhaken.  There 
is  no  longer  a  government  in  Europe  but 
fliould  {land  in  fear  of  its  determinations. 
Public  opinion,  which  is  becoming  mort^ 
and  more  informed,  and  which  nothing  has 
pov/er  to  arreil  or  awe,  has  its  eyes  open 
upon  nations  and  their  courts.  It  pene- 
trates into  the  cabinets  where  policy  would 
lie  hid.  There  it  judges  the  depoiitaries 
of  power,  their  weakneiTes  and  their  paf- 
fions  ;  and,  by  the  empire  of  genius  and 
knowledge,  raifes  itfelf,  on  all  fides,  above 
the  minifters  of  kings,  to  incite  or  to  reflrain 
them.  Woe  to  them  who  defpife  or  brave 
it  1  This  feeming  courage  is  weaknefs  in 
reality.  Woe  to  them  whofe  talents  can- 
not arm  them  with  a  confidence  to  fuftain 
its  look  !  Let  fuch,  that  they  may  once  do  , 
juftice,  at  leall  to  themfelves,  lay  down 
the  burden  too  heavy  for  their  feeble 
fhoulders.  They  will  ceafe  to  expofe 
themfelves  and  the  nations  they  pretend 
to  ferve. 
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France  began  the  war  with  invaluable 
advantages.  The  time,  the  place,  the  cir- 
cumdances  ;  fne  had  chofen  all.  It  was 
not  till  after  flie  had,  at  leifure,  made  her 
preparations,  till  after  flie  had  incrcafed 
her  pov/cr  to  the  proper  pitch,  that  me 
fliewed  herfelf  upon  the  field  of  battle.  She 
had  to  combat  but  an  enemy  who  w^as 
humbled,  weakened,  and  difcouraged  by 
domeftic  feuds.  The  wifhes  of  other  na- 
tions were  with  her,  againfl  thofe  imperi- 
ous mafters,  or,  as  they  wer^  called,  thofe 
tyrants  of  the  ocean. 

Events  feemed  to  correfpond  to  the  de- 
fire  of  Europe.  The  French  officers,  wha 
had  old  humiliations  to  w^ipe  away,  per- 
formed brilliant  actions,  the  remembrance 
of  which  will  be  of  long  duration.  Great 
theoretic  knowledge,  and  unfhaken  cou- 
rage, fupplied  what  might  be  wanting  in 
them  from  practice  and  experience.  All 
the  fmgle  engagements,  of  fhip  to  fliip, 
did  them  the  higheft  honour,  and  mofl  of 
them  terminated  to  their  advantage.  The 
Brilifli  fleet  ran  ftill  ojreater  dansjer  than  the 
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ifolated  veiîeîs.  It  was  fo  roughly  treated 
as  to  have  caufe  to  fear  being  wholly  or 
partially  deftroyed  ;  had  not  the  French 
fleet,  by  which  it  was  reduced,  off  Ufliant, 
to  this  almoft  defpairing  flate,  been  def- 
tined,  from  timid  orders,  from  odious 
intrirrues,  from  the  weakneffes  of  its  ad- 
mirais,  or  from  all  thefe  motives  together, 
to  quit  the  fea  and  be  the  firft  to  make  for 
port. 

In  the  intoxication  of  this,  perhaps, 
unexpected  fliccefs,  France  feemed  to  lofe 
fight  of  her  deareft  intereft.  Her  princi- 
pal objCifi:  fiiould  have  been  to  intercept  the 
'commerce  of  her  enemies,  cutting  the 
double  nerve  of  their  ilrength,  their  fea- 
men  and  their  wealth,  and  to  fap,  at  once, 
the  two  foundations  of  Englifh  greatnefs. 
Nothing  was  more  eafy  for  a  power  pre- 
pared a  long  v/hile  for  hoflilities,  than  to 
intercept  fleets  of  merchantmen,  quite  un- 
prepared, and  very  feebly  convoyed.  This 
was  not  done.  The  immenfe  riches  ex- 
peeled  by  Great  Britain,  from  all  parts  of 
the  globC;  entered  peaceably  into  her  har- 
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bours,  without  fufFering  the  fmalleil  dimi- 
nution. 

The  commerce  of  France,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  harralTed  in  both  the  hemi- 
fpheres,  and  every  where  intercepted.  Her 
colonies  faw  ravifhed  from  them,  on  their 
very  coafts,  fubfiftences,  to  welcome  which 
they  were  reaching  out  their  arms  with 
all  the  eagernefsof  want;  whilil  the  mother 
country  was  deprived  of  four  millions  fter- 
îing,  arrived  almoft  in  her  fight.  This  re- 
verfe  was  not  without  a  caufe.  Let  us  en- 
deavour to  difcover  it. 

The  French  navy  had  been  a  long  time 
unfuccefsful  ;  and  it  was  to  the  vice  of  its 
conftitution  that  fo  many  misfortunes  had 
been  afcribed.  Many  attempts  had  been 
made  to  modify  or  change  the  regulations 
of  it  ;  but  thefe  innovations,  good  or  bad, 
were  always  repelled  with  a  more  or  lefs 
ftrongly  marked  difdain.  At  length  its 
admirals  dictated  themfelves,  in  1776,  a 
difpofition,  which  rendering  them  abfolute 
matters  of  the  roads  or  anchoring-places, 
of  the  arfenals,   of  the  dock-yards,    and 
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the  magazines,  deftroyed  that  mutual  in- 
fpeclorfliip,  which  Lewis  the  Fourteenth 
thought  it  WMs  right  he  fliould  eftabiifli 
between  the  military  oflicers  and  thofe  of 
the  adminiftration.  From  that  time  there 
was  no  longer  any  relponfibility,  regula- 
tion, or  œconomy  in  the  ports.  Every 
thing  there  fell  into  diforder  and  confuiion. 
The  new  plan  had  an  influence  that  was 
ftill  more  unhappy.  Till  this  period  it 
was  the  miniftry  v/ho  had  directed  the  na.- 
val  operations  towards  the  end  aimed  at 
by  their  politics.  This  authority  paiTed, 
perhaps,  almoft  without  being  perceived, 
to  thofe  w4io  were  to  execute  thefe  opera- 
tions, which  took  inCenfibly  a  tincture  from 
their  prejudices.  Thefe  prejudices  inclined 
them  to  think,  that  it  was  not  in  heavily 
and  laborioully  convoyingthe  ihips  of  their 
nation,  or  in  remaining  out  upon  difficult 
cruizes,  to  furprize  or  deftroy  thofe  of  the 
enemy's  nation,  that  fame  was  to  be  ac- 
quired. This  double  duty,  therefore,  was 
entirely  neglected,  or  very  ill  performed^ 
in  confequence  of  the  opinion  common  at 
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Breft,  that  fuch  a  fervice  had  nothing 
noble  in  it,  and  led  not  to  any  kind  of 
glory. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  this  prejudice 
is  a  very  odd  one,  and  quite  contrary  to 
all  the  laws  of  fociety.  What  can  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  have  been  the  dehgn  of  ftates  in 
inftituting  this  military  force  deftined  to 
fcour  thç  feas  ?  Was  it  only  to  procure 
promotions  for  thofe  who  command  or 
ferve  ?  Only  to  give  them  opportunities  of 
exercifinga  valour  ufelefs  to  every  body  but 
themfelves  ?  Only  to  ftain  red  another  ele- 
ment with  bloody  battles  ?  No,  undoubt- 
edly. Fleets  cf  war  upon  the  ocean,  are 
what  fortreiles  and  ramparts  are  for  inha- 
bitants of  cities  ;  what  the  national  armies 
are  for  provinces  expofed  to  incuriions  cf 
the  foe.  There  are  fome  forts  of  property 
attached  to  the  foil^  there  are  others  which 
are  created,  tranfported  by  commerce,  and, 
as  they  may  be  called,  wandering  on  the 
ocean.  Both  thefe  forts  of  property  Vv^ant 
defenders.  W^arriors,  that  is  your  func- 
tion.  What  would  be  faid,  if  the  land  forces 
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fliould  rcfufc    to    protecl  the   inhabitants 
of  cities,  the  cultivators  of  fields,   and  to 
drive  back  the  fire  threatened  to  the  harvefi:  ? 
Naval  officers, you  think  yourfelves  debafed 
by  conveying  and  proteding  commerce. 
Butif  commerce  is  to  be  no  more  protected, 
what  will  become  of  the  riches  of  the  ftate, 
of  which,  without  doubt,  you  expect  a 
part,     in    recompenfe    of    your    fervice  ? 
What  will  become  of  your  own  property, 
in  the  revenue  of  your  land,  which  com- 
merce and  the  circulation  of  wealth  chiefly 
contribute   to  make  fruitful  ?    You  think 
Yourfclves    debafed.       What,   debafed   in 
making  yourfelf  ufeful   to  your  country- 
men !  And  what  are  all  the  orders  in  the 
ilatc,  to  whom  government  has  committed 
any  portion  of  the  public  power,  but  pro- 
teftors  and  defenders  of  your  countrymen 
and  their  wealth  ?   Your  poft  is  upon  the 
ocean,   as  that  of  the  magiftrate  upon  the 
bench,   that  of  the    foldier  in  the   camp, 
and  that  of  the  monarch  himfelf  upon  the 
throne,  where  he  commands  from  a  higher 
flation  but  to  take  a  wider  furvey,  and 
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comprize,  at  one  view,  all  thofe  who  fland 
in   need    of   his   protedion    and    defence. 
Know  that  glory  is  to  be  gleaned  in  every 
field  on   which  a  fervice   to  your  country 
can  be  performed.     Know,  that  to  preferve 
is  more  glorious,   as  well  as  more  blefled, 
than  to  deflroy.      In  ancient  Rome  there 
were  alfo  admirers  of  glory.      Yet,   there, 
the  glory  of  having  faved  a  fingle  citizen, 
was  preferred  to  the  glory  of  having  flain 
a  hoil  of  foes.      What,  fee  you  not  that  in 
faving  the  commercial  Ihips,   you  fave  the 
fortune  of  the  flate?     Yes,  your  valour  is 
fplendid;  it  is  known  to  Europe  as  well  as 
to  your  country;  but  what  boots  it  to  your 
countrymen,   that  it    has  been    difplayed 
upon  occafions  of  eclat,  that  it  has  brought 
the  fhip  of  your  enemy  in  tow,  or  blown 
its  ruins  wûde  upon  the  waves,  if  you  have 
fuffered  to   perifh,  or  be  taken,   the  fhips 
■which  bear  your  country's  riches  ;  if  in  the 
very    port,  which   you    triumphantly   re- 
enter, a  thoufand  defolate  families  deplore 
their  fortunes  loft  ?    On  your  landing,  in- 
ftead  of  hearing  the  fliouts  cf  victory,  you 


will  be  received  with  filence  and  dejedîon; 
and  your  exploits  will  be  deflined  but  to 
*  fwell  the  recital  of  a  court-gazette,  and 
thofe  public  papers,  which,  in  amufing 
idlenefs,  give  glory  but  for  a  day,  when 
that  glory  is  not  graven  upon  the  hearts  of 
your  fellow-citizens,  by  the  remembrance 
of  real  utility  to  the  common  good. 

The  maxims  facred  at  Portfmouth  w^ere 
very  different.  There  was  felt,  there  was 
refpecled,  the  dignity  of  commerce. 
There,  it  was  both  a  duty  and  an  honour 
to  defend  it  ;  and  events  have  decided  on 
which  lide  the  naval  officers  had  the  jufteft 
ideas  of  their  function. 

Great  Britain  had  juft  experienced  a 
very  humiliating  reverfe  in  the  new  worid, 
and  a  more  powerful  enemy  threatened  her 
with  greater  difafters  in  the  old.  This  u- 
larming  fituation  filled  all  minds  with 
doubtfulnefs  and  diftruft.  The  national 
riches  arrive.  Thofe  of  the  rival  power 
add  to  the  enormous  mafs  ;  and  inftantly 
public  credit  is  reanimated  ;  hope  fprings 
up  again,  and  this  people,  who  were  con- 
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temptnou'lly  thought  to  be  brought  down, 
refurae,  and  fuftain,  their  ufual  prowefs 
and  their  ufual  pride. 

The  ports  of  France,  on  the  contrary, 
are  filled  with  groans.  A  fhameful  and 
ruinous  inaction  fiicceeded  to  an  activity 
which  contributed  to  their  fame  and  riches. 
The  indignation  of  the  merchants  commu- 
nicated itfelf  to  all  the  nation.  The  firft 
moments  of  fuccefs  are  moments  of  in- 
toxication, in  which  faults  feem  to  be  juf- 
tifiedaswellas  hid.  But  misfortune  gives 
more  feverity  to  judgment.  The  nation 
then  obferves  more  nearly  thofe  who  go- 
vern, and  loudly  calls  for  an  account  of 
the  employment  of  the  power  and  autho- 
rity which  have  been  committed  to  them. 
The  councils  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  are 
reproached,  forhaving  wounded  the  majefly 
of  the  firft  power  on  the  globe,  in  difavow- 
ing,  to  the  face  of  the  univerfe,  the  fuc- 
cours  which  were  fent  continually  to  the 
Americans  in  a  clandeiline  manner.  They 
are  reproached,  for  having,  by  a  minifterial 
intrigue.,  or,  by  the  afcendency  of  fome 
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obfcure  agents,  engageckthe  nation  in  3, 
difaftrous  war,    whilft  they  Ihould  have 
been  occupied  in  putting  the  fprings  of 
government  again  in  order,  in  healing  the 
tedious  wounds  of  a  reign,  of  which  the 
latter  half  was  divided  between   deprada- 
tion  and  fhame,  between  the  bafenefs  of 
vice  and  the  convulHons  of  defpotifm.  They 
are  reproached,  for  having  provoked  the 
conteft  by  infidious  politics,  for  having  de- 
fcended  to  wrap  themfelves  round  with 
guile,  in  difcourfes  unworthy  of  France  j 
for  having  employed  with  England  the  lan- 
guage of  a  timid   audacity,  which  feems 
to  difownandcontradifl,  the  projects  which 
are  formed,  and  the  fentiments  which  are 
uppermoft  in  the  heart;   a  language  which 
can  only  debafe  him  from  whom  it  pro- 
ceeds, without  deceiving  him  to  whom  it 
is  addrelTed  ;    and,   whilft  it  brings  diflio- 
nour,  can  make  that  difhonour  of  no  ufe 
either  to  the  minifter  or  to  the  ftate.    How 
much  nobler  had  it  been  to  fay,  with  all 
the  franknefs   of  dignity;   "  Engliflimen, 
'^  you  have  abufed  your  vi6iories.     Now 
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is  the  moment  for  you  to  fliew  juftke  ; 
or  it  fhall  be  that  of  vengeance.  Europe 
is  weary  of  fufFering  tyrants.  She  re- 
enters at  length  upon  her  rights.  Hence- 
forward, equality  of  war.  Chufe."  It 
is  thus  that  they  would  have  been  talked 
to  by  that  Richelieu,  whom  every  citizen , 
it  is  true,  fliould  hate,  becaufe  he  was  an 
inhuman  butcher,  and,  that  he  might  reign 
defpotic,  murdered  his  enemies  with  the 
hangman's  axe  ;  but  whom  as  a  minifler, 
the  nation  is  bound  to  honour,  as  it  was 
he  who  liril  {hewed  France  her  dignity, 
and  gave  her,  amongfi:  the  Hates  of  Eu- 
rope, the  air  which  became  her  power.  It 
is  thus  that  they  would  have  been  talked 
to  by  that  Lewis,  who,  for  forty  years  to- 
gether, knew  how  to  be  worthy  of  the  age 
to  which  he  gave  a  name,  who  mixed  great- 
nefs  with  his  very  faults,  who  never,  even 
in  adv^erfity  and  abafem.ent,  degraded  his 
people  or  himfelf.  Ah,  for  governing  a 
great  nation,  a  great  character  is  requifite. 
There  is  no  fitnefs  for  it  in  thofe  minds 
which  are  indifferent  and  cold  from  levity. 
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to  which  abfolute  anthorityis  butas  it  were 
B  kind  of  laft  amufement,  which  carelefsly 
leave  great  interefts  floating  at  the  caprice 
of  chance,  and  are  more  occupied  in  pre- 
fcrving  than  employing  power.  Why,  it 
is  aiked  again,  why  did  men,  who  hold  in 
their  hands  all  the  authority  of  the  (late, 
and  have  but  to  command  in  order  to  be 
obeyed,  why  did  they  fuiTer  themfelves  to 
be  prevented,  in  all  feas,  by  an  enemy 
whofe  conftitution  muil  of  necefiity  caufe 
flownefs  in  putting  their  meafures  in  exe- 
cution ?  Why  did  they,  by  an  inconfide- 
rate  treaty,  tie  themfelves  down  to  condi- 
tions with  the  Congrcfs,  which  they  might 
themfelves  have  held  in  dependence,  by 
ample  and  regular  fupplies  ?  Why,  in  fhort 
did  they  not  ftrengthen  and  confirm  the 
revolution,  by  keeping  always,  on  the 
northern  coails  of  the  new  world,  a  fqua- 
dron  which  might  protect  the  colonies, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  make  our  alliance 
to  be  refpeded  ?  But  Europe,  who  has  her 
eyes  fixed  upon  us,  fees  a  great  dcfign,  and 
no  concerted  meafures  j   fees,  in  our  arfe- 
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nais  and  our  ports,  immenfe  preparations, 
and  no   execution  ;    fees  menacing  fleets 
fitted  out,   and  the   pompous   expencc  ot  " 
them  rendered   almoil  ufelefs  ;   fees  fpirit 
and  valour  in  fubalterns,   irrefolution   and 
timidity  in  chiefs  ;  fees  whatever  proclaims, 
en  one  hand,   the  flrength   and  the  awe, 
commanding  power  of  a  great  people,  and 
on    the  other,   the  flacknefs  and  weaknefs 
infeparable  from  its   charadier  and  views. 
It  is  by  this  ftriking  contradiâ:ion  between 
our  projects  and  their  execution,   between 
our  means  and  their  direction,  that  the  ge- 
nius of  England,  flunned  for  a  moment, 
has  refumed  his  vigour  ;   and  it  is   even 
now  a  problem  for  Europe   to  refolve,  if, 
in  declaring  for  America,  we  have  not  our- 
felves  revived  and  advanced  the  Englifli 
power. 

Such  are  the  complaints  with  which  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ring,  and  which  we 
are  not  afraid  to  collect  together  here,  and 
lay  before  the  eyes  of  authority,  if  it  deigns 
to  read  or  hear  them. 
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In  fliort,  philofophy,  whofe  firft  fenti- 
ment  is  the  defire  to  fee  all  governments 
juft  and  all  people  happy,  in  calling  her 
eyes  upon  this  alliance  of  a  monarchy  with 
a  people  who  are  defending  their  liberty, 
is  curious  to  know  its   motive.      She  fees 
at  once,  too  clearly,   that  the  happinefs  of 
mankind  has   no  part  in  it.      She  thinks 
that  if  the  Court  of  Verfailles  had  been 
determined  by    the    love    of  juftice,    it 
would  have  fettled  in  the  firft  article  of 
its .  agreement  with   America,  that  all  op- 
prejfed  people  have  the  right  of  reftjiing  their 
opprejfors.      But  this  maxim,  which  forms 
one  of    the  laws  of  England  ;    which  a 
king  of  Hungary  was  great  enough,  when 
he  v/as  afcending  the  throne,  to  make  one 
of  the  conftitutions  of  the  ftate  ;  which  was 
adopted  by  one  of  the  greateft  princes  who 
reigned  over  the  woxld,  Trajan,  when  he 
faid,  before  an  alTembly  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple, to  the  firft  officer  of  the  empire,  in  pre- 
lenting  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom  upon  inverting  him  with  his 
charge,  life  it  for  me,  if  I  continue  juji  ;  a* 
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gûînjî  me,  if  I  become  tyrannical.  This  max- 
im is  too  foreign  for  our  feeble  and  coi*- 
rupt^d  governments,  in  which  the  fuffering 
patiently  is  fo  much  become  a  duty,  that 
the  fufFerer  ought  to  deprecate  a  fenfation 
of  his  mifery,  left  it  be  puniflied  as  a  crime. 

But  the  moft  bitter  complaints  are  di- 
rected above  all  to  Spain.  She  is  blamed 
for  her  blindnefs,  her  wavering,  her  tardi- 
nefs,  and  fometimes  even  for  her  infidelity  : 
all  which  accufations  are  ill-founded. 

Some  politicians  imagined,  in  feeing 
France  engage  herfelf  without  neccffity  in 
a  naval  war,  that  this  crown  fuppofed  it- 
felf  powerful  enough  to  divide  the  British 
domain,  without  Iharing  with  an  ally  the 
honour  of  this  important  revolution.  We 
fliall  not  examine  whether  the  fpirit  which 
then  reigned  in  the  cabinet  of  Verfailles 
authorifed  this  conje^lure.  It  is  now  known 
that  this  crown,  which  from  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  troubles  had  fent  fecret  fiic- 
cour  to  the  Americans,  was  watching  for 
the  propitious  moment  of  declaring  open- 
ly in  their  favour.     The  event  of  Sarato- 
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ga  appeared  to  it  the  moft  favourable  coil- 
jundiureforpropofing  to  the  Catholic  king 
to  make  the  caufe  a  common  one.  Whe- 
ther it  were  that  this  prince  might  then 
judge  the  liberty  of  the  United  States  to 
be  contrary  to  his  intereft  ;  whether  the 
refolution  might  appear  to  him  to  be  pre- 
cipitate ;  or  whether,  in  fhort,  other  poli- 
tical objeâ:s  might  require  all  his  attention, 
he  did  not  agree  to  the  propofal.  From 
his  character  it  was  fuppofed  that  repeated 
folicitation  would  be  ufelefs-.  After  the 
iirft  experiment,  he  was  fo  little  applied  to 
about  this  great  affair,  that  it  was  without 
his  being  apprifed  of  it  that  the  Court  of 
Verfailles  caufed  it  to  be  fignified  at  St. 
James's  that  it  had  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  the  confederate  provinces. 

In  the  mean  time  the  land  and  fea  forces 
which  Spain  employed  againft  the  Poritu- 
guefe  in  the  Brazils  were  returned  home. 
The  rich  fleet  which  flie  expe(51:ed  from 
Mexico  was  arrived  in  her  ports.  The 
treafures  which  came  to  her  from  Peru 
and  from  her  other  pofTeffions  were  fecure* 
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She  was  free  from  all  inquietude,  and  mif- 
trefs  of  her  motions,  when  flie  afpired  to 
the  glory  of  being  a  pacificator  between 
the  two  hemifpheres.  Her  mediation  was 
accepted,  as  well  by  France,  whofe  bold 
attempts  had  not  been  attended  v/ith  the 
happy  confequences  which  {lie  had  pro- 
mifed  herfelf  from  them,  as  by  England, 
who  might  fear  the  having  an  additional 
adverfary  to  contend  with. 

Charles  the  Third  fuftained  with  dignity  Spain, 
the  great  part  he  had  to  acl.      He  awarded  -vw^/uc- 
that,  laying  down  their  arms,  each  of  the  recorcù- 
belligerent  powers  Ihould  be  mamtamed  in  land  and 
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the  territories  which  it  mould  occupy  at  àecUres 
the  time  oi  the  convention  ;  that  a  con-  ioiter 
grefs  fliouid  be  formed,  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent pretenfions  fhould  be  difculTed  ;  and 
that  no  frefh  hoftilities  Ihould  commence 
'till  after  theexpiration  of  a  twelve-month's 
notice. 

This  monarch  was  aware  that  this  ar- 
rangement gave  to  Great  Britain  a  facility 
of  being  reconciled  with  her  colonies,  or 
at  leaft  of  making  them  purchafe,  by  great 
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advantages  to  her  commerce,  the  porta 
which  file  occupied  in  the  midft  of  them; 
He  was  aware  that  it  muft  wound  the  dig- 
nity of  the  king  his  nephew,  who  had  en- 
s-aired to  maintain  the  United  States  in  the 
totality  of  their  territory.  But  he  would 
be  juft  ;  and  without  forgetting  all  perfo* 
nal  confiderations  one  cannot  be  fo. 

This  plan  of  conciliation  was  difpleafing 
toVerfailles,  whofeonly  confolation  was  mi- 
niftered  by  the  hope  that  it  would  be  rejeded 
at  London.  This  hope  was  not  deceived. 
England  could  not  refolve  upon  acknow- 
ledging the  Americans  to  be  really  inde- 
pendent ;  though  they  were  not  to  be 
called  to  the  conferences  which  were  to 
have  taken  place  ;  though  France  could  not 
negotiate  for  them  ;  though  their  intereils 
were  ta  have  been  taken  care  of  folely  by 
a  mediator  who  was  not  bound  to  them 
by  any  treaty,  and  who,  perhaps,  at  the 
bottom  of  his  heart,  was  not  deiirous  of 
their  profperity  ;  though  her  refufal  threat- 
ened her  with  an  enemy  the  more. 
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It  is  in  fuch  a  circumftance  as  this  ;  It 
is  in  the  time  when  noble  pride  elevates 
the  foul  fuperior  to  all  terror  ;  when  no- 
thing is  feen  more  dreadful  than  the  Ihame 
of  receiving  the  law,  and  when  there  is 
no  doubt  or  hefitation  which  to  chufe 
between  ruin  and  difhonour  ;  it  is  then, 
that  the  greatnefs  of  a  nation  is  difplayed. 
I  acknowledge  however  that  men,  accuf- 
tomed  to  judge  of  things  by  the  event, 
call  great  and  perilous  refolutions,  heroifm 
or  madnefs,  according  to  the  good  or  bad 
fuccefs  with  which  they  have  been  attended. 
If  then  I  ihould  be  afked,  what  is  the 
name  which  Ihall  in  years  to  come  be 
given  to  the  firmnefs,  which  was  in  this 
moment  exhibited  by  the  Engliih,  I  fbould 
anfwer  that  1  do  not  know.  But  that 
which  it  deferves,  I  know.  I  know  that 
the  annals  of  the  world  hold  out  to  us 
but  rarely,  the  auguft  and  majeftic  fpec- 
tacle  of  a  nation,  which  chufes  rather  to  re- 
nounce its  duration  than  its  glory. 

The  Britifh  miniftry  had  no  fooner  given 
their   determination,  than  the  Court    of 
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Madrid  efpoufed  the  quarrel  of  that  of 
Verfailles,  and  confequently  that  of  the 
Americans.  Spain  had  then  fixty-three 
fhips  of  the  line  and  fix  on  the  Hocks. 
France  had  eighty  of  the  line,  and  eight 
upon  the  ftocks.  The  United  States  had 
but  twelve  frigates  ;  but  a  great  number 
of  privateers. 

To  all  this  united  force  England  had  to 
pppofe  but  ninety-five  fhips  of  the  line, 
with  twenty-three  upon  the  ftocks.  The 
fixteen  which  were  to  be  feen  in  her  ports, 
over  and  above,  were  unfit  for  fervice,  and 
had  been  converted  into  prifons  or  hofpi- 
tals.  Inferior  in  inftruments  of  war,  fhe 
was  ftill  more  fo  in  means  of  all  forts  for 
their  employment.  Her  domeftic  diffen- 
fions  ftill  weakened  the  refources  which 
remained.  It  is  the  nature  of  governments 
truly  free  to  be  agitated  during  peace.  It 
is  by  this  inteftine  motion  that  the  fpirits 
preferve  their  energy  and  the  continual 
remembrance  of  the  nation's  rights.  But 
in  war,  all  ferments  ought  to  ceafe,  all 
hatreds  to  be  extinguiftied,  all  interefts  to 
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coaîefce  and  be  mutually   lubfervient  t^ 
the  public  good.     It  happened  quite  other- 
wife,  at  this  time,  in  the  Britifh  ifles.    Ne- 
ver were  there  more  violent  diffenfions. 
Never  did  contrary  pretenfions  fhew  them- 
felves   in   any  circumftance  with  lefs  re- 
ierve.      The   publie  good   was  by   either 
faction    audacioully   trodden  under  foot. 
Thofe  houfes  of  parliament,  in  which  the 
moil  important   queftions   had   formerly 
been  difculTed  with  eloquence,  with  dig- 
nity, and  with  power,  now  rung  but  with 
the  clamours  of  rage,  but  with  the  groffeft 
infults,    but  v/ith  altercations  as  hurtful 
as    they  were   incident.       The    fev/    true 
friends  of  the  nation  who  were  remaining 
called  loudly  for  another  Pitt,  for  the  mi- 
iiifter  who  like  him  fliould  have   neither 
relations  nor  friends  ;    but   this   extraordi- 
nary man  did  not  appear.    And  indeed  it 
v/as   pretty  generally  imagined   that   this 
people  would  now  give  way,. notwithiland- 
ing  the  high-fpiritednefs  of  its  charader, 
notwithftanding  the  experience  of  its  ad- 
mirals, notwithflanding  the  bravery  of  its 
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feamen,  notwithftanding  that  energy  which 
a  free  nation  muft  acquire  from  vibrating 
with  concuflion. 

But  the  empire  of  chance  is  a  very- 
wide  one.  Who  knows  in  favour  of  which 
fide  the  elements  Ihall  declare  ?  By  a 
guft  of  wind,  is  a  victory  given  or  fnatch- 
ed  away.  The  difcharge  of  a  gun  difcon- 
certs  a  fleet  by  its  admiral's  death.  Sig- 
nals are  not  feen  or  heard;  are  not  obeyed. 
Experience,  valour,  fkiil,  are  thwarted  by 
ignorance,  by  jealoufy,  by  treachery,  by  an 
affurance  of  impunity.  A  fog  covers  con- 
tending navies,  and  feparates  or  confounds 
them.  A  tempeft  or  a  calm  equally  pre- 
ferves,  or  equally  deftroys.  Forces  are  di- 
vided by  the  unequal  celerity  of  fhips.  The 
propitious  moment  is  miffed,  by  pufillani- 
mity  which  lingers,  or  by  raflinefs,  which 
rufhes  on.  Plans  fliall  have  been  formed 
with  wifdom  ;  but  their  fuccefs  fliall  fail 
for  want  of  concert  in  the  movements  of 
execution.  By  an  inconfiderate  order  of 
the  court,  what  might  have  proved  a  proud 
day,  is  decided  to  diflionour.     Projeâ:s  are 
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changed  by  a  minifter's  difgrace  or  deaths 
Is  it  poilible  that  a  ftricT:  union  fliould 
long  fubfift  among  confederates  of  cha- 
racters fo  oppofite,  as  the  hafty,  light,  dif- 
dainful  Frenchman,  the  jealous,  haughty, 
fly,  flow,  circumfpeâ:ive  Spaniard,  and  the 
American,  who  is  fecretly  fnatching  looks 
at  the  mother-country,  and  would  rejoice 
were  they  compatible  with  his  indepen- 
dence, at  the  difafters  of  his  allies  ?  Will 
thefe  nations  long  delay,  whether  they  acl 
feparately  or  conjointly,  mutually  to  ac- 
cufe,  complain,  and  be  embroiled  ?  Ought 
not  their  greateft  hope  to  be  that  multi- 
plied ill'fucceffes  may  do  no  more  than  re- 
plunge  them  into  that  humiliating  ftate 
from  which  they  endeavoured  to  emerge, 
and  firmly  fix  the  trident  in  the  hand  of 
England  ;  whilft  a  confiderable  defeat  or 
two  would  brins:  down  this  ambitious 
people  from  ever  ranking  again  amongfl: 
the  principal  powers  of  the  European 
world  ? 

Who  fliall  decide  then,  who  can  fore- 
fee  the  event?  France  and  Spain  united 
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liave  powerful  means  to   employ  ;     Eng- 
land, the  art  of  employing  her's.     France 
and  Spain  have  their  treafiires  ;  England, 
a  great  national  credit.      On  one  fide,  the 
multitude  of  men  ;  on  the  other,   the  fu- 
periority  in  the  art  of  working  fliips,  and 
as  it  were  of  fubjeding  the  fea  in  fight- 
ting.    Here,  impetuoiityand  valour;  there 
valour  and  experience.     In  one  party,  the 
activity   which    abfolute   monarchy   gives 
to  defigns  ;   in  the  other,   the  vigour  and 
elafticity   which  liberty  fupplies.       There, 
lolTes  and  grudges  to  revenge  ;   here,  their 
late  glory,  with  the  fovcreignty  of   Ame- 
rica, and  of  the  ocean,  to  recover  and  pre- 
ferve.      The  allied  nations  have  the  advan- 
tasre  with  which  the   union   of  two   vaft 
powers  muft  be  attended,  but  the  inconve- 
nience   likewife    which  muft  refult  from 
this   very  union,   by  the  difllculty  of  har- 
mony and  concord  both  in  their  defigns, 
and  in  the  execution  of  them  by  their  re- 
fpective  forces  ;   England  is  abandoned  to 
.  herfelf,  but  having  only  her  own  forces  to 
dirccl,  flic  has  the  advantage  of  unity  in 
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in  defigns,  and  of  a  more  fiire  and  perhaps 
more  ready  difpcfition  in  ideas  :  flie  can 
more  eafily  range  her  plans  of  defence  and 
offence  under  a  fmgle  view. 

In  order  to  weig^h  the  matter  with  ex- 
aclnefs,  we  lliould  yet  put  into  the  fcales 
the  different  energy  which  may  be  com- 
municated to  the  rival  nations  by  a  vvar, 
which  is  in  a  great  many,  refpecls  but  a 
war  of  kings  and  minifters,  on  one  iide  ; 
but,  on  the  other,  a  truly  national  war,  in. 
which  the  greateft  interells  of  England  are 
concerned  ;  that  of  a  commerce  w^hicli 
produces  her  riches  ;  *  that  of  an  empire 
and  a  glory  on  which  her  greatnefs  refts. 

R 

*  The  Britifli  commerce  at  this  moment  is  in  as  Hoii- 
rifiiing  a  condition  as  at  any  period  preceding  this  war, 
(fays  the  great  Lord  North)  than  whom  noue  can  he 
a  better  judge.  Our  cuftonis  have  encreafed,  and  the 
Sinking  Fund  has  yielded  large  furplufles  ;  a  fure 
fign  that  our  commerce  and  our  riches  are  encreafing 
noLVvithflandius;  the  war.  To  this  declaration  of  Lord. 
North's,  it  may  be  added,  *'  Is  there  a  fingle  perfoa 
*'  unemployed  who  ia  willing  to  work."  Farther, 
the  encreafe  of  the  Baltic  trade  is  fuch,  that  the  goods 
exported  to  the  Baltic  lall  year,  nearly  equal  our  molt 
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In  fliort,  if  we  confider  the  fpirit  of  the 
French  nation,  oppofite  to  that  of  the  na- 
tion with  which  it  is  at  variance,  we  fhall 
fee  that  the  ardour  of  the  Frenchman  is  as 
quickly  extinguiflied  as  it  is  inflamed  ; 
that  he  hopes  every  thing  when  he  begins, 
that  he  defpairs  of  every  thing  as  foon  as 
îin  obfiacle  Ihall  retard  him  ;  that,  from 
his  character,  his  arm  muft  be  nerved  by 
the  enthufiafm  of  fuccefs,  in  order  to  reap 
morefuccefs  :  that  the  Englifliman,  on  the 
contrary,  lefs  prefumptuous,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  natural  boldnefs,  at  the  beginning, 
knows  how,  when  occafions  calls  for  it,  to 
flruggle  courageoufly,  to  raife  himfelf  in 
proportion  as  the  danger  rifes,  and  to  ga- 
ther advantages  even  from  difgrace  :  like 
the  robuft  oak  to  which  Horace  compares 
the  Romans,  which,  mutilated  by  the  axe, 

cxtenfive  exports  to  America  any  year  of  the  laft 
Peace  ;  and  this  market  is  but  lately  attempted.  It 
is  yearly  cncreafing,  and  will  in  a  fhort  period  be  fu- 
perior  to  onr  American  trade. —  Vide  Smith  on  the 
Wealth  of  Nations,  who  eftablifhes  this  point  beyond 
difputc. 
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fprings  afrefli  under  the  flrokes  which  are 
given  it,  and  draws  vigour  and  fpirit  from 
its  very  lofTes  and  its  very  wounds. 

Hiftory  flievvs  us  likewife  that  few 
leagues  have  divided  the  fpoil  of  the  na- 
tion againft  which  they  have  been  formed. 
Athens  victorious  over  Perfia  ;  Rome  fav- 
ed  from  Hannibal  ;  in  modern  times,  Ve- 
nice efcaped  from  the  famous  league  of 
Cambray  ;  and,  even  in  our  own  days, 
Pruffia  rendered  by  the  genius  of  one  man 
capable  to  cope  with  Europe,  fhould  fu- 
fpend  ourjudgment  upon  the  iffue  of  the 
prefent  war. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  have  the  advantages  with  which 
it  may  have  been  flattered.  What  ought 
to  be  its  conduct  ? 

France  is  in  all  points  of  view  the  em-  what 


ouzhi  to 


pire  the  moft  ftrongly  conftituted,  of  which  itthefo- 
any   remembrance  has  been   preferved  in  the  houfe 
the  annals  of  the  world.      Without  being  L«,  1} 
able    to    bear   any  comparifon  with  her,   ^^j. 
Spain  is  likewife  a  very  powerful  ftate,  and 
her  means  of  profperity   are  continually 

R    2 
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increafing.  The  moft  important  concern 
then  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ought  to  be, 
to  obtain  pardon  of  its  neighbours  for  the 
advantages  which  it  has  from  nature, 
which  it  owes  to  art,  or  which  have  been 
beftowed  on  it  by  events.  Should  it  en- 
deavour to  augment  its  fuperiority,  the 
alarm  would  become  general,  and  it  would 
be  thought  that  an  univerfal  fiavery  was 
threatened.  It  is  perhaps  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  the  other  nations  of  Europe  have 
not  yet  thwarted  it  in  its  projeéls  againfi: 
En  Hand.  The  refentment  which  the  in- 
juftice  and  the  haughtinefs  of  this  proud 
ifland  have  every^  where  infpired,  muft  be 
the  caufe  of  this  inaclion.  But  hatred  is 
filent  when  intereft  appears.  It  is  poflible 
that  Europe  may  think  the  weakening  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  old  and  the  new  he- 
mifphere  contrary  to  its  fafety  ;  and  that 
after  having  enjoyed  the  humiliations  and 
dangers  of  this  lofty  and  tyrannic  power, 
Ihe  may  at  length  take  arms  in  its  defence. 
Should  it  be  fo,  the  Courts  of  VerfaiUes 
and  Madrid   would  fee  themfelves  fallen 
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from  the  hope  which  they  have  conceived 
of  a  decifive  preponderance  upon  the  globe, 
Thefe  coniiderationsfhould  determine  them 
to  haften  their  attacks,  and  not  give  time, 
for  the  forming  of  new  difpofitions,  to  a 
prophetic  or  even  a  jealous  policy.  Above 
all,  let  them  Hop  in  time,  and  not  fuffer  an 
immoderate  defire  of  humbling  their  com- 
mon enemy  to  make  them  blind  to  their 
own  interefts. 

The  United  States  have  fliewn  openly 
the  projecl  of  drawing  all  North  America 
to  their  league.  Many  meafures,  that  in 
particular  of  inviting  the  people  of  Canada 
to  rebellion,  have  given  caufe  to  believe 
that  this  was  likewife  the  wilh  of  France. 
Spain  may  be  fufpecled  to  have  equally  a- 
dopted  this  idea. 

The  conduct  of  the  provinces  which 
have  Ihaken  off  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain 
is  fimple,  and  fuch  as  was  to  be  expected. 
But  would  not  their  allies  be  wanting  in 
forefight,  if  they  Ihould  have  really  the 
fame  fyftem  ? 

R3 
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I'he  new  hemifphere  mud  be  detached 
one  day  from  the  old.  This  grand  fcilTure 
is  prepared  in  Europe,  by  the  collifion 
and  fermentation  of  our  opinions  ;  by  our 
being  deprived  of  our  rights,  which  con- 
ilituted  our  courage  ;  by  the  luxury  of  our 
courts  and  the  mifery  of  our  countries  j 
by  the  hatred,  the  endlefs  hatred,  between 
men  without  heart,  honour,  or  vigour,Vho 
pofTefs  all  elfe,  and  robuft  men,  and  even 
virtuous  men,  w^ho  have  nothing  but  life 
to  lofe.  It  is  prepared  in  America,  by  the 
increafe  of  population,  of  cultivation,  of 
induftry  and  of  knowledge.  Every  thing 
forv^^ards  this  rupture,  as  well  the  progrefs 
of  evil  in  the  old  world,  as  in  the  new  the 
progrefs  of  good. 

But  w^ould  it  be  right  for  Spain  and 
France,  whofe  poiTefllons  in  the  new  world 
are  an  inexhauflible  fource  of  riches,  would 
it  be  right  for  them  to  precipitate  this  rup- 
ture ?  Now  this  rupture  is  the  thing  that 
would  precifely  happen,  were  all  the  north 
of  thofe  regions  fubjecled  to  the  fame  laws, 
or  bound  tonrether  bv  a  common  intereft. 
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No  fooner  would  the  liberty  of  this 
vaft  continent  be  eftabliflied,  than  it  would 
become  the  afylum,  of  all  the  ofFscouring 
amongft  us,  of  men  of  intriguing,  feditious 
fpirits  blafted,  charadters,  or  ruined  for- 
tunes. Culture,  arts,  commerce,  would 
have  no  charms  for  fuch  refugees  as  thefe. 
They  muft  have  a  lefs  laborious  and  more 
agitated  life.  This  turn  of  mind  equally 
dillant  from  labour  or  repofe,  would  dired 
itfelf  towards  conquefts  ;  and  a  pafîion 
which  has  fo  tnany  attractions  would  eafily 
captivate  the  firft  colonifts,  diverted  by  a 
long  war  from  their  accuftomed  occupa- 
tions. The  new  people  would  have  com- 
pleatcd  their  preparations  for  invafion  be- 
fore the  report  of  it  had  reached  our  cli- 
mates. They  would  chufe  their  enemy, 
the  field  and  the  moment  of  their  viâ;o- 
ries.  Their  thunder  would  fall  always 
upon  feas  without  defence,  or  on  coafts 
taken  at  unawares.  In  a  little  while  the 
Southern  provinces  v/ould  become  their 
prey,  and  fupply  by  the  riches  of  their 
productions  the  mediocrity  of  thofe  of  the 
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Northern.  Perhaps  the  poiTeflions  of  our  ab- 
folute  monarchies  might  even  be  candidates 
for  the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  a  con- 
federacy with  afree  people,  or  would  detach 
themfelves  from  Europe  in  order  to  belong 
but  to  themfelves. 

The  part  which  the  Courts  of  Madrid 
and  Verfailles  fliould  take  if  they  are  free 
to  chufe,  is  to  let  two  powers  fubfift  in 
North  America,  who  may  watch,  reftrain, 
and  counterpoize  each  other.  Then  will 
ages  roll  away,  before  England  and  the 
republics  formed  at  her  expence  can  come 
together.  This  reciprocal  diftruft  will 
prohibit  them  from  any  diftant  enterprize  j 
and  the  ellablifhments,  belonging  to  other 
nations,  in  the  new  world,  will  enjoy  with- 
out difturbance  that  tranquillity,  which, 
even  down  to  our  own  times,  has  been  fo 
often  troubled. 

In  all  probability,  indeed,  it  is  the  very 
order  of  things  which  would  be  moft 
fuitable  even  for  the  confederate  provinces 
themfelves.  Their  refpedive  limits  are 
not  regulated.    A  great  jealoufy  fubfifts  be- 
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tween  the  countries  to  the  northward  and 
thofe  to  the  fouthward.  Political  princi- 
ples vary  from  one  river  to  another.  Great 
animofities  are  obferved  between  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  fame  tov^m,  between  the 
members  of  the  fame  family.  Each  would 
throw  off  from  himfelf  the  heavy  burden 
of  public  expences  and  debts.  A  thou- 
fand  principles  of  divifion  are  generally 
fpringing  in  the  bofom  of  the  United 
States*.  When  dangers  are  once  at  an  end, 
how  is  the  explofion  of  fo  many  difcontents 
to  be  retarded  ?  how  are  fo  many  unfettled 
minds,  and  angrcd  hearts,  to  be  held  at- 
tached to  a  common  centre  ?  Let  the  true 
friends  of  America  refle(5l  upon  it,  and  they 
will  fmd  that  the  only  means  to  prevent 
difturbances,  amongfc  that  people,  is  to 
leave  remaining  on  their  frontiers  a  power- 
ful rival,  always  difpofed  to  profit  by  their 

diffenfions. 

Monarchies  thrive  beft  with  peace  and 

fecurity;  inquietudes,  ~and  formidable  ene- 

*  Tucker,  Dean  of  Gloucefler,  eftablifhes  this  point 
beyond  difpute. 


mies,  make  republics  flourifli.  Rome  had 
need  of  Carthage  ;  and  he  who  deflroyed 
the  Roman  liberty  was  neither  Sylla,  nor 
Cxfar;  it  was  the  firft  Cato,  when  his  nar- 
row and  auftere  politics  took  her  rival  away 
from  Rome,  by  lighting,  in  the  fenate, 
thofe  torches  which  burnt  Carthage  to  the 
ground.  Even  Venice,  perhaps,  would 
not  have  had  her  government,  and  her 
laws,  thefe  four  hundred  years,  had  flie 
not  had  at  her  door  powerful  neighbours, 
who  might  become  her  enemies  or  her 
mafters. 
F^^f  But,  fuppofmg  them  thus  fituated,  to 

^forHdof  what  degree  of  happinefs,  fplendour,  and 
*ucn''^-  power,  may  the  united  provinces  in  time 

ted  pro-     |3g  j,^i^g  J  ? 
vinces. 

Here,  in  order  to  form  a  found  judge- 
ment, let  us  immediately  begin  with  lay- 
ing afide  the  interefl  v/hich  all  hearts,  not 
excepting  thofe  of  flaves,  have  taken  in 
the  generous  efforts  of  a  people  who  ex- 
pofed  themfelves  to  the  moft  dreadful  ca- 
lamities to  be  free.  The  name  of  liberty 
is  fo  fweet,  that  all  they  who  fight  for  it 
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are  fure  to  intereft  our  fecret  wiflies.  Their 
caufc  is  that  of  the  whole  human  race;  it 
becomes  our  own.  We  revenge  ourfelves 
of  our  own  opprelTors,  by  giving  vent,  at 
ieaft,  with  liberty,  to  our  hatred  againft 
thofe  opprelTors  who  cannot  punifh  it.  At 
the  found  of  breaking  chains,  it  feems  as 
if  our  own  were  about  to  become  lighter; 
and  we  think  for  fome  moments  that  we 
breathe  a  purer  air,  in  learning  that  fewer 
tyrants  are  to  be  counted  in  the  world. 
Thefe  great  revolutions  of  liberty,  more- 
over, admonifli  defpots.  They  warn  them 
not  to  truft  to  too  long  patience  in  the  peo- 
ple, not  to  truft  to  impunity  without  end. 
Thus,  when  the  laws  of  fociety  execute 
vengeance  upon  the  crimes  of  private  in- 
dividuals, the  good  man  hopes  that  the 
puniiliment  of  the  guilty  will,  by  its  ter- 
rible example,  prevent  the  commiffion  of 
new  crimes.  Terror  fometimes  fupplies 
the  place  of  juftice  to  the  thief,  and  con- 
fcience  to  the  afiaffin.  Such  is  the  fource 
of  the  warm  intereft  we  feel  in  all  the  wars 
of  liberty.      Such  is  that  with  which  we 
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have  been  infpired  for  the  Americans. 
Our  imaîrinations  have  been  inflamed  .in 
their  favour.  We  feem  to  be  prefent  at, 
and  to  feel  as  they  do,  all  their  victories 
and  their  defeats.  The  fpirit  of  juftice, 
which  is  pleafed  in  compcnfating  paft  mi- 
fery  by  happinefs  to  come,  is  pleafed  in 
thinking  that  this  part  of  the  new  world 
cannot  fail  of  becoming  one  of  the  moft 
flourifliing  countries  upon  the  globe.  Nay, 
it  has  been  even  fuppofed,  that  there  is 
caufe  to  fear  left  Europe  fhould  one  day 
find  her  mafters  in  her  children.  Let  us 
dare  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  public  opinion, 
and  that  of  public  enthufiafm.  Let  us  not 
be  led  aftray  by  imagination,  that  embel- 
lifher  of  all  things,  nor  by  paffion,  which 
loves  to  create  illufions,  and  realizes  all 
it  hopes.  Our  duty  is  to  combat  every 
prejudice,  fhould  it  be  even  that  which  is 
moft  conformable  to  the  wilhes  of  our  heart. 
To  be  true,  above  all  things,  is  our  chief 
concern,  and  not  to  betray  the  pure  and  up- 
rip^ht  confcience  which  prefides  over  our 
writings,    and  dictates    every  judgement 
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that  we  pafs.  At  this  moment,  perhaps, 
wefhall  not  be  believed  :  but  a  bold  con- 
jeclure,  which  is  verified  at  the  end  of" 
many  ages,  does  more  honour  to  the  hifto- 
rian,  than  the  recital  of  a  long  fcries  of 
fa(5ls  which  cannot  be  contefted  ;  and  I 
write  not  only  for  my  contemporaries,  who 
will  but  fome  years  furvive  me.  Yet  a 
few  revolutions  of  the  fun,  and  they  and  I 
fhall  be  no  more.  But  1  deliver  over  my 
ideas  to  pofterity  and  to  time.  It  is  for 
them  to  judge  me. 

The  fpace  occupied  by  the  thirteen  re- 
publics, between  the  mountains  and  the 
ocean,  is  but  of  300  miles  ;  but  upon  the 
coafl  their  extent  is,  in  a  ftrait  line,  about 
2000. 

In  this  region  the  lands  are,  almoft 
throughout,  bad,  or  of  a  middling  qua- 
lity.- Scarcely  any  thing  but  maize  grows 
in  the  four  moft  northern  colonies.  The 
only  refource  of  their  inhabitants  is  fifhery, 
of  which  the  annual  product,  in  money 
does  not  amount  to  above  two  hundred 
and  fixty  or  feventy  thoufand  pounds. 

S 
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Corn  fuilains  principally  the  provinces  of 
New  York,  Jerfcy,  and  Pennfylvania.  But 
the  foil  there  is  fo  rapidly  become  worfe 
than  it  was,  that  an  acre,  which  formerly 
yielded  full  fixty  bufhels  of  wheat,  now 
produces  but  very  rarely  abve  twenty. 

Though  the  foil  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia is  much  fuperior  to  all  the  reft,  it 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  very  fruitful.  The 
old  plantations  do  not  yield  above  a  third 
of  the  tobacco  which  they  formerly  pro- 
duced. It  is  not  pofTible  to  form  new 
ones  ;  and  the  cultivators  have  been 
obliq-cd  to  turn  their  views  towards  other 

objefts. 

North  Carolina  produces  fome  corn,  but 

of  a  quality  fo  inferior,    that  it  is  fold  for 

live  and  twenty,  or  thirty /'^r  r^7z/.  Icfs  than 

the  other,  in  all  the  markets. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  haveaper- 

feélly  flat  face  of  country,  for  the  diftance 

of  fifty  miles  from  the  fea-fide.      The  ex- 

celîive  rains  which  fall  there,  finding  no 

means  of  difcharge,  form  numerous  marflies 

or  lakes,   in  which  rice  is  cultivated,    to 
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the  great  detriment  of  the  Haves  and  the 
freemen  occupied  in  this  labour.  On  the 
intermediate  fpaces  left  by  thefe  multitudi- 
nous little  feas,  grows  an  inferior  kind  of 
indigo,  which  mufl  have  its  place  changed 
every  year.  Where  the  country  rifes  from 
the  level,  it  is  but  with  ungrateful  fands 
or  frightful  rocks,  interfperfed,  from  dif- 
tance  to  diftance,  with  paflures  of  the  na- 
ture of  ruih. 

The  Englifli  government,  feeing  that 
North  America  could  never  enrich  them 
by  the  produdions  proper  to  that  country, 
thought  €^f  the  powerful  motive  of  pre- 
miums, for  the  creating  in  this  part  of  the 
new  world,  of  linen,  wine,  and  filk.  The 
poverty  of  the  foil,  which  would  not  bear 
flax,  obfirufted  the  firft  of  thefe  views  5 
the  badncfs  of  the  climate,  which  would 
not  agree  with  vines,  oppofed  the  fuccefs 
of  the  fécond  :  and  the  want  of  hands  per- 
mitted not  the  third  to  take  place.  The 
fociety  eftabliuied  at  London,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  arts,  manufadures  and 
commerce,  v/as  not  more  happy  than  the 
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miniftry  had  been.      Its  premiums  did  not 
'  give  birth  to  any  one  of  the  objecfls  which 
it  had  propofed  to  the  adivity  and  induftry 
of  thofe  countries. 

Great  Britain  was  obliged  to  content  her- 
feif  with  fdling  every  year  to  thefe  coun- 
tries, merchandize  to  the  amount  of  fome- 
thing  more  than  two  millions.  The  con- 
fumers  of  this  merchandize  delivered  up 
to  her,  excluiively,  their  indigo,  their  iron, 
their  tobacco,  and  their  furs.  They  deli- 
vered up  to  her  whatever  money,  and  raw 
materials,  the  reft  of  the  globe  had  given 
them  for  their  wood,  their  corn,  their  fifh, 
their  rice,  and  their  falted  provilions.  Yet 
the  balance  was  always  fo  much  againft 
them,  that,  w^hen  the  troubles  began,  the 
*  colonies  owed  from  five  to  fix  millions  to 
the  mother-country,  and  had  no  cafh  in 
circulation. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  difadvantages, 
there  had  been  fuccefiively  formed,  within 
the  thirteen  provinces,  a  population  of  two 
millions  nine  hundred  eighty-one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  feventy-eight  perfons,  in- 
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cîuding  four  hundred  thoufand  iiegroe3, 
Oppreflion  and  intolerance  were  continual- 
ly driving  thither  new  inhabitants.  The 
war  has  now  barred  this  refuge  to  the  un- 
happy ;  but  the  peace  will  open  it  to  them 
again  ;  when  they  will  flock  thither  in 
greater  numbers  than  ever.  They  who 
ihall  go  with  projects  of  cultivation  will 
not  have  all  the  fatisfadion  which  they 
may  promife  themfelves,  becaufe  they  will 
find  the  good  land,  and  even  the  middling, 
all  occupied  ;  and  there  will  be  nothing 
to, be  offered  them  but  barren  fands,  un- 
healthy marllies,  or  ileep  mountains.  Emi- 
srration  will  be  more  favourable  to  manu- 
factures  and  artifts,  tho'  even  they  may, 
perhaps,  gain  nothing  by  their  change  of 
country  and  climate. 

We  cannot  determine,  wdthout  rafhnefs, 
what  may  one  day  be  the  population  of 
the  United  States.  Such  a  calculation, 
generally  pretty  difficult,  becomes  imprac- 
ticable for  a  region  where  the  land  dege- 
nerates very  rapidly,  and  where  the  ex- 
pence  of  labour  and  improvement  is  not 
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proportlonably  anfwered  by  the  reproduc- 
tion. If  ten  millions  of  men  ever  find  a 
certain  fubfiftence  in  thefe  provinces,  it 
will  be  much.  Even  then  the  exportation 
will  be  reduced  to  nothing,  or  next  to  no-  , 
thing:  but  interior  induftry  will  replace  ' 
foreign  induftry.  The  country,  within  a 
little,  will  be  able  to  fufEce  for  itfelf,  pro- 
vided that  the  inhabitants  know  how  to 
make  themfelves  happy  by  oeconomy  and 
with  mediocrity. 

Ye  people  of  North  America,  let  the  ex- 
ample of  all  the  nations  who  have  gone 
before  you,  and  above  all  that  of  your  mo- 
ther-ccuntry,  ferve  you  for  inftru<flion. 
Fear  the  affluence  of  gold,  which  brings 
with  luxury  the  corruption  of  manners,  the 
contempt  of  laws.  Fear  a  too  unequal 
diftribution  of  riches,  which  exhibits  a 
fmall  number  of  citizens  in  opulence,  and 
a  great  multitude  of  citizens  in  extreme 
poverty  ;  whence  fprings  the  infolence  of 
the  former,  and  the  debafement  of  the  lat- 
ter. Secure  yourfelves  againft  the  fpirit  of 
conqueft.     The  tranquillity  of  an  empire 


•  C  ^99  J 
tdiminiflies  in  proportion  to  its  extenfion. 
Have  arms  for  your  defence  ;  have  none 
for  offence.  Seek  competency  and  health 
in  labour  -,  profperity  in  the  culture  of 
lands,  and  the  workfliops  of  induftry  j 
power  in  manners  and  virtue.  Caufe  arts 
andfciences,  which  diftinguilli  the  civilifed 
fromthefavageman,  to  flourifliand abound. 
Above  all,  watch  carefully  over  the  educa- 
tion of  your  children.  It  is  from  public 
fchools,  be  affured,  that  come  the  wife  ma- 
giftrates,  the  capable  and  courageous  fol- 
diers,  the  good  fathers,  the  good  hufbands, 
the  good  brothers,  the  good  friends,  the 
good  men.  Wherever  the  youth  are  feen 
depraved,  the  nation  is  on  the  decline.  Let 
libertv  have  an  immoveable  foundation  in 
the  wifdom  of  your  laws,  and  let  it  be  the 
indeftruclible  cement  to  bind  your  pro- 
vinces together.  Eflablifli  no  legal  prefe- 
rence amongfl  the  different  forms  of  worfliip. 
Superflition  is  innocent,  wherever  it  is  nei- 
ther perfecuted  nor  protected  ;  and  may 
your  duration,  if  it  be  poffible,  equal  the 
duration  of  the  world  ! 

FINIS. 
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